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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Winter Clothing Giveaway Provides Needed Supplies to Hartford Residents
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Hartford Public Library staff assist Hartford residents picking up free winter clothing and supplie.

Hartford, Connecticut (January 30, 2015) - On Thursday, January 22, Hartford Public Library hosted a
cold weather clothing drive for Hartford residents in need. Funded by a grant from the Hartford County
Bar Association, the event was a huge success, providing over 90 adults and children with new coats,

gloves, scarves, hats, socks, sweaters, toiletries, and boots.

The giveaway began at 2:00 p.m. and even before the doors open, a line of eager city residents formed
outside of the Center for Contemporary Culture at the Downtown Library. Also available were hot

beverages and snacks to enjoy, and a kids craft and storytelling area.

All of the new clothing and refreshments were funded through a grant provided by the Hartford County

Bar Association. Some additional gently-used items were donated by Hartford Public Library staff.

Storyteller Andre Keitz told interactive stories for residents and their children as they enjoyed the snacks

and hot beverages. “It was a nice time for us to really see how we make an impact here at Hartford
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Public Library,” said Library chief development officer Donna Haghighat. “When people come up and

look at you straight in the eye and say thank you, it really means a lot.”

2015 was the first year the Library received funding for a winter clothing event, and it looks forward to
increasing the scale and impact of the giveaway in years to come. During the cold winter months,
Hartford Public Library happily keeps their doors open to everyone who needs to warm up and relax in a

welcoming space.

ABOUT HARTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY

As a finalist for the 2014 National Medal from the Institute for Museum and Library Services, Hartford
Public Library has been recognized as national leader in redefining the urban public library in the 21st
century as an innovative and stimulating place where people can learn and discover, explore their
passions, and find a rich array of resources that contribute to a full life. Hartford Public Library provides
free resources that inspire reading, guide learning, and encourage individual exploration. Serving the
residents of Hartford and beyond at its nine branches and Downtown location, Hartford Public Library
receives more than 860,000 visits per year from adults, children and families seeking early literacy

opportunities, work skills training, civic engagement, arts enrichment, and so much more. Visit hplct.org.
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