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finance

Fiscal Year 2022 - Operating Budget Summary
As of September 30, 2021 - 25% through Fiscal Year

For the period ending 9/30/21, the Hartford Public Library has expended an estimated
total of $2,498,376 which represents 23.5% of the revised operating budget of $10,627,200.
HPL has also collected an estimated $2,558,206 in operating funds, or 24.1% of the Fiscal

Year 2022 budget.

FY22 Budget FY22 Actual Variance %
Revenue 10,627,200 | $ 2,558,206 | S 8,068,994 24.1%
Expense 10,627,200 | $ 2,498,376 | S 8,128,824 23.5%
Variance S 59,830.30 | $ (59,830.30)
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finance (revenue)
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Expense FY22 Budget FY22 Actual Variance %
Salaries $5,665,100 $1,032,109 $4,632,991 18.2%
Fringe $2,583,832 $724,434 $1,859,398 28.0%
Professional Services $695,231 $254,568 $440,663 36.6%
Staff Training $86,775 S5,087 $81,688 5.9%
Supplies $124,400 $14,040 $110,360 11.3%
IT $251,400 $64,038 $187,362 25.5%
Collection $536,282 $270,882 $265,400 50.5%
Utilities $88,050 $18,095 $69,955 20.6%
Rent $40,380 $5,000 $35,380 12.4%
Facilities $398,050 $91,188 $306,862 22.9%
Programs $157,700 $16,869 $140,831 10.7%
Other SO $2,065 -$2,065 100.0%
Contingency SO SO SO 0.0%
Total $10,627,200 $2,498,376 $8,128,824 23.5%




finance (revenue)

TOTAL REVENUE

Endowment Rentals/Lease/Monthly Passports/Immigration
9% Payments/Misc
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offfer/Prior Year Funds
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City of Hartford
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Revenue FY22 Budget FY22 Actual Variance %

City of Hartford $8,460,590 $2,115,147 $6,345,443 25.0%
Other/Prior Year Funds $313,000 $35,030 $277,970 11.2%
Donations $600,000 $106,282 $493,718 17.7%
Endowment $753,818 $219,201 $534,617 29.1%
Rentals/Lease/Monthly Payments/Misc $433,292 $75,855 $357,437 17.5%
Desk Receipts $29,000 $4,455 $24,545 15.4%
Passports/Immigration $37,500 $2,235 $35,265 6.0%
Total $10,627,200 $2,558,206 $8,068,994 24.1%




grant management

Fiscal Year 2022 - Grant Budget Summary

As of September 30, 2021 - 25% through Fiscal Year

FY22 Budget FY22 Actual Variance %
Revenue $ 1652237 | $ 539,500 | $ 1,112,737 32.7%
Expense $ 1652237 | $ 402725 | $ 1,249,512 24.4%
Variance $ 136,775.00 | $ (136,775.00)
Grant Activity for 1st QT
(July-September 2021)
~
AWARDED PENDING DECLINED
NUMBER AMOUNT NUMBER AMOUNT NUMBER AMOUNT
Government 4 $454950 3 $972,983
Foundations 2 $48,000 1 $50,000
Corporation 1 $15000 0 %0
TOTAL 7  $517,950 4 $1,022,983 o $0
J
FY22 Grant Actual
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$400,000
$300,000
$200,000
$100,000
$-
Revenue Expense
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Park Library Project

The first quarter of this year was focused on the com-
pletion of the new Park Library, a temporary certifi-
cate of occupancy was received during this quarter.
All of the building envelope work was completed and
installation of mechanical and security systems. Facil-
ities staff were trained on the operation and mainte-
nance of equipment HVAC equipment, lighting and
other building technology. All of the rooms on the
second floor were completed and flooring and paint-
ing were completed throughout the facility. Technolo-
gy and furniture arrived, and installation work began.
All remaining work was being addressed in anticipa-
tion of the certificate of occupancy inspection.

Park Street Library @ the
Lyric Grand Opening

» A grand opening celebration was held October 2nd for
the new Park Street Library at the Lyric and was well-at-
tended by the community at large, with a total of 494
visits for the day! The event had different elements that
shined a light on the diverse cultures of the Frog Hollow
neighborhood. Festivities for the day started at a local
community open space known as the Artbox, where lo-
cal artists Yesenia Garcia, Lindaluz, and Mercury guided
participants in mask making and poster making for a
parade. The parade was led by the Hartford Hot who
played a popular Latin song named “Despacitio” from
the Artbox to the new library location. Park Street was in
full celebration as people lined the sidewalks to see the
parade, clap, and cheer. Before entering the building, a
few words were shared by HPL President and CEO Brid-
get Quinn; HPL Board Chair Greg Davis; HPL Customer
Experience Officer Leticia Cotto; HPL Board Member Ana
Alfaro; State Representative Minnie Gonzalez; Chair of
the Park Legacy Campaign Marilda Gandara; Mayor Luke
Bronin; former Hartford Mayor Pedro Segarra, and Park
Street Library Manager Graciela Rivera. Tears of joy were
shed by those bearing witness to this moment in history.
A block party was held for the remainder of the day, and
the streets were closed from the corners of Broad, Park,
and Ward Streets. The crowd was free to explore the
building, check-out books and dvds, glanced at the Frog
Hollow exhibit on the 2nd floor, enjoyed the food trucks
and musical performances. It was truly a community
wide effort to put forth this event.

MUSIC PERFORMANCES BY:
- De 4 Ahwee & Co with friends from Trinity Steel

- DJ Connie Carmona
- YOUmedia Hartford
- Bomba Ashe

Latin Essence Jazz Group




THANK YOU TO SPONSORS:
- SINA

La Diferente Radio
Eversource-provided volunteers

- Trinity College-provided volunteers

- The Hispanic Health Council
Hartford Youth Service Corp
Hartford Athletic
Boy Scouts Troop 105-Hartford

- Templo Fe -Pasture Robert, let us borrow their
parking lot at 1019 Broad St.

- The ArtBox -Raul Irrizarry

- The City of Hartford and The Hartford Police Dept.
for providing Parade & road closure support

Budget Printing- 1718 Park Street

- The Frog Hollow NRZ

Fiesta Time

Love Your Block Grant recipients -Marcus and
Rhodee

BUSINESSES INVOLVED:
El Bori Food Truck

Ice Cream for a Dream
La GUera Food Truck

- Shaddai Potatoes & More
Fiesta Time

Hennah by Yasmeen

Face painting by Joy Monro
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public services

Access to Information and Services that Contribute to Well-Being

» The Downtown Library continued to be open to the public six days a week for computer use and services by ap-
pointment. HPL re-opened the renovated Children’s Department in July as well as the Albany and Dwight libraries
two days a week. This quarter HPL saw:

- 50,265 visits

- 138 municipal IDs created

- 33,236 items checked out

- 8,479 computer sessions and 7,449 wifi sessions
- 6,257 reference questions answered

» As of July, HPL's Board of Directors unanimously approved the elim-
ination of fines for all HPL cardholders. HPL will no longer charge
fines for overdue materials and any fines currently on the cardholders’
accounts were deleted. In 2018, HPL went fine free for children and
young adults. This year’'s unanimous vote extends fine free to adult
card holders. “l applaud our Board of Directors for their vision. Uni-
versal fine free aligns with our mission, improves customer relations,
removes barriers to additional library resources and reaffirms our
commitment to the community and our dedication to service,” said
Bridget E. Quinn, HPL President and CEO. In celebration of going fine
free, anyone who checked out an item in July using their HPL card
was entered to win one of seven Kindle Fires.

» On July 12th, the Barbour Library collaborated with Abigail Moore from
Foot Wear With Care, Police Officer Barrett, and Hartford Healthcare
to give COVID vaccine shots and free sneakers to 20 people experienc-
ing homelessness.

» HPL partnered with the Mayor's office to help Hartford residents file for the Child Tax Credit. Knowing that close to
30% of Hartford residents do not have broadband internet at home, HPL stepped up to help people access the on-
line tool at the library. Staff were trained to know how to determine if someone is eligible to apply, and what kinds
of questions are asked on the form. A laptop was made accessible at the service desk so staff could walk customers
through the form, step by step, in a secure and private manner. While the tool is available in English and Spanish,
Spanish-speaking staff are available to help with any questions.

Summer Learning

HAVE A SUMMER ADVENTURE WITH HPL: READING COLORS YOUR WORLD

» This year, the Programming Department worked along- 4
side Public Services staff and Youth and Family Services -M/m,‘
to create a Summer Learning program for adults par- '
allel to the Youth Summer Learning program. Hartford
Public Library’'s Summer Adventure for 2021, “What
Colors Your World?”, featured many learning opportuni- WMO(OI"; UOhrworld?
ties for all ages around art and creativity. Adult summer
adventure participants used a customized Hartford
Prints-created adult coloring page featuring many
beloved Hartford scenes to track their summer learning
progress. 76 adults participated in Summer Adventure by completing activities and coloring in the coloring page.

Summer Adventure at Hartford Public Library

» The adult summer adventure also offered many art workshops hosted by local artists and musicians. In July, HPL
hosted a “Paint Your Own Picasso Self-Portrait” workshop. There was a 300% increase in participation in this year’s
Summer Learning Adventure, a true Boundless collaboration! We could not have been more excited to see our
vision of having one program for the two organizations come to fruition with these spectacular results!




public services (continued)

- Areimagined program delivery was done through internal and Boundless committee work which began in Jan-
uary

- 1,029 participants system wide, all branches were represented in
registrations

- Approximately 900 HPS students participated in some way

- 550 Digital Learning Log responses system wide which included
20 minutes of reading per day as well as other interactive activities
including programs at HPL and STEM activities at the Library and
at homes.

Supportive Community for
Child and Adult Learning

Dwight Library partnered with the Parkville Senior Center to
provide programming every Tuesday. A wide variety of programs
were offered, including Bingo. Activities included creating Cancer
Awareness keychains and writing an acrostic poem.

- The Downtown Children’s Room, as well the Branch Libraries,
hosted a rich array of indoor and outdoor summer programs with
music, hip-hop dance workshops, hula hoop, double dutch, RAPo-
etry, jewelry making, and henna tattoos.

Boundless Librarian Alexa Esposito and Outreach Librarian Kath-
erine Trouern-Trend were co-coordinators of the Summer Camp
program. They prepared program kits and books for 25 summer
camps, delivered books and program kits to 19 camps, scheduled
summer camp participation in 35 library programs (in-person and
live-virtual) across the library system, scheduled 19 outreach visits
for youth librarians to school-based summer camps serving 512
students. Over 2,000 books were distributed to campers to help
stem summer slide and build at home libraries.

Teen Services

During the month of July, HPL debuted “Robot Recess” to highlight our new STEM Lab on the Go kits available
for check out. A group of 40 high school students attended as part of their camp and were amazed to discover
that the featured kits were available for check-out! Popular kits included Botzees, Dash Robot and Ozobots.

- The Teen Intern program through ReadyCT provided eight interns to YOUmedia for July and August. Five of the
interns were recent immigrants to the US and English language learners. They worked with YOUmedia mentors
to learn music production, build 3D models, and study photography.

- The Boundless Enrichment program at Hartford High ran four programs during the July to September quarter,
fulfilling four different program categories: English Club (Academics), Soccer Study Hall (Enrichment), Anime
Club (Recreation), and the ReadyCT Internship Program (Workforce Development).




programming, events, & outreach
&

HPL's Public Programming Department offered a total
of 23 in-person programs with a total attendance of 484
attendees.

HARTFORD CHANGEMAKERS

» HPL hosted the second annual Hartford Changemak-
ers summer program to celebrate Hartford BIPOC
historical changemakers led by local artists. The Hart-
ford History Center, Public Programming Department,
Production and Programming Coordinator, and Branch
locations collaborated this year to host the following art
workshops across the City of Hartford in HPL Branch
neighborhoods.

- “Dancing Outside” with Chantal Edwards at Dwight
Branch

- “Documentary Photography” at Albany Branch

“Storytelling - The Drama and Drums of Civil Jus-
tice” at Downtown Branch

- “Urban Gardening & Family Recipes” with Jocelyn
Cerda at Barbour Street community garden

- “Mural for Black Firefighters” with Lindaluz Carrillo
and Kayla Farrell at the Phoenix Society Building

- “"Mask Making” with Yesenia Garcia at Artbox

- “Outdoor Sculpture Making” with Mercury at Art-
box

» The two workshops at the Artbox, a vacant lot near the
old Park Branch, created artwork that would later be
used in the Grand Opening of the Park Street Library @
The Lyric.

» The mural workshop artists partnered with The Phoe-
nix Society, an organization of retired and active Black
firefighters of the Hartford Fire Department, to re-
search and paint an homage to Hartford'’s first African
American Firefighter William Henry Jacklyn.

GET ON UP! SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

» Funded by the Evelyn Preston Memorial Fund, the
Get on Up! outdoor summer music series was a grant
co-written with HPL branch managers. The goal was to
get Hartford residents out of the house and out on the
street for these high-energy live music performances
outside each of HPL's branch locations.

» Dancer Savana Jones performed throughout the series
and encouraged attendees of all ages to dance and
have fun.

» The series featured Hartford region bands, including
FriendZ World Music, Ed Fast & Conga Bop, Orquesta
Afinke, The Lost Tribe, Hartford Proud Drill and Drum
Corps, and Amandla Band.

n




programming (continued)

HARTFORD BOOK FESTIVAL

» Hartford's L.I.T. (Literary Integrated Trailblazers), a group of Black writ-
ers, poets, authors, and entrepreneurs in the Hartford region, co-host-
ed the 3rd annual Hartford Book Festival. After a completely virtual
event in 2020, this festival was a hybrid event of in person and virtual
programming.

» The festival featured over 32 local authors and vendors, writing and
poetry workshops, a puppet show from artist lyabo Mandingo, and
performance by the powerful spoken word group When Women
Speak.

COMMUNICO

» HPL transitioned to a new room reservation and events calendar
system, Communico, which went live to the public on September Ist.
The system features a more attractive and user-friendly events cal-
endar for the entire library system, as well as a more comprehensive
room reservation system.

”s'?; BUE PRPLE OWNGE GREN vauow - t;; LIBRARY ON WHEELS / OUTREACH

3,915 41016

'ai' €OIOrS summer Asventure witn » The outreach team made 126 outreach site visits and provided ser-
e vices to 1,493 individuals. Two new Outreach Assistants joined the
) outreach team at the end of August, allowing the team to attend
more outreach opportunities in Fall 2021. In July and August, the
outreach team hosted a Summer Youth Employment Program intern
out of the Center for Latino Progress. The intern assisted with various

outreach events and office tasks.

» The outreach team maintained a busy weekly schedule of visiting
farmers’ markets, Foodshare Mobile stops, and many summer special
events including Books on Pratt, the Greater Hartford Jazz Festival
and back-to-school events.

» In collaboration with HPL's Youth Services Outreach Librarian, the
LOW continued coordinating book circulation delivery routes to Early
Childhood Centers throughout Hartford for a total circulation of 1,774
books during this quarter.

THE AMISTAD JOURNEY TO FREEDOM

» Discovering Amistad was an educational organization committed
to telling the story of the Amistad Uprising of 1839, embarked on
“The Amistad Journey to Freedom” where a replica of the Amistad
sailed up the Connecticut River to Hartford as powerful reminder of
the Amistad story and its relevance to racial and social justice today.
Throughout the month of September, Discovering Amistad provided
educational offerings for 5 different school districts and almost 2,000
people from all over the state came to see the ship.

» The LOW participated in the Amistad Family Day by giving away
books for all ages, including over 100 books on the history of the
Amistad or on anti-racism.

PROGRAM PRODUCTION & ENGAGEMENT (PP&E)

» The Program Production & Engagement Coordinator supported the
Public Programming Department, as well as the Albany, Dwight,
Barbour, and Park Street libraries through media production, in the
forms of photography, videography, and streaming. PP&E individually

12



programming (continued)

RD'S L.I.T. & HPL PRESENT

FORD READS IN

ULOR

IN US FOR A NEW AND EXCITING READS

All Things
Considered Poetry
Sunday Sept. 26th 2pm
Zoom

Ntozake Shange

In preparation of Black Poetry Day
2021, join us to read and talk about
poetry from Sonia Sanchez, Ntozake
Shange, Black Girl Magic, Warsan
Shire, and Jasmine Mans

el Hartford
Public Librar
@ ‘ A place like no other. y

Warsan Shire

Jasmine Mans

Meet-ups are on Zoom. Registration is required.
Register here:
https://programs.hplct.org/event/5605535

and collaboratively offered a two in-person program se-
ries that resulted in a total of 40 programs; a total of 94
participants were served through said programs. Addi-
tionally, PP&E helped to lead the development of HPL's
coming open-source music streaming platform. PP&E
focused on 2 outreach initiatives during this quarter.

Production

VOICES OF FROG HOLLOW

» Program Production & Engagement collaborated with
the Manager of the Park Street Library on the concep-
tualization and execution of a summer project entitled,
Voices of Frog Hollow. This was a video production
project, during which the two partners participated in
grassroots, in-person outreach within the Frog Hollow/
Park Street neighborhood. They walked around captur-
ing footage and collecting the stories of local business
owners and other neighbors on video; there were 7 par-
ticipants during this quarter. PP&E used that footage to
produce Voices of Frog Hollow, the documentary film
would later have its first screening at the grand open-
ing of Park Street Library @ The Lyric, and premier on
the HPATV network.

BTS: THOUGHTS ARE THINGS

» The Program Production & Engagement Coordinator
also served as role of a Production Assistant for the
making of the film, BTS: Thoughts Are Things. This
film was written and directed by Christopher T. Brown.
PP&E supported the project with equipment runs,
shooting b-roll and behind-the-scenes action, and by
helping the principal cinematographers set lighting for
sets.

Partnerships

RABBLE/MUSICAT

» PP&E’s premier focus for this quarter was helping to
lead the development and expansion of partnerships
with other commmunity organizations, for the purpose
of supporting Hartford-based artists, and gig-workers
through increased access to paid opportunities and
resources. PP&E worked to initiate a partnership with
Rabble, who will be developing and hosting HPL's new
open-source music streaming platform through their
Musicat program. This streaming platform will contain
a digital library of music from Hartford-based artists,
that will be available for listening to anyone in the
world with access to the internet; the music will also
be available as downloadable files, for anyone who is a
HPL library card-holder. In order for customers to enjoy
this part of Hartford’s culture through Musicat, Hartford
artists will submit their music to a community-jury of
curators, who will collectively choose which albums are
added to the collection. Once albums are selected, mu-
sic will be streamed for HPL customers to enjoy. This is
a wonderful opportunity for HPL, Hartford artists, and

13



anyone looking to enjoy more of what makes Hartford a great place to be. This partnership with Rabble has already
opened doors to new community partnerships that will yield further access to opportunities and resources for Hart-
ford people.

» In addition to contributing to the development of new partnerships, the Program Production & Engagement co-
ordinator also contributed to the annual report of a current partner, The Village for Children & Families, by way of a
filmed interview that can be found on their website, amongst other places.

Program Support

HPL TOWN HALL

» Program Production & Engagement also supported HPL's initiative of encouraging and creating space for increased
community input, by filming and streaming the hybrid town hall events hosted by HPL this past summer. Partici-
pants were able to engage in the proceedings and offer their perspective on the needs and goals of HPL customers.

HARTFORD CHANGE MAKERS

» Hartford Public Library kicked off its second annual Hartford Changemakers Program series, Program Production
& Engagement made it a point to document the action and engagement of the various programs that were led by
Hartford artists and professionals of various disciplines. Photos and videos of participants were captured as they
learned how to take community-garden-grown veggies and herbs, and make magic in HPL's program kitchen, in
ways that tied back to various traditions and origins of many cultures that are represented in Hartford today. An-
other program that was covered with photo and video a great deal included, the exciting and action-packed Dance
and Movement series hosted at the Dwight Library, by dancer Chantal Edwards-Matthews.

14



The American Place

During the first quarter of FY21-22, TAP has been transitioning many services from remote back to or as a hybrid with
onsite. Math, citizenship, and ESL tutoring as well as Servsafe and GED coaching sessions are offered both remote via

Zoom and onsite.

CITIZENSHIP & IMMIGRATION SERVICES

» The end of the first quarter of FY21-22 marked the end of the USCIS grant period. A review of the program goal
chart indicated that despite the challenges brought on by the Covid-19 pandemic, TAP met several program goals,
exceeding goals in certain areas. During the two-year grant period, TAP provided naturalization eligibility screening
services to 599 individuals, exceeding our goal of 415 by 44%. TAP staff also submitted 355 naturalization applica-
tions on behalf of clients, exceeding our goal of 300 by 18%. Additionally, the number of clients passing the natu-
ralization test was 291, exceeding our goal of 230 by 27%. Lastly, the number of clients achieving naturalization was
269, exceeding our goal of 220 by 35%.

» During this specific quarter, TAP achieved the following:

- 5l literacy assessments completed

- 120 citizenship intakes completed

- 55 citizenship consultations conducted

- 52 citizenship applications prepared and submitted

- 44 green card renewals prepared and submitted

- 55 Clients achieved U.S. Citizenship
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1st Quarter FY21-22 Immigration Services

Citizenship Literacy Citizenship Intakes Citizenship Consultations  Citizenship Applications Individuals Achieved Green Card Renewals
Assessments Citizenship

HlJuly ®mAug mSept
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The American Place (continued)

Responded to 238 immigration-related inquiries

ESL & CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION

1st Quarter FY21-22 - Number of Onsite Classes & Remote Tutoring Sessions Held 1st Quarter FY21-22 - Class/Tutoring Attendance

ESL Youth - Attendees
CTRL, 150
itizenship Attendees, 84 _— 8

l \
\
\
\_ESL Youth - Remot
Tutoring, 7
ESL Youth - Onsite
Tutoring, 27

ESL Youth - College
ESL Adults - Remote Tutoring, 27 Guidance, 39

ESL Adults - Onsite
Attendees CTRL, 87

Measurable Skills Gain Completion by EFL [=1-3%
» During the first quarter of FY21-22, 65 ESL and
citizenship classes were held. 163 individuals have — 54+ Nogolsed Tget — 5+ LevelGain - My Agency — 5 LovelGan - tae verage

80 76

registered for the fall classes; pending funding by =

the CT State Department of Education. "

» TAP recently received HPL's profile report for 2021. *
TAP enrolled a total of 142 individual students, some o
returning for a second session, resulting in 197 total »
enrollments. A total of 448 instructional hours »
were offered in FY 20-21. Additionally, HPL scored "I
above the state average in ESL Measurable Skills °

ABEL1
ABEL2
ABEL3
ABE L4
ABELS
ABE L6
ESLL1
ESLL2
ESLL3
ESLL4
ESLLS
ESLL6

Gain (MSG) completion by Educational Functioning
Levels (EFL). (HPL is blue, State is green)

CAREER PATHWAYS INITIATIVE: SERVSAFE 1st Quarter FY21-22 - Career Pathways Initiative
COURSES £

» TAP is currently offering three strands of Servsafe 2
courses, Servsafe Food Handler, Servsafe Food
Manager, and Servsafe Alcohol Server. The pandem- 2
ic continues to pose barriers to enrollment and to
participant program completion. Students continue
to receive small group coaching and digital litera-

26
19 20
3 14
9 10
10

cy tutoring. The quarter ended with 19 active stu- . ° 7

dents and 8 students completing a course, earning 5 P 4 4
Servsafe certificates. III I I ,

CPIServsafe # new CPIServsafe # active  CPIServsafe # of coaching ~ CPIServsafe coaching  CPIServSafe Certificates

1st Quarter FY21-22 - Digita| Literacy Classes enrollees students sessions session attendees Attained
Hjuly WAug WSept

16

14

12

CROSSROADS TO CONNECTIVITY PROGRAM

The Crossroads to Connectivity programs continues to sup-
port adults in their journey to education and training attain-
ment. During this quarter, 40 digital devices and hot-spots
were loaned through Crossroads to Connectivity. Additionally,
digital literacy small group tutoring was offered to students
enrolled in TAP programs. Fifteen small group sessions were
v hoe sert held supporting 21 students.

m Digital Literacy Small Group Sessions W Digital Literacy Attendees

10
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The American Place (continued)

GED PREPARATION SERVICES

» GED Preparation Services were offered both onsite and remotely during the last quarter. Small group sessions were
offered via Zoom and one-on-one sessions were offered in-person, by appointment.

» The students in the GED Prep program were polled to determine some of the obstacles that were forming barriers
to success as well as how they felt the program sessions were going. Some of the takeaways from the survey were
the following:

. 1st Quarter FY21-22 - GED Services
» Barriers a

- About 1/3 feel they are often sick or unwell.
- About 1/3 suffer from chronic illness

15 14

- About 1/4 struggle with addiction

. About 1/2 often worry about money Y s
- 1/3 suffered some kind of abuse as a child ’ I. I > R I R
- The same 1/3 suffered abuse as an adult ° uly . Aug - - Sept o

mGED Testing  m GED Prep Enrolled  m GED Prep Active Students GED Referred Out ~ m GED Withdrawn

- 1/4 have been homeless
- Only one said they were diagnosed with a learning disability
- 1/3 suffer from mental illness
- 1/3 often feel anxious or scared
- 1/3 often feel sad or depressed.
» How they feel about TAP's GED Preparation Program (Scale of 1-5, averages)
- "l feel that my GED program at the HPL is helping me” 4.6
- “l like coming to GED class” 4.9
- "] feel supported by my GED teacher and/or my GED peers” 4.8
- "I feel that | am learning things in my classes and tutoring sessions” 4.9

- "I feel confident that | will eventually pass my GED" 4.3

GED AND CASAS TESTING

» Pearson Vue GED Testing services were expanded and
offered on Mondays (11 a.m.-5:30 p.m.) and Saturdays (11
a.m. -2 p.m.) to allow additional options for scheduling
for GED candidates. During this quarter, 36 GED tests

were administered on Mondays and Saturdays. We 1st Quarter FY21-22 - Math Tutoring
currently have 4 certified GED Test Administrators on 35 .
staff. In addition to GED Testing, TAP staff proctored 136
CASAS reading and math assessments for students en- %0
rolling in ESL, GED Prep, ServSafe, and the CWP CCNA
Program for Youth. Currently, 7 staff members are certi- ” 2
fied CASAS proctors. 2
MATH TUTORING " . o
» TAP began offering math tutoring support once again 10
in August 2021. Math tutoring was offered in small
groups to youth and adults, onsite and remotely. A total ’
of 34 small group sessions were held supporting 46 0 0 0
students. v hue oot
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The American Place (continued)

VOLUNTEER SUPPORT

» TAP has received continuous support from volun-
teers. During this quarter, 9 volunteers contributed
130.5 hours of volunteer support. Volunteer citizenship
coaches provided 35 hours of small group/individual tu-
toring in 27 sessions supporting 10 students. Pro-bono
attorneys provided 27.5 hours over 18 sessions support-
ing TAP clients with mock interviews or application
review.

80

70

40

30

20

10

1st Quarter FY21-22 - TAP Volunteers

70

July Aug

m # of volunteers (Tutors & ProBono)
m # of volunteer hours

W # of tutees/clients assisted by volunteers

u # of volunteer sessions

# of new volunteer recruits

325
28 28
16
9 11
2 0 2

Sept
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Hartford History Center

Highlights - Hartford Courant: From Print to Digital, Oral History Project

»

Hartford History Center made publicly accessible, this quarter, oral history interviews that document the adjust-
ments, challenges and successes of the Hartford Courant during the last years of the twentieth century and early
decades of the twenty-first century as it entered the digital age and transitioned from being a primarily print media
outlet.

Interviews were carried out in the spring and summer of 2021 for the Hartford History Center. The interviews were
conducted via Zoom and recorded. Interviewers were Lauren Schafer, a student in the University of Connecticut's
Encore!Connecticut Program, and David Barrett, former editor and vice president of The Courant who serves on
Hartford Public Library’s Board of Directors.

Interviews can be accessed in the Connecticut Digital Archive (uploaded for preservation and public access purpos-
es) at: https://ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/50002%3Acourant_oral_histories.

Increased engagement with the arts and humanities through
access and exposure

»

» From August 19 — October 21, the Hartford Artisans Weaving Cen-

Stronger relationships among
community organizations

» Hartford History Center, in a longstanding partnership with Capital

From July 12 to August 20, the Hartford History Center worked with
the Programming department to deliver a systemwide summer pro-
gram called Hartford Changemakers for a second summer in a row.
The program was funded by the Ensworth Charitable Foundation. This
year, we were able to host in-person intergenerational, mostly outdoor
programs at Albany and Dwight libraries, a community space called
the Art Box on Park Street, community gardens across the city start-
ing on Barbour Street, at the Phoenix Society of Hartford on Windsor
Street, and downtown. Workshops pulled 10-20 participants each to
engage in dance, storytelling, mural making, mask and sculpture
making, documentary photography, and community gardening and
healthy cultural cooking based on family recipes. All workshops were
led by Hartford artists and community organizers in their own right,
encouraging participants to use art forms as a way to participate in
community building and creatively making Hartford a home they
can celebrate. A special highlight from the program is the mural that
was co-created and painted outside of the historic Phoenix Society
of Hartford celebrating the history of Black firefighters in the city of
Hartford. The mural celebration took place on September 25. This
project was made possible by our partnership with HPL board mem-
ber and former fire captain, Steve Harris.

ter exhibited their latest show called, “Perspectives on Color,” which
showcased a range of colors, patterns, textures. The show was exhibit-
ed in the 3rd floor glass cases of the Downtown Library. The featured
artisans are Hartford area seniors and people of all ages who are blind
or visually impaired. On September 9, we hosted a reception for the
exhibit and on September 21 we had a live weaving demonstration on
the main floor next to the public computers, also celebrating Hispanic
Heritage Month with two Latina weavers: Ana and Carmen.

Community College, continued its work on the Hartford Heritage Proj-
ect this fall. Capital Community College received a National Endow-
ment for the Humanities grant this quarter to continue this popular
program that shares the history, culture, and artistic life of Connecticut’s capital city with students through place-
based courses and special programming with partner organizations.
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HHC (continued)

Deeper understanding of self and connection to
community by learning Hartford history

» July 2021 saw the re-opening of the upper floors of the

»

library to the public. Since July 2020, the Hartford His-
tory Center had been operating on a by appointment
only status. It has been wonderful to have walk-ins
and classes of students again and the serendipity that
comes with the organic assemblage of people. Addi-
tionally, we have returned to putting together small
exhibits of materials from the HHC collections for the
public. Here are some of the highlights:

- To celebrate the re-opening of the refurbished Chil-
dren’s Department, a small exhibit of books, dolls
and photographs from the Caroline Hewins Collec-
tion was installed in one of the cases in the Chil-
dren’s Department. To further welcome children
back to the third floor, photographs from the HPL
Archive of children using the library over the 20th
Century were exhibited in the HHC cases.

- To celebrate Constitution Day and the contribu-
tions made by immigrants and Hartford's efforts
to assist new arrivals, the HHC worked with The
American Place and provided texts, pamphlets and
photographs from the collection for both an on-line
exhibit and a physical exhibit. Some of the docu-
ments were “The Creed of Americanization” and
the “Hartford Handbook for New Citizens...and OId”
both from 1919. As well as the program from “The
Mayor's All Americans Festival” from 1972.

- Photographs from the Hartford Times Photo
Morgue were featured in an exhibit celebrating
Hispanic Heritage Month. Books, pamphlets and
poetry from the collection were also highlighted in
honor of Indigenous Peoples’ Day. The exhibited
materials range in date from 1851 - 2013.

Fall classes at the Hartford History Center kicked off in September with in-person workshops coming back. We
hosted high schoolers from the CREC Impact Academy on September 9 and September 21, which exposed mostly
Hartford based students to archival materials for the first time. We also hosted a first year UCONN seminar on Sep-
tember 23, which looked more specifically at materials pertaining to Hartford-based activists in the face of many
urban challenges across the neighborhoods. On September 24, a UConn social work graduate class came to review
a wide range of materials on social work, mental health, juvenile delinquency and the prison system, public welfare,
and social service agencies.

The HHC continued to host several of our “regulars” but also assisted a good number of new researchers. Many
were here to do family genealogy or to investigate the history of their property. We also had a map maker here who
is assisting in a project to redefine the boundaries of the Ancient Burying ground for the Ancient Burying Ground
Society, someone looking for photographs of 1960 Hartford to illustrate a novel that he is writing, a graduate stu-
dent studying the origins of the Old North Cemetery in West Hartford, and a Hartford resident who grew up in Bel-
levue Square who looked through the Hartford Housing Authority Photograph Collection and found photographs
of himself and his cousins when they were very young.

Each week the Hartford History Center posts a Throwback Thursday (#tbt) photo to Instagram. The most popular
photo in the past quarter was a historical view of Main Street. One of the most exciting photos for staff was of a
teacher’s aide at Kennelly School working with a young student. The teacher’s aide, Mary Ellen Flynn, passed away
a few days after we posted the photo. We were contacted by her family, who were excited to see this never before
published photo. Upon posting, we also learned that the student, Theona “Sherri” Davis-Googe, is currently the
Chief Operating Officer for Hartford Public Schools. Photos may be viewed without logging in, https://www.insta-
gram.com/hartfordhistory/
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HHC (continued)

Preserving Hartford’s history
for future generations

» On September 25 and 26, HHC team member Jasmin Agosto
spent time with Glaisma Perez-Silva in Portland, ME to com-
plete her oral history interview on her work as a bilingual ed-
ucator in special education and the arts in Hartford, recruited
from Puerto Rico by the Hartford Public Schools in 1988 and
through the 1990s. Materials pertaining to her work in Hart-
ford were also collected and will become part of the Hartford
History Center’s archive.

» In August, the updated Hartford City Parks finding aid was
published (http:/hhc2.hplct.org/repositories/2/resources/79),
and researchers have started using the newly cataloged
material.

» Work continues on all our physical and digital collections, in-
cluding material captured from the ribbon cutting and grand
opening of the Park Street Library @ the Lyric, which is stored
on our page with the Internet Archive (https://archive-it.org/
home/hplct).

» 1920 Voter Registration Cards Project:
Preparation for upload to CTDA:

¢ 200 metadata spreadsheet records reviewed and
edited for upload

Work on HHC/HPL records in CTDA:

¢ 200 voter registration records (TIFFs and metadata)
uploaded to CTDA

» Hartford History Center Collections Project:

- Created Hartford School Yearbooks collection and Bulke-
ley and Weaver sub-collections in CTDA; created Voter
Registration Art Project collection in CTDA

» Voter Registration Art Project (161 items added or shared to
collection):

- Consult with artist Marilyn Thrall on project goals and
identification of specific and categories of cards to be
included.

- Scoped geographic and occupational distribution of
cards to identify 138 cards matching project criteria and
shared them with the VRAP collection.

- Created metadata records and uploaded records and
TIFFs for 23 cards that had not yet been added to the
CTDA. Provided artist with a summary of selected cards
and information regarding address and occupation at
time of registration.

» Digital Library Lab - Hartford History Resources digitized by
DLL

Hartford School Yearbooks — created metadata for 96
Bulkeley and 98 Weaver High School yearbooks and up-
loaded, created page metadata and ingested with PDFs
for each
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The Digital Library Lab

DIGITAL
LIBRARY
LAB

@HARTFORD
PUBLIC
L BRARY

The DLL

@ HPL digitizes

prints and

photographs

for preservation

and display

B Standards-based preservation
quality to meet your most

stringent needs for color and
geometrical accuracy

B Detailed technical information
for your next project or
rant proposal

Request a quote today!

For information, please call
the Digital Library Lab

at 860-695-6293

or email DLL@hplct.org

22



communications

» Russell Blair joined HPL as communications manager in late August, coming to the library from The Hartford Cou-
rant, where he spent the past nine years as a digital producer, reporter and editor.

» Communications’ biggest highlight of the quarter was marketing and promotion around the opening of the new
Park Street Library @ the Lyric, collaborating closely with staff at the branch. We worked with our partners in Span-
ish language media to place advertising and reports in Identidad Latina, Hartford News and other outlets. We also
received coverage from The Courant, WNPR and on television news (in English and Spanish).

» Work on the 2021 HPL annual report was also wrapped up this quarter. It has been uploaded to the library website
and 1,000-plus copies were mailed to homes and businesses.

» We continue to gain followers across all three of our social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter and Instagram) with
the strongest growth on Instagram, with a more than 50% year over year increase in followers. There has been a
decline in total engagement on Facebook that is in part attributable to the return of in-person programming at the
library and a reduction in the number of prerecorded and live programs conducted virtually.

» Communications continues to assist all Library departments and is working closely with Development on the up-
coming Beyond Words event. We are also meeting regularly with our contracted public relations firm to discuss the
Barbour Branch move to the Swift Factory and other Library initiatives that may garner regional or national atten-
tion.

» Communications has also been building a relationship with the United Way of Central and Northeastern Connecti-
cut and has been brought into planning meetings for the Hartford Campaign for Grade-Level Reading to coordi-
nate efforts across organizations.

10/29/21, 10:06 AM After a 30-year wait, Hartford's Park Street library seeds hope for residents | Connecticut Public
September 30 - October 6, 2021 The Hartford News 3

= [ oes Make Your Voices Heard

The Hartford Board of Education election is November 2nd

GUESIURE  WELOWERED OURTUITION TOACCESSIBLE G’

After a 30-year wait, Hartford'’s Park
Street library seeds hope for residents

Connecticut Public Radio | By Brenda Ledn
Published October 12, 2021 at 9:57 AM EDT

YOURVOICE
YOURVOTE

WWE GAN SEE YOUR PET AT NIGHT
EMERGENCIES 24 /7
Sunday & Evening Well Care Appointments

HPL’s new Park
Street Library
@ the Lyric

o

603 Park Street
Hartford, CT

sl Hartford
= Public Library

A place like no other.

860-233-8564
470 Oakwood Avenue, West Hartford, CT
Locally Owned

GOOD FAITH CARE i
HEALTH
AGENCY
Providing a wide range of at-home healthcare  Title 19, we can show you how to apply 786 Silas Deane Hwy

services for the sick, injured & elderly. If you  for up to $2,200 monthly in government Wethersield, CT
are caring for a family member who is on assistance to finance that care. 860-785-8162

https://www.ctpublic.org/2021-10-12/after-a-thirty-y it-hartfords-park-st-lib ds-hope-f ident 111
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Compliance audit finds issues at DOC

Corrections department reportedly failed to file
reports, had lax oversight of overtime, paid leave

By Kelan Lyons
CTMirror

A recent audit of the Depart-
ment of Correction showed offi-
cials have routinely and repeatedly
failed to submit required reports;

Sen. Gary Winfield, D-New
Haven, co-chair of the Judiciary

‘Winfield said it was't uncom-
mon for state agencies to fall

1,2021, there were 9020.
Tn light of the reports the DOC

Comittee, said some of the ~bekindon er
ents — Buthe  late, audit the
ons i i 1 i its inter-
of which had been i pl
ports. i i no ,
tionshadbeenmadeinthelastfour or excluded from education  the DOC should tell legislators so  ing requirements.

repo

e key finding, the audi-
tors reported the department
did ot submit 25 of the 45 1

and have improperly overseen
union leave — in one case allow-
ing one worker o take more than

2 of paid leave over a

egis-
latively required reports in the
state’s 2018 and 2019 fiscal years,
according to the report from the
‘Auditors of Public Accounts. Five

foralissues —were important data
points :l-m lawmakers needed to
poll

“We need those reports, and
e nedthem on ime e
figure out wha

sed to
be doing” Wmheld smd “Pohcy

39 days ate.

mation.”

‘The report details operations

at the Department of Correction
during the 2018 and 2019 iseal
years, before the pandemic and
before historic shrinking of the
incarcerated population during
COVID-19. The report notes
on July 1, 2019, there were 13,107
‘peoplein prisons andjails; on July

The DOC agreed with the find-

ing.
"% the ageney had drafteda track-
enhance the timel

rate record.
henihepondeme e
ties which delayed our efforts. The

Turn to Audi, Page 2

Conn again in top 25
in US News national list

Ranks No. 23 among
public universities;
Yale No. 5 overall

By Amanda Blan
Hartford Courant

Ulomniscelsbraring s 1tk
straight year among th

naticnal puble uhiversitics
according to the 2022 US. News
Best Colleges rankings released
Monday. Similarly tolast year, the
school tied with Penn State and
Rutgers for the No. 23 spoton the

2017 Uconn's raking dropped
slightly n the following yex
Which schoo offial ateiputed
a change n the

financial resources are caleu-
lated. In last year’s rankings,
UConn moved up a spot from
No.24

intaining our strong posi-
tion against the challengin,
backdrop of an unprecedented
Dal\dclmc is particularly gratify-
? UConn President Andrew
Agwunobi said in a statement.
“It is 2 testament to the resil-
ence and dedication of UConn's
students, faculty and staff, as well
dth

for quality”
UConn’s SAT/ACT 25th-75th
percentile scores dropped rom
in the 2021 ranking to

170:1390 I shis years ranking,

How are school
rankings decided?

To create its annual rankings,
US. News and World Report

that as cause for concern, citing
its “holistic admissions pro
UConn plms to contmu& xts

%,
student “outcomes” — including
indebtedness upon graduation,
social mobility indicators and

Lawmaker
pushes to
shed light
on disorder
Endometriosis affects

up to one in 10 women,
can cause infertility

By Daniela Altimari
Hartford Courant

Sarah Fox hasalways had pain-
ful periods, “T just thought that
was part o life, so  grinned an
bearedit?

the years,she experi-
cnted ot of e symptoms,
including stomach pain and
fatigue. Various doctors advised
her to use heating pads and try
muscle relaxers, but nothing

elpe

Tt wasn't until Fox was in her
30 that she was diagnosed with
endometriosis, an often painful

order that occurs when tissue
normally found in the lining of
the uterus grows outside the
uterine walls. Left untreated, it
can cause infertility.

“ox, who is now 44 and lives

in North Haven, underwent a

partial hysterectomy and finally

found a doctor to treat her. But

icted with

endometriosis aren't as lucky,
said Rep illon Glerest.

“I've had a number of women
reach out t let me know sbout
their experience with endome-
triosis said Gilchrest a Demo-

rat from West Hartford. “These
Women have been made to feel

find out, years lnkev, they were
experiencing endometriosis
and by that pmn( in time, they'd
‘become infertile

Gnldns:t h;\s (urmed a wmk

ot th disorder nd develop
guidelines for medical practi-
Goners. The panel wil begin

“test-optior
which was announced during

onth and issue
rt

in the thodol-

leg}slnhve proposal

0£2025,
ass years.
UConn continues to have a
student to faculty ratio of 16 to
1. More than half of the schools'

opinions are each ghven & 30%

weight, whis frandal esources

are weighted at 10%.
Studentexcellence, weighted at

Conn has made the top 25
since 2011, climbing to No. 18 in

others who support and sustain
the institution’s continual drive

while 15% have 50 or more
tudents.

T tests scores

Turn to Rankings, Page 2

g 2019, New York became

the first state in the nation to
255 ndomerrioss egislation,

‘The messure, which was signed

into law by former Gov. An

Cuomo, amended the state's

Turn to Awareness, Page 2

Connecticut National Guard
medical unit bound for Poland

Associated Press

HARTFORD — More th:
70 members of the Connecticut
National Guard are heading to
Polandaspartofor
tary preparedness xercses with
European allies.

emony was held
Sunday at the state armory in
Hartford for the Danbury-based
142nd Area Support Medical Co.,
which will be supporting Oper-
ation Atlantic Resolve over the
next year by providing medical

care.
“This has been an incredibly

l czvmm overstate the complex-
reparing for a deployment
whxlc facingthevirus, combating

US. troops across more than a
dozen countris in Europe since

cials say.
Gov. Ned Lamont said the

iies M Gen Francis Evon,
the

Connecti-
idi

e RAT
d B rding to
the milit

ment.
Atlantic Resolve has rotated

American troops are deployed in
the effort at any given time, offi-

key support in the state during
the coronavirus pandemic an
thanked the troops heading to
Poland for their dedication and
professionalism.

Colt Park ‘StoryWalk’
will promote English
and Spanish literacy

Series of 20 podiums
to display book pages
in both languages

By Rebecea Lurye

Hartford Courant

FORD — An interactive
child.rens book display, known
is coming to Colt
Pk gyl throwgina garener
ship by Hartford Publc Library
Hartford Athletic and Cigna to
promote literacy in English and
Spanish.

A series of 20 podiums with
Plexiglas cases will each display
one or two pages of a book in
English and Spanish, and chal-

e permanentinstallation will
begin a the entrance of Dillon
Stadium, then continue onto
Masseel Street nd Van Block
‘Avenue, where anew gravel w:

‘Hartford
to 2 number of Sto

They have been installed in every
USstate
‘Cignais paying for the $25, 000
roject, which wil
ained by Hartford Athletc and
e library. Thatincludes acontin-

“page.” Each quarter, the library
will choose another story and set
of activities.

“Putting lteracy and physical

Turn to StoryWalk, Page 2
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Waterbury man charged in fatal street fight

Allegedly stabbed 14-year-ol

ld boy in chest after

confronting group of teens outside corner store

told police.
of he first respo
cers located Cintron

ing of
n a front
d he

taking his medications, police
reports show. Cintron declined
o be nterviewed by detectivesat

and Zach Murdock
Hartford Courant

just before

Wednesday when
Cintron apparently confronted a
groupof teens as ey leftanearby

A ing the area

They
bad nives and BB guns? Cintron

knife with a black and green

handle, as described to police by

the teens, with what sppeared to
Ithad been

AWaterburymanwithmltple  convenence store on Colonial s Cintron ws being put into

mentalinesses was charged with ~ Avenue. handcuff of men ran up
y Yl p

stabbed a atthe officer that Cintron had just

street i Velezand

Angel Velez wassabbed inthe
chest and rushe

Hospial where he died, court
records show. Velez would have
amed 15 yearsoldon Sunday.

records show |
Cintron was charged with

s o g

il eﬂdenm

The teens urged Cintron to
drop theknife and he did asthe

ﬂes the scene but was mmsd by

retrieved it and lunged at Velez,

Colonial Avenue from where the

d o jump back but was

the officer locked Cintron into the

for Wmerbury Public Schools,

‘Waterbury in one week.
On Sept. 23, a 10-year-old boy
was wounded inashootingoutside
his home on Congress Avenue,
1-year-old. About a
half-hour earlier, an 18-year-old
woman — vl oy, was
abystander — was wounded ina
separate, but related shooting up
thestreet.
The 2l-year-old man, Derek
st. Hilaire of Waterbury, later
was arrested in connection with
the first shooting, police said.
They said he had been aiming st
mas West, 18, of Wat
Who tnded up being nrested in

notbefound

led,

the soens mvolved in the initial

“We extend our deepest condo-

che owner of the

officials.
‘Although they made an arrest

AN said in'the deadly stabbing, police
lic of where  lized tosupp
i ly Thursday asthey grieve. anyone wih infortuaion about
inlieu of a $3 million bond. bled to help. Cintron ident, about h i etectives at
i i ia,bipo- ide  203-574-6941.
lar disorder, muliplepersonalty car les than ablock swsy —saw _ Cintron's wife explained to - supporttoour students,staffand
91 to report what of Water-
treatment two days before the had intron The deadly stabbing is the Zach Murdock can be reached
frontati dssh their home, she he had been i ild i

MayorLuke Bronin, fromeft
R

Davisand

Proposals include
overnight permits,
street exemptions

West Hartford

weighing changes
to parking ban

permanent change would result

though streets are public areas
and cars can already park there
for more than 20 hours a day

Hartford Courant

‘The town manager said he’s
also heard discussion about

see significant changes to the
town's decades-old overnight

ing permits based on demon-
strated need.Butit'sstill possible

Matt Hart, the West Hartford
townmanager,said Thursday the
s Public Works and

the 2am. to 5 a.m. parking ban,
which has been suspended for
, as it was

Facilties Committee i consider-
ing several optt

on Sept. 23, including overnight

most
before COVID19.

“When the pandemic hit we
ignificantly more people

After 3 decades, Frog Hollow
welcomes new $12.5M library

Park Street branch, the largest in the city, hailed as victory for community

Hartford Courant

'HARTFORD — For many gath.
ered in the courtyard outside the
ark Street branch of the
Hartford Public Library, Thurs-
day wasa day of victory.
“I's taken three dmd& toget

guage materials of ‘any of the

1923; the films
in'both English and Spanish, and
the second

buxldmg, located on
ths comer of Park and Broad

used by the local Spanish Ameri-
can Association.

They would need to obtain a
parking permit, and we wo
provide [them] on s limited
ber of sireets, o wi
Specitegeographicarea’ hm.a

students going fo school from

said, adding that
West Hartford has not reccived
many complaints on he issue

dallow
the town to provide overnulhr

i have 8 sessona banin plue

residents of apartments and
wltifamily housing buildings
v unitsor more Inthe eastern
portion o town along Farming:
ton Avenue, some of which d
not have adequate parking for
tenants.

Since some of the apartment
complexes in that area were

ast wi
AR spring,

she suspension remaing
in place today — as long as the
maors decatationafemengency
remainsin effect”

Currently, West Hartford
residents can ask the town for
temporay pemissiontoparkon
d.e street overnight, for exam-

102010, the

DulTing on Pa and Babeock
streets, and wasonly 2000 square

pread use of cars s

; But
ms shortterm “parking omit”

ish part of the blighted building

finih ine? sid Aa chair-
& Follow Nughlm rd-
dReviclzation Zone. We

tocelebrate, but more importantly,
my neighbors get to enjoy this

‘most visited branches

The project received $11.1
million of its funding from the
state and also won a 1 million
grant from the Connecticut State:
g he c

100
Community activists once
hoped that mone;
construction ofa new library, and
‘money to restore the Lyric, could

ing extra parking spaces from
churches and local enerics like

tsaid.
The townsdirector of public
works has the abiliy o fsue

“Some o[!hosn Jeases a5 we
ing, and

Parkmg s, Sl to those

its

ate Rep. Minnie Gonzalez
called it her “happy day”

“After 25, 30 years, this is a
victory for my community” she
sai

Wednesday's ibbon-
ceremony was the culmi
e worth o lamingnd

uting

“We can't wait to come here
for events and see this building
dul

done. The rcmmmngpornonsof

tengnts? e e
Or the 1d

ind school ipatic
lhewy snowfall as needed. But f

the building were

learnersand a7 stid Gregory C
s, Hartford Public Library
board chair

new library.
Architecture firm TSKP

whichwouldallow anactingtown
manage to exempt  sret from

lems, Hart noted.
“I{ depends on how signifi-

chas a

community advocates were
cited

the build-

Hartford Public Library’s largest
branch location at 13,000 square
feet between two stories, an

includesa150-seat meeting room,
2 1,200-square-foot childrens

ing also pays
‘The library’ full name, the Park
Street Library a the Lyric is 2

STUDIO, which designed the igban and establish park-  cant demand is. We just might
was tasked he said.
: e
znd Py the historic theater. | others headd trying to make sure .. we would
“People are concerned, and  have adequate capacity”
k L)nﬂ, we are too, o
‘giveusa
on our local streets” Hart said. good direction by the end of the

of the muuk thatonce hung in
indow

sk riiedie
Lyric Wwas a vibrant part of
ihe heaily

e e library also hosts the.

iond, Erog Hollow neigh:
bormoad rom s Jounding in

completed by New Briain based

“We could also see an increase

calendar year, but if that's not
bl i

people
T

‘Seamus McAvoy may be reached

mglnmnmnd:d'm alongperiod
of time, etc?

.

Amanda Blanco can be reached

Strike averted at nursing home prov1der- more threats loom

“The negotiations also include

Son's medication but T e

employees of

about160. remoacive oy 2021 and expir
More than 300 unionized  Also, an Oct. 5 ing in March 20: it i he said
¥ ey wiloce ibly iy
Whole Life. That srie deadline Atthe news conference several - awhile?

homes on Wednesday called off

2 minimum wage increase from
b

a threatened
Networke ane of vl o
home providers, as an agr

ek Whale i employs e

i
of17%. More experienced workers

Network
Shout how they work muliple

Aditional
compensation el beprovided for

decrense hethinsurance com

M e ok Chie o el
Paul -

7

However, in a Zoom news
conference, Rob Baril, president
of New England Health Care
Employees Union, District 1199,

A i
pay and improve

der the contract, care-
givers' health insurance costs
will decrease by up to 90% and

The fun

& promise narrowly

insurance, since premiums cost  for part timers. Nashsaid one over-
Wegivemedi-  bi T
cation. Wecook. We doeverything  to come in. Iesnotaays lecive
ecause they are like our family. se they say you
Wereallylove what we are doing,  haveo” shesud.
We give 100% and we don't get _The additional sate funding

‘Baril emphasized that the care-
g

i

approved in June was achieved

SEIU, announced strike notifi- Y - a natws o ot o as part of the union's “Long-Term
cations against two other group _ After the state funding was  ing class white women, black Netw Care Workers Bll of Rights.”
home providers. Strikes on Oct. ed, the uni peonle " Shemy Nash,

2 I in society Susan

native Services, which employs than $20 an h d someti
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communications (continued

APERTURA DE LISTA DE ESPERA
PARA VIVIENDA PUBLICA DE
BAJOS INGRESOS (LIPH)

Departamento de Admisiones y Ocupacion

Autoridad de Vivienda de la Ciudad de Hartford
180 John D, Wardlaw Way, Hartford, CT 06106

La Autoridad de Vivienda de I Ciudad de Hartford csti sbricndo su lista de
el Progran

ada Piblica de Bajos

ando un
tacion propiedad de la Autoridad de
Vivienda. La Autoridad de Vivienda recomienda que se aplique utilizando
nuestro formulario de pre-solicitud en linea que se encuentra en

HHAWLORG
L Autridad de Vivienda uilzar o pi sclecionar  ordenat o
e enlalisia de espera de

s Autoridad de Vi, L e chmin S0 s de s 1 rne cn
enviar un formulrio o esperar en una fila si envia una solicitud previa en la
primera semana. Para aquellos que lo necesiten, un formulario en papel estard
disponible cuando la lista de espera esté abiemta por descarga e impresion en
HHAWL.ORG o recogiendo uno en la Autoridad de Vivienda en la direccion
i ingresos es un programa f o por ¢l

‘gobiemo federal para proporcionar vivienda de cura y sanitaria para
s y familias de muy bajos ingresos en unidades propicdad de la

person:
Autoridad de Viviends, ESTO NO ES UNA PRESOLICITUD PARA LA
SECCIONS.Si

amicnto en la poliza o pmcmumwnlu- de Ia Autoridad de
‘para wilizar plenamente nugsiros programas v servicios, comuniquese =g
conla Autoridad de Vivienda al §60-539-9356 (TRS 711 0 300-842-9710)

celebrar La Casa en Mango Street

Copias gratuitas en inglés y espanol

Obtenga mas informacién en hplct.org

sl Har tfor
Public lerary ] |||E BEM]

Unase a nosotros para leer y

de Sandra Cisneros

disponibles para los participantes

Eventos hasta el 9 de noviembre.

K SARTS

A place like no other.

. Confos temas._.
ALTERNATIVA ¢
Bésome mucho.
Presenta.....

el nuevo disco con esioenl
las canciones mas
romdnticas del
BOLERO
interpretadas por la
voz (inica de la

cantante
internacional.

18aje su cancién

ncitos sf"“"“

Galletas, Tortas
ry q y Pasteles

IdentidadLatina.com / Noviembre 2021 11

Hartford Courant | Section 4 | Sunday, September 12,2021 1

Hartford Courant

ARTS

LiVING

Hartford’s L.LT. literary festival returns for third year

By Susan Dunne
Hartford Courant i other wrers nd poet onSept.19 fmmsmgpm at
i i FreeCNTR,
Hartford from10am.to4
LT, Book Festival,athree-day  atthe b Tarishi Mi Cioi
iversity d : hley, Naomi Williams, T'Challa
will  workshops, webi © wil d
beheld Sept 17601, iscussi ith gy
tivities, paint sess ds L d Tralblaz-

Life startson

> oth
Sepe 1 outthe day. T chumwmmm. N rare
person from 10 am. i tthe  C Wylie-Arthur anc
Public T ererion
Library, 500 Main St \Mnkshops
on journaling, sensual wriing Authors or vendors who want to
Soryteling Show Dont T participate can ema harfords
h To register
it visit
R
Ahighightof fsLIT Intisar Ji
PATRICK Lvndcll\’\'lllmms T'Chal]a h

RAYCRAFT/HARTFORD COURANT FILE PHOTO

in, Mack

CT EN VIVO NOTICIAS_ Recorded Live

EN VIVO DESDE CEREMONIA DE CORTE DE CINTA EN LA NUEVA
BIBLIOTECA PUBLICA DE HARTFORD EN LA PARK ST AT THE LYRIC

1:06:15/1:21:27

Night Falls 10th Anniversary performance
will e hld s Saurday Ocber . i Keney
Park (Woodland St swimming
pool). In case of hn\y it ahow will be
held on Sunday, October 10. Admission i fre.
Activities, including food vendors, arts proj-

ects and information booths, begin at 2pm; the
show begins at 6pm. Night Fall wil be held in
the southern end of Keney Park; use the
Woodland Street and Keney Park entrances.
Created and directed by Hartford artst Anne
Cubberly, Night Fall is one of Hartford’s most

Night Fall Comes to Keney Park this Saturday!

unique and popular events. This salute to the
changing of the seasons features song, dance,
elaborate costumes and, of course, Cubberly's
famous giant puppets. It is held in a different
Hartford park each year. Thisis the second tim
itis being held in Keney Park.

October 7 — 13, 2021

Hartford New

EWwWS

©

TRAFFIC ALERT:

GREATER HARTFORD
MARATHON THIS
SATURDAY

Up 10 7,000 runners and thousands of spec-
tators will pour into Downtown Hartford this
Saturday, October 9, for the Greater Hartford
Marathon, Half-Marathon, Charity 5K Race
and 13.1 Relay Ra

races will begin and end in Bushnell
Park. In oo t Dol Hartond, the
routes of th also includes the ci
South and Nort Viedos s ad prions
of the Frog Hollow, Parkville and
Sheldon/Charter Oak neighborhoods.

In these areas, numerous streets will be
closed to mffc Saurday moring from
approximately 7:30
expect lengthy delays and detour
traffc is expected o build up on streets adja-
centto the race routes, motorists are advised to
avoid the area as much as possible.

neighborhood

Park Street Celebrates New Library

To mark the opening of the new Park Sireet Library @ The Lyric, a parade of library staff
vesidents, the Hartford Hot Several Band, a Boy Scout color guard from Troop
105 and others was held from the library’s former location at 744 Park Street down 0 its new
Jacility at the corner of Park and Broad. T/w new library is now the city’s largest branch

NEWS BRIEFS

HPD Adds 150 New
Body Worn Cameras

On Tuesday, October 5, the Hartford
Police Department (HPD) announced
that it has expanded its use of body-
worn cameras, adding 150 new cam-
eras. This is the most recent step in a
rollout that began in 2019, when
Hartiord purchased 325 body worn
cameras and ran a successful pilot
phase, followed by a broader deploy-
ment. These new 150 body cameras
cost approximately $200,000 with
another $175,000 in licensing and
cloud storage costs, paid for with City
funds.

Outdoor Latin Jazz at
Library October 13

‘The Latin jazz group Dennis y su Grupo.
‘Swing will perform a free outdoor concert
on Wednesday, October 13, at 5 pm on
the frontterrace of Hartiord Public Library,

In additon, parking will not be allowed on ™Y with 13,000

several sreets (see below)
PARKING RESTRICTIONS,
VIOLATORS WILL BE TOWED
No parking will be allowed at the following
Tocations between 12 midnight and 2:00 pm
sturday, October 9. All vehicles found
will be towed startng at § am.

+ Asylum Avenue: From Broad Street To

Ford Street

Broad Street: Between Asylum Avenue

And Capitol Avenue

Buckingham Strect: Both Sides Entire

Lengt

+ Capitol Avenue: Both Sides Between
Laurel Street And Hudson Street

« Central Row: Both Sides Entire Length,

+ Charter Oak Avenue: Both Sides

Between Huyshope Avenue And Van

Dyke

Church Street: Both Sides Between

Main Street And Trumbull Street

Elm Street: Both Sides Entire Length

+ Ford Street: Both Sides Entire Length

. Gnld Street: Both Sides Between Entire

runs fiom Maple Avente to Retreat

.amu Street: Both Sides Between
Buckingham Street And Pulaski Circle

Continued on page 7  Hartlond Public Library)

ing room, a 1,200-square-foot children’s

Avenue. Houses

w0 loors, including a

This glass plate negative fiom the Hartford History Center s City Parks Collection apparently
shows workers clearing trees in preparation for the construction of Essex Sireet. Essex Street

along Reireat Avenue can be seen in the
background. While thase houses have since been demolished 1o make way for the expansion of
Hartford Hospital, the house at extreme righ s il standing, although abandoned. Known as
the Bares House, it was built in 1845, (Photo courtesy of the Hartford History Cener at the

oo and the largest collection of Hispanic books,
s and videos in Harfford. There is also an outdoor courtyard in the rear of the new
library for musical performances and other events. Discussion about an expanded library in
the Frog Hollow neighborhood began about 30 years ago when it became apparent that the
former library —which was abou the size o the new library’s children’s room was 100 small
to meet the needs of the community. (Hart photo)

out front for refreshments. Rain date is
same time on Friday, October 15.
Concert sponsors are the Greater
Hartford Arts Coundll, the Travelers and
NBT Bank. The concert s being organ-
ed by One World Market and
Intemational Hartfrd.

MARG Monthly
Meeting October 14

The Maple Avenue Revialization
Group (MARG) will hold its monthly
meeting on Thursday, October 14, at 6
pm i the lower level of Saint
Augustine Church, 10 Campfeld
Avenue, Hartord. Guest Speaters wil
be Marcy Miler fiom the Greater
Hartford Mobiity Study and Siate
Represeniative Echin Vargas. There
wil 5o be a pubic safety update for
the neighborood ffom the Hartord
Police. DepartmentPlease wear a
mask. For more nformation, call
Fiyacith Yenni at 860-296-5543,

Girls Travel Basketball
League Registration

The Greater Hartord Girs Basketoall
Travel Leagus (GHGTBL) is now rag-
istering players for the 20212022

Continued on page 7

« Private Service
* 100% Bonded
« No Client Contract Required

The Region’s Top Source for Quality, Affordable Elder Care
* 24/7 live-in/live-out services
* Hourly rates - no minimums
+ Companion & homemaker services
'www.celebrityhomecareofhartford.net | 250B Main St, Hartford, CT 06106 | 860-906-1417 | 1-877-550-2353 | www.celebrityshuttle.com

Download the App:

ot @ agie

La nueva biblioteca

publica de la calle
Park @ the Lyric

603 Park Street
£ Hartford, CT

Inauguracién el 2 de octubre.
iUnete a nosotros para celebrar!

Hartford
Public Library

A place like no other.

capitalcc.edu/why-capital
ca-admissions@capitalcc.edu
860-906-5130

f@invo




communications (continued)

@ Identidad Latina Multimedia
—_

October 2 at 516 PM - @

INAUGURATION AND OFFICIAL OPENING TO THE PARK STREET LIBRARY PUBLIC OF
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT

After 30 years a project became reality, Hartford Public Library, Suc. Park Street. Library and city
authorities celebrated alongside community members,

REPORT AND PHOTOS: Alejandro Estrada / LATIN IDENTITY.

See original - Rate this translation

Q0%
oY Like

2 Comments 10 Shares

(J Comment /> Share

Social Media

(£] Engagement

4.9K

engagements

~ 2.7K from 7.6K

@ Engagement > Type

Reactions ¥ 2.2K EN{S Likes
Retweets
Shares ¥ 22 m
Replies
Comments ~ 474 m

Quote tweets

© Engagement

1K

engagements

2 628 from413

© Engagement > Type

GALERIA DE FOTOS - GALERIA DE FOTOS - GALERIA DE FOTOS - GALERIA DE FOTOS GALERIA DE FOTOS

Inauguracion y apertura oficial al publico de la *Park Street Library” de Hartford, Connecticut. Despu 108 el proy
Biblioteca y de la ciudad lo celebraron junto con miembros de la mmun\dad OTOS AIelandm Es(rada)

Ceremonia de
en Edward St.

de eoﬂstmec\én de lres viviendas
laek

royecto
Constuion Cor y G o .| Palicparon

elAlcalde Luke Brc
invitados. (FOTOS: delia Santa Cruz)

Primera Feria Culturaly XII el Libro
Dominicano en Nueva York 2021
(FOTOS: Daniel Valerio)

Vol Maratony ilad eraten de Hartord después
de Ia suspension del afio pasado por a pandemia. La
participacién fue algo reducida por precaucion. Hubo

= mucha emocion. (FOTOS: Alonso Velésquez)
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Engagement

6.6K

engagements
2 4.1K from 2.4K

Engagement > Type

2 352 [¥1]

Photo » 3.5k X4

XY 215 |
Carousel alb... # 518 m

182 [
Video 2170 m

~13 &1

, ol autoridades, la prensa e
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128

posts

~ 23 from 151

O Tweets

299

tweets

2 205 from 94

Posts

102

posts

2 21from 81

@ Fans

8.6K

fans

7 533 from 8K

© Followers

5.2K

followers

2 161 from 5.1K

Followers

3.2K

followers

7 1.1K from 2.1K
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development

»

HPL Children’s Library Receives
Beautiful Upgrades Thanks
to Generous Legacy Gift

HPL CEO & President Bridget E. Quinn cuts the
ribbon with Mary Jane D’Esposo Miller, Teresa
D'Esposo Spinner, and Donna D'Esposo DiBella as
Children'’s Library staff members Lina Osho-Wil-
liams and Denise Martens, HPL board members
David Barrett and Dan O'Shea, and HPL Director of
Public Services Marie Jarry look on.

Thanks to the generous legacy gift of the Grace HPL CEO & Dreg/c/ent Bridget E. Quinn cuts the ribbon with Mary
D. Cassell Trust and support from Mortensen Jane D'Esposo Miller, Teresa D'Esposo Spinner, and Donna D'Espo-
) - . e | . so DiBella as Children’s Library staff members Lina Osho-Williams
Eounq?tllon, thedChlldren s Library at HPL received and Denise Martens, HPL board members David Barrett and Dan
eautiful upgrades. O'Shea, and HPL Director of Public Services Marie Jarry look on.

On Wednesday, July 14th, HPL celebrated the

reopening at a ribbon cutting ceremony. With funds from the generous legacy donation, HPL was able to upgrade
the Children's Library with new floors, colorful new paint, and new furniture. We'd also like to thank the Mortensen
Foundation for their additional donation which helped fund the installation of the new floor. In attendance were
Hartford families and their children, HPL board members and corporators, HPL staff, members of the D'Esposo fam-
ily, and Renee Alexander and board member Ellen Solek from the Mortensen Foundation.

Park Street Library @ the Lyric - Legacy Campaign a success!

Target Date to Goal: 9/1/2021
Total Project Budget: $12,550,000
Raised through Government Funding: $12,300,000

State of Connecticut

i h_-!lili

Connecticut State Library

City of Hartford / T~ T,
ARK IARY @ YRIC

Fundraising Goal: $250,000

Naming opportunities
Furniture, equipment
Ongoing cultural programming

Raised to Date: $262,500 (as of 11/10/21)
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development (continued)
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This year, Beyond Words will be held on Thursday, December 9 from 6-8 p.m. at the Hartford Marriott Downtown. A
streaming option is available for those who wish to attend virtually.

The evening’s program will be a making-of documentary and discussion of the Hartford Public Library film
Thoughts Are Things. Written and directed by Christopher T. Brown, the film is inspired by his true-life story at the
Albany Library.

$125,000 in confirmed Sponsorships

Invitations mailed November 12th

Website (hplbeyondwords.com) has been upgraded to register people for tickets or tables with immediate confir-

mations emailed and data going directly into new Bloomerang donor management system. Donors may choose to
cover credit card processing fees or make a gift in lieu of participating.

|

Endow Hartford 21 is a new matching gift endowment program, initiated by the Zachs Family Foundation and sup-
ported by other lead donors who believe in the nonprofit community across Greater Hartford. The 1:2 match seeks
to inspire donors to give generously to support the long-term future of the organizations they love.

HPL was one of only 51 organizations selected to benefit based on their strength and importance in the community.
Generous HPL donors have contributed $9,550 as of 11/10/2021.
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human resources

Below is a highlight of Human Resources activities for the first quarter:

Talent Acquisitions

10 hires, 3 separation, 3 promotion

NEW HIRES

» John Marshall, Security Guard

» Eshwar Persaud, Security Guard

» Juan Diaz, Security Guard

» Carmen Acevedo, Project Support Specialist, TAP

» Russell Blair, Communications Manager

» Enale Zua, Public Programming Assistant

» Holly Howes, Outreach Assistant, Library on Wheels (LOW)
» Xena Greene, Floating Library Assistant

» Kendall Okeke, Floating Library Assistant

» Michael Lucas, Business and Career Development Specialist
SEPARATIONS

» Laurel Kessler-Quifiones, Distance Learning Coordinator

» Mackenzie Callahan, Development Assistant

» Shantal Carr, Program Coordinator, Boundless Opportunities
PROMOTIONS

» Krista Chandler, Senior Library Assistant

» Alexa Esposito, Boundless Librarian Trainee

HUMAN RESOURCE ADMINISTRATION

» Pre-employment screenings - 12

» Payroll Actions - 194

» Medical Leaves -6

STAFF ENGAGEMENT & WELLNESS INITIATIVE

» Summer Youth Employment Program

30



statistics

PROGRAMS

1st QUARTER

Downtown

American Place

Hartford History Center

Programming

YOUmedia

Youth Department

Totals

Branches

Albany Adult

Albany Youth/Teens

Barbour Adult

Barbour Youth

Camp Field Adult

Camp Field Youth

Dwight Adult

Dwight Youth

Park Adult

Park Youth

Ropkins Adult

Ropkins Youth

Library on Wheels

Totals

Pilot & Other Programs

Rawson

Boundless @ HPHS*

Totals

July - September 2021

FY 2020-2021 FY 2021-2022
Programs Attendance  Views Programs  Attendance  Views
35 610 0 80 395 0
8 152 853 23 292 0
48 578 12,453 23 484 0
28 203 762 92 634 510
51 583 894 84 2,220 1,092
170 2,126 14,962 302 4,025 1,602
Programs Attendance  Views Programs | Attendance Views
0 0 0 7 28 68
22 56 1,463 4 17 0
0 0 0 12 139 0
23 91 1,269 40 385 463
0 0 0 4 45 0
49 299 2,062 33 319 263
0 0 0 11 73 0
35 313 1,116 35 429 342
13 129 0 ) 302 0
1 0 396 33 582 193
0 0 0 4 56 0
4 0 1,497 50 556 1,734
5 56 0 0 0 0
152 944 7,803 238 2,931 3,063
Programs Attendance  Views Programs  Attendance  Views
0 0 0 8 168 0
0 0 0 74 318 0
0 0 0 82 486 0

HARTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY

1st Quarter Programming Totals

Virtual + Onsite Programs

Live Virtual + Onsite Attendance

Recorded Program Views

*Hartford Public High School

FY 2020-2021 FY 2021-2022
322 622
3,070 7,442
22,765 4,665

VISITS SYSTEMWIDE

1st Quarter

50,265

3]



