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Emery Austin Smith born, raised and still lives in Hartford, CT. He
studied piano with Lillian Johnson Pierce and theory/composition with
Clyde Wesley Board. Emery played locally with saxophonist Harold Holt,
and Percy Nelson. He was the leader and arranger/ composer of the
Emery Austin Smith Quintet performing in schools, colleges, museums
lecturing and demonstrating the art and culture of Jazz. Smith was a co-
leader with Lou West of the Progressive Arts and Culture Company 15
piece band which performed at the first Arts Festival in Hartford. Smith is strongly influenced by
Theolonious Monkand Bud Powel. Smith worked in New York with Charles Shavers, Howard
McGhee, Coleman Hawkins, Tina Brooks, Dizzy Gillespie and many more. Presently, Smith
performs in New York and New England.
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