
Lesson 7
American Government

1

System of Government:
The Legislative Branch

Questions: 2, 13, 14, 17, 25, 21, 22, 23, 18, 19, 
20, 24, 16, 33, 34, 45, 31, 47
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CABINET

|
COURTS OF APPEAL

|
DISTRICT COURTS
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The Three Branches of Government
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Question #2
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Question #13
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Approves federal judges

Can declare a law 
unconstitutional

CONGRESS

(Legislative Branch)

PRESIDENT

(Executive Branch)

THE COURTS

(Judicial Branch)

Separation of Powers / 
Checks and Balances
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Question #14
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U.S. Capitol Building, Washington, D.C.
10

The Legislative Branch
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House of Representatives Senate

Question #17

13
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5 Representatives

1 Representative
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Question #25
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Question #21
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Question #22

20



21

5 2

3

1

4
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John Larson (1)   Joe Courtney (2)    Rosa DeLauro (3)      Jim Himes (4)  Elizabeth Esty (5)
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25
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100 Senators
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Connecticut's Two SenatorsConnecticut's Two Senators

(Christopher) Murphy (Richard) Blumenthal
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Question #18
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Question #19

31
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Question #20

33

(Christopher) Murphy (Richard) Blumenthal
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all the people of the state

Question #24
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How a Law is Made

Bill introduced in 
House of 

Representatives

Both houses vote 
on final bill; Bill is 
sent to President 

House makes 
their own 

version of bill

Bill introduced 
in Senate

Senate makes 
their own 

version of bill

House debates 
and votes on 

bill

Senate debates 
and votes on 

bill

House-Senate 
committee writes 

final bill

President signs bill 
into law or vetoes it

CONGRESS

PRESIDENT
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Question #16
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Question #33

41
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Question #34

43
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The Two Major Political Parties

Republican Democratic
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Question #45
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Third Parties Bring New Ideas
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Question #31
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Outgoing Speaker Nancy Pelosi hands the speaker's gavel to John Boehner in 2011. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives
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Speaker of the House of Representatives

Paul Ryan
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(Paul D.) Ryan

Paul Ryan, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives.

Question #47


