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ILDREN

AND BOOKS.

LITTLE STUDENTS IN PUBLIC
LIBRARY READING ROOM.

 NOT MUCH OHANCE FOR GROWN-
' IPS SUNDAY AFTERNOOANS,

\
.
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1o Make na COhildren’s
Building Recenily
the Hartford Clab,

Suggestion
Room in the
Vnceated by

Not neariy all of the 10,000 book-fak-
ers whose names have been registered
at the Hartford Public Library since
the new numbering began in November,
WOl know that the reading and refer-
ence rooms are open on Sunda) Many
of the men who crowd the reading room
in the Sunday hours, from 1 to 7:80 p.
m. mnever take out bhooks. and have
never been registeéred at the loan desk.

S,

[tables with seant room for eight at
each, and an oblong (nble for six.
Benches and folding-chairs have to he
brought In on Sundays, and are moras
than filled, two children sometimes sit-
ting in one chair. The total number of
children yecorded in the room last Sun-
day was cighty-five, of adults thirteen.
It is impossible with as many children
in the room as there are in an average
schoolroom, and of atl ages from 4 to
14, for any one in charge of the refer-
ence room to do justice to older read-
€©rs,

A member of @

formation on labor unifons, “Iyean’t
leave these children to get it for you,"”
sald the libravian. “The only thing that
I can do is to take you to the shelves
and let vou look at the books—" but
80 much of the up-to-date material on
the labor question I8 scattered in mag-
azines that the reader could really find
very little without the help that could
not be given him unleas fifty children
were left to thelry own devices,

pictures hooks, they were asked
thme what streets they lived
in. The following were reported:
Arch, Avon, Chestnut, Donald, Front,
Governor, Howard, Kennedy, Lawrence,

‘ing at
one at a

Lewis, Madison, Morgat, Park, Taleott,
Temple, Ward, Wells, West, Williams,

Winter, The ehitdren whao live near the
North Street Settlement very rarely
come to the Hbrary on Sundays. and

Children in the Library Rleading Room on A Sunday Afternoon.
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fare roomn is used on Sundays
-;r‘l:"”:':ne:::;‘;‘o;'e:]"‘ l: y are employved Imot at all unless they have some special |
o 3 3 A ey ved |

during the week, and like to spend n
Hguiet afternoon o study reading.
The number of grown-up readery
“however, smaller than it ought to be,
Iveause the room is orawded with chil-
Wren, many of whom do not come in the
week Lo take books.

Last Sunday when the accompanying
phatogtaph was taken by Roebert 1D,
(7.)zﬁpn\u||, there were at 2130 o'vlock,
Lane man, one woman and Afty-one chil-
"drpn i the poom.  The accommoda-
tion. o teaders eonsists of two rouid
- ] - |

L )

ur

is,

work to do,
The youngest

day aftermoon

whao looked at

child Bun-

was a

present’ on
Hetle ghrel
picture books for two
Rhours and more awithout making «
sound. The books i demand by hoys
and givls varied (rom ‘“The Three Lit-
[ tle Kittens,” “Litile Black Sambe,’’ and
' Waltér Crane’s ploture pooks, through
|,\urir'~w Lang's fairy oooks to Henty,
Trowhridge and historles of the Ciyi)
War, with pletures,  The photogrigh
does not show that geveral of the ¢hil-
dren ware at the ewpd-catalogue; which
they use more cagily thaug older yoad-
org, bul ane boy broveght the jihravian
a s ol vioer on wihlch e el lsborl-
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yvouug men's debating '
club came during the afternoon for fn- |

Affer a part of them had gone, and
there was a period of  comparative
leisure ‘and vgulet with only twenly-

seven in the room, all reading or look- |

, from

‘ously copied a title abv:out prisons, a

leaened article In a book on soctal cons
ditlons in the United States. She gave
him the book, but af the same tiime
sald, “I don't think that this |ls what
vou thought IL would be. What you
want is something about prisoners in
the Civil War, isn't it?” showing him
Kellogg's “Life and Death in  Rebhel
Prisons,"” which was exactly what he
was trylng to get.

The greatest need
Public Library is a cnlldren’s rooni.
Twenty-five per cent. of the whole cir-
culation 18 on children's cards, During
the last few years, the brancheg pf the
Arsenal School, Lawrence Street Sehool,
New Park Avenue School, Southwest
Schoeol, Washington  Street
Wethersfield Avenue School and
son Street School, open one day in the
week and taken charge of by the
teachers, have relieved the overcrowd-
ing at the Joan desk In the main library,
but It 18 impossible under present con-
ditions to do justice to both children
and adults.

The library has done for eleven years
and more an immense amount of work
with children and schools under un-
favorable conditions, The principal of
one of the pubiic schoeis lately sald
that the replies written by the children
here to some guestions asked by Earl
Barnes as to who they would rather be
if not themselves were pronounced hy
him to show much more power of ex-
presgion  and knowledge of historieal
characters than similar work done by
children in other cities, “I'his is partly

of the Hartford

due, the pripeipal thinks, to  thelr
famillarity with hooks senl to  the
schools by the Public Library, The

library ean, however, do much more for
children and schools, und cin algo help
itg older readors 1 e mare, if it can
have an entirely separate children’s de-
partment,

The first children's room in  this
country wasg opeiied in Brookline, Ma
about a4 dozen vears ago, hut was mere-
Iy for reading. A pleasant, sunny room,
where the ehildren could go to  the
shelves and choofe books to take home,

wias in the Denver Public Librarvy in
1895, On the wall wad Stevenson's mot-
10—

“The world s so full of a pumber of

things.
I am sure we
kings.™
There ave two rooms on the spulh
side of the old Hartford Clubhouse,
which, if the doorway betweon can he
enlarged, will make a very
children’s department. The front can
be used for reading and referéence, the
back for bookshelves to which the ehil-
dren may be allowed to go. A smaller
adjoining room can be used for school
libraries and school dupligates,
The children's room can be Kept open
2:30 to & fn the arfiernoon of

should @l be as huppy as

| school days. all day Saturday and on

| Sunday

of 4,1

aftermoons. by adding some
hours to the thne of the present extra
assistants, without increasing the reg-
nlay staff of the MHbrary No new
lHbrary Is built now-a-days without a
children's room. New Britain, Meriden,
New Haven. Rockyville, Derby, Eakt
Hartford, all have them.

The work of the debating: clubs of
the districl #chonl2 and the high school
must necessartly  still, be done in the

main building. *Should you like (o take |

charge of the ¢hildren’s romu?" was
said the oiher day to the head of the
reference department, “Yes' was the
answer, bt if T did 1 should haye to
give up the boys Aand girts who ate he-
ginning o use  grown-up cards, and
need help just as much, and 1T would
rather Keep theni'”

attractive |

School, |
Wil- |




