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A Message 
From Our 

Library 
Leadership

The Hartford Public Library has been transforming lives since 1893. The Library’s educational programs, services, and collections along with 
its commitment to providing a welcoming community gathering space and celebrating local art and culture make it a place like no other.

As the needs of our citizens change, the Library changes too, and we are now offering a broad range of educational services to our entire 
community through initiatives to promote literacy; providing creative early educational learning opportunities and play-based learning to 
preschoolers and their families and caregivers;  training and counseling adults to help them develop skills and find employment; helping 
immigrants on their path to citizenship; serving teens who need a safe and stimulating environment to explore technology and career goals; 
assisting students with homework; running creative art classes for older adults; preserving and promoting the City’s unique story through the 
Hartford History Center;  presenting our long-running Sunday jazz concerts; and showcasing local artists in our beautiful ArtWalk gallery.

All of our programs are offered for free. The Library is welcome to all, and accessible to all.  To do this we depend on the support of the City 
of Hartford, private and corporate contributions, and grants for specific programs. The generosity is appreciated by the staff and Board of 
the Library and by all who are served through its many programs at its 10 locations.

The past year was marked by a change in leadership and renewed commitment to planning for the future of the organization. After a 
national search, Bridget Quinn-Carey was hired as CEO, the tenth person to hold the job as the Library’s leader.  One of her first official duties 
was to represent Hartford Public Library at the April 21st signing ceremony for a historic partnership between the University of Connecticut, 
HPL and the City which will welcome UConn into the Downtown Library as part of UConn’s new downtown campus, scheduled to open in the 
fall of 2017.

The Library faced difficult budgeting choices as the City’s financial challenges resulted in significant reductions in the Library’s FY16 budget.  
Although branch hours were reduced and difficult staffing reductions were necessary, all branches currently remain open to serve the com-
munity.  The Library’s leadership is working with community residents and stakeholders on a strategic plan to help ensure that the Hartford 
Public Library continues to provide transformational services to the residents of Hartford and our neighboring communities.

Board 

President 

Gregory C. 

Davis

Bridget Quinn-

Carey,  Chief 

Executive 

Officer



ExpensesRevenue
City contribution / $8,215,000 Personnel costs / $7,694,111

Other operating
expenditures / $1,626,705

Library materials /
$610,976

Plant operations &
maintenance / $384,320

Endowment income / $740,037

Fees income / $390,244

Grants / $470,831

Gifts / $500,000

Total 
$10,316,112

BY THE NUMBERS

850,000
ANNUAL VISITS
 

408,972
ANNUAL CIRCULATION
 

300 +
COMPUTERS
IN ALL LOCATIONS

 20,726
AFTER-SCHOOL 
SESSIONS

9,492
RECEIVED JOB AND
CAREER GUIDANCE

34,434
RECEIVED EARLY
LITERACY 
PROGRAMMING4 / HPLCT.ORG

2015-2016 Financials
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Foundations / 
Organizations / Corporate 
Partners

$100,000+		
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving	  

$50,000+		
The Hartford Financial Services Group, Inc.	  
Travelers Companies, Inc.	 

$25,000+		
Beatrice Fox Auerbach Foundation Fund at HFPG	  
Cigna Foundation	  
Kettering Foundation	  

$10,000 - $19,999		
J. Walton Bissell Foundation, Inc.	  
The Charles H. Kaman Charitable Foundation, Inc.	  
Lincoln Financial Foundation	  
Newman’s Own Foundation	  
Project Citizenship	  
The Brown Rudnick Charitable Foundation 	  

$5,000 - $9,999		
Bank of America	  
Ensworth Charitable Fund	 
Eversource Energy	  
Fiduciary Investment Advisors, LLC	  
Hartford Municipal Employees Federal Credit Union	  
Hoffman Auto Group	  
The Edward C. & Ann T. Roberts Foundation, Inc.	  

$2,500 - $4,999		
Comcast	  
The College Club of Hartford	  
First Niagara Foundation	  
Hartford Area Child Care Collaborative	  
The iQuilt Plan	  
Legrand US	  
George A. and Grace L. Long Foundation	  
The Robert & Margaret Patricelli Family Foundation	  
Evelyn Preston Memorial Fund	  

$1,000 - $2,499		
Aaron Hollander Fund	  
The Ahearn Family Foundation 
Berkshire Bank Foundation	  
Ensign-Bickford Co.	  
The Stanley D. and Hinda N.  Fisher Fund	  
Hartford County Bar Association	  
Hartford Hospital	 
Jospeh S. Stackpole Trust	 
Prudential Financial Insurance	  

Simon Hollander Fund	  
Trinity College	  
XL Catlin	  

Under $1,000		
AdamsAhern Sign Solutions, Inc.	  
The Paul J. Aicher Foundation	  
AmazonSmile	  
CT Public Broadcasting, Inc.	  
Friends and Enemies of Wallace Stevens	  
Knox Parks Foundation	  
Marion and Ellsworth Grant Fund	  
Miss Porter’s School	
Monday Reading Club of Hartford 
NewAlliance Foundation	  
Rainbow Center for Children and Families	  
Southside Institutions Neighborhood Alliance, Inc.	  
St. Agnes Home, Inc.	  
TheaterWorks	  
United Way of Central and Northeastern Connecticut
The Zachs Family Foundation, Inc.	

Government Funding
City of Hartford
Connecticut State Department of Education
Connecticut State Library
Institute of Museum and Library services (IMLS)
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA)
State of Connecticut
U.S. Department of Homeland Security

Hartford Public 
Library thanks you, 
our donors

July 1, 2015  through June 30, 2016
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Individuals

$20,000 +				  
Howard and Sandra Bender Fromson C

$5,000 - $9,999				  
Barry N. Lastra and Alison Coolbrith * C	

Belle K. Ribicoff C	
Timothy and Geraldine Sullivan C

$2,500 - $4,999				  
Anonymous
Michael and Amy Barron C			 
Anne Melissa Dowling C

Jack Godsill and Jeanne Godsill C	

$1,000-$2,4999				  
Ana Alfaro C

Anonymous
Arunan Arulampalam and Liza Arulampalam C

David Barrett and Jill Barrett C

Jeffrey S. Capelle			
Coleman and Jo Champlin Casey C	
Douglas A. Cohen and Phyllis Shikora C

Gregory C. Davis C

Andrew Diaz-Matos C

Marc Dibella and Jennifer Dibella C		
Adnaan Muslim and Gina Federico Muslim	
Lauren Franco			 
Peter S. Gelfand		

John and Cate Grady-Benson C		
Coleman and Judie Levy			 
Adlyn and Ted Loewenthal			 
Mimi and Brendan Lynch			 
Marge Morrissey C	
Richard and Mary Ellen Thibodeau

$500 - $999				  
Anonymous			 
Colin and Mary Billings E	
Phillip Blumberg and The Honorable Ellen Ash Peters
Andrea Comer C

Jim and Mally Cox-Chapman C	
Connie Belton Green C

Oz Griebel			 
Thomas and Eunice Groark C	
Leslie Hammond			
Steven Karas			 
Edward Keith and Erin Keith C		
John and Sue Krimsky			 
Robert and Mary LaPorte			 
Elizabeth Normen and Paul Eddy C	
Randy and Helen Ronco			 
Theodore Space and Martha Collins		

$250 - $499				  
Elaine Gail Breslau Martin			
Shari and Michael Cantor			 
Vernelle Davis			 
Cate and Terry D’Italia			 
Anne Farrow			 

Bill Faude and Janet Bailey Faude			 
Lawrence R. Fish			
Tim and Roxane Fromson		
John and Tracy Gale			 
Jodi Gelfand			 
Stephen B. Goddard and Patricia Goddard C

Ira and Linda Goldman			 
Diana Haghighat			
Carol and Neale Hauss			 
Jacqueline and Albert Ilg			 
Philip and Barbara Karas			 
Patrick and Ann Kenny			 
Judith Kissane			 
Michael and Elizabeth Krall			 
Susan Lagassee			 
Rod and Rhonda Lane			 
Robert Lingeman and Jane Howe		
Laura McLelland			 
Homa Naficy E		
Christopher Nixon		
Don and Brad Noel C	
Judith and Brewster Perkins C	
Gregory and Maryanne Petrus			 
Nellie U. Romaine C	
David and Gilda Roncari  E	
Ellen Rossi and James Bly		
John and Theresa Ryan		
Mark Schreier and Margaret Marchak		
Jeffrey and Susan Shapiro			 
Donna and Sam Stout			 

C - Corporator / Bold  Board of Directors Member / E - Employee / * - Deceased / HHC - Hartford History Center
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Tom and Donna Swarr				  
Ted Tucci and Nancy Hronek			 
Mary T. Tzambazakis E	
Marie Denise Voltaire		
Lyn Walker and Tyler Smith			 
Edward and Brooke Whittemore		
Carl Zyskowski		

$100 - $249				  
Alexander Adami			
Daniel Alexandre  E	
John Alves and Rodolfo Ramirez    C

Sherwood and Kathleen Anderson		
Anonymous			 
Leonard and Elizabeth Banco			 
Linda A. Bayer C	
Raymond G. Bertuzzi  and Gerson E. Escobar	
April Goff Brown and William Brown		
Val Bryan			 
Joyce and Harold Buckingham		
Annette W. Carter C			 
Frank Santa-Donato and Janet Castricum	
Francis J. Chiaramonte and Girvice Archer	
Charles C. Cleary		
Constance Clifford		
Dick and Pat Cobb			 
William and Maura Cochran		
Gerry C. Cohen		
Tom and Anne Condon			 
James Condren and Ellen Robinson		

Victoria Copes			 
Evan Cowles and Brie Quinby		
William and Ilona Crosswhite			 
Bruce and Joanne Crowle			
Edwin and Patricia Dahill			 
Sharon Danosky			 
Ethel F. Davis		
Linda A. Demikat			
William and Ann Dest		
Raymond and Lawren DiDonna			 
Adam Dixon		
James and Dorothy Elsner		
Robert England
Lynn Ferrari and Virginia Seeley
Norvilla C. Findlay			 
James and Susan Finnegan			 
Neal B. Freuden		
William McNair and Addy Gale		
Romilda Garet-Neville			 
Elizabeth Gemmiti		
Edith Gengras		
Jennifer Glick			 
Toni A. Gold		
Louis Golden and Peggy Buchanan		
Steven and Blanche Goldenberg		
Arnold and Beverly Greenberg		
James M. Griffin		
Marie Healey			 
Dolores Hentschel		
Carlos Hernandez Chavez			

Carmen P. Holzman		
Denis and Patricia Horgan		
James and Mary Ellen Jacobs		
Stephen and Jacqueline Jacoby		
Mathew and Valerie Jasinski			 
Mark W. Jay and Karen Pakula		
Rosalind Katz			 
The Hon. Christine Keller and Thomas Ritter	
Elizabeth Kilmartin		
David and Janice Klein		
Tao and Amy Labossiere		
Evelyn and Hernan LaFontaine C	
Eugene Leach and Kathleen Frederick	
Charles and Janet Lenore		
Estela Lopez		
Beverly A. Loughlin C			 
Nicholas Lurie			 
James B. Lyon C	
Wendy Lyon			 
Elizabeth MacKiernan-Miel			 
John and Jacqueline Mandyck		
Leta Marks		
Eric Martin		
Margaret J. McLaren		
Joe McMahon		
Pradeep Bajaj and Brenda Miller E	
Sarah Mullane			 
Ann F. Newbury		
Kristin A. O’Connor		
Henroy and Lynn Olson-Douglas C	

 Hartford Public Library / 7C - Corporator / Bold  Board of Directors Member / E - Employee / * - Deceased / HHC - Hartford History Center
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Joseph L. Pace		
Robert Painter and Nancy Macy C	
Beth and Daniel Papermaster C	
Sanford and Flora Parisky C	
Wendy Pawlak		
Thomas and Elsie Phillips		
Mary E. Poland
Kenneth L. Przybysz	
Sedrick and Alyce Rawlins		
Cynthia Reik C	
Ezra and Christina Ripple		
Katharine H. Robinson			 
Bernard Rosen		
David and Linda Roth	
James C. Rouman	
Katie Russo		
Hollis S. Schneider	
Wanda N. Seldon		
Mary Ann Senatro and Christopher Bandazian	
James and Marguerite Sequin		
Louise M. Setaro		
Scott and Margaret Shanks			 
Barbara Sicherman		
Mark Silk		
Robert and Sharon Smith C	
Frank and Deidre Tavera		
Humphrey Tonkin C		
Al Torromeo		
Beverly S. Truebig		
William Upholt and Mary Lee Morrison			 

Analia Villagra		
Mark and Dawn von Mayrhauser		
Harry Weinerman and Hilary Meyers		
Philip Wellman and Leslie Smith	
Carol and Lee West	
Cary Wheaton			 
Kendall and Patricia Wiggin		
Phil and Karen Will		
David and Joanne Williams	
David and Arline Wolansky			 

Under $100				  
Alexander Aponte and Marisol Aponte	
Elizabeth Appelman		
Ivan A. Backer		
Kim and Charles Barberi  E	
James and Kathleen Barletta		
Sarah Barr	
Norman and Jane Barstow		
Claire L. Bergin
Sara Bernstein and Joseph Shortall		
Murray and Frances Bilmes		
Kelly Bilodeau		
Lonnie and Justina Black	
Frank Sentner and Annette Blackwood	
Eleanor Blake	
Glen and Kathleen Bolduc
Judith L. Borman	
James and Kristen Boucher
Bruce and Judith Brenner	

Mary and Bill Britcher		
Roger H. Brown 
Michael and Virginia Brown		
Sheldon Bustow C	
Walter R. Butler		
Ken Byer and Tony Michalak			 
Eleanor N. Caplan		
John N. Carey		
Henry P. Carlson		
Sara and David Carson		
Polly U. Champ		
Barbara Chatfield C	  
Doris B. Cheney	
The Rev. Dr. Edmond L. Cherbonnier		
Walter and Margaret Ciplinski		
Margaret Clapis-Merriman		
Edward Clark and Joan Pritchard		
Marie Coburn		
Michael and Naomi Cohen		
Leticia Cotto  E	
Sarah Cox		
Mary F. Cunningham		
John Randolph and Elizabeth M. Davis E	
Carmine A. Delcuore		
Stanley and Denise DeMello		
Barbara M. Dennis		
Peter and Natalia Diamond		
Christopher Dickinson and Donna Haghighat	
Ana L. Dobbs		
Carolyn Dorais		

C - Corporator / Bold  Board of Directors Member / E - Employee / * - Deceased / HHC - Hartford History Center
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William F. Dougherty		
Sandra Duffy		
Susan Dunn	
Robert and Pauline Edwards		
Ellen Eisenberg	
Sally Buss and Robert Emma C	
Ginger and Lee Erdmann		
Alycia B. Evica		
William S. Fairchild		
Joyce M. Falkin	
Barbara Fantone	
Salvatore and Anita Faulise		
Robert Felson and Julia Rosenblum		
Lillian A. Ferdinand		
Kristin Beth Ferris		
Carol G. Fine	
Marianne Gilbert Finnegan		
David First		
Alison and Karl Fisher  E		
Thomas J. Fitzpatrick		
Kathleen Fitzsimmons	  
Laurence and Beverly Fleming	
Corey Fleming E 

Joy M. Floyd	
Bertrand and Marguerite Flynn		
David J. Fox and Julie Downs	
Rhona C. Free	
Meghan Freed	
Elizabeth Freedman		
Glenn and Lianne Fuller		

Jane Gallagher		
Anthony J. Galli		
Amparo S. Garcia	
Thomas and Kathleen Garrity	
Margaret L. Gasparino	  
Meg Gaughan		
Margo Gelfand-Dickison	  
Jackson and Charlotte Gemmell	
Jean Gianopoulos	
Walter and May-Wo Giger		
Juanita Giles C	
Matthew Ginsberg	
Elliot and Lorie Ginsberg	
Nan Glass	
Andre D. Gosselin	
Ray and Margaret Grasso		
Diane Green		
Tom Gugliotti	
Sylvia L. Halkin		
Caroline Hardy	
Helen Hart	
Lynn Hayes Thomas		
Linda Henriques		
Karen Hill		
David and Nina Hoff		
Lily Holthoff	
Kate Houlihan and Alicia Davis		
Eugene Hoyt		
Lawrence Hudson and Ziva Stauber		
Shariq Iqbal		

Herbert and Lois Isaacson	
Anne H. Isbister		
Michael and Michelle Johnson		
Donna Jolly		
Kenneth and Anne Lynne Kahn		
Cynthia A. Kaplan		
William and Marsha Karp		
Thomas and Linda Kauffmann		
George and Hope Kirkutis		
Judith Lee Kline		
Helen L. Klitsch	
Patricia Knapp E	
David and Arlene Komyathy	
Bernard and Gale Kosto	
Pauline Kruk		
Lee G. Kuckro			 
Wilhelmina Lanz		
Donna Larcen  E	
Barbara Lederer and Laurel Hennebury		
Margaret P. Levy		
Jacqueline Lewis		
Edward and Lois Lewis C	
Harry Lichtenbaum		
Margaret Link		
Lawrence and Christine Lissitzyn		
Agustin Lopez	
Nelson Lora and Andrea Figueroa E	
Frank Lord and Suzanne Hopgood C	
Robert and Lois Lyle		
Mary Elizabeth Mahler C	

C - Corporator / Bold  Board of Directors Member / E - Employee / * - Deceased / HHC - Hartford History Center



10 / HPLCT.ORG

Bonnie Malley		
Linda F. Martin			 
Signe Martin		
Doris Martin		
Rabbi Steven Mason		
Bob and Maura Mathieu		
Jo Anne W. McClurg		
Ellen McCreery		
Carol McCue		
Jack and Peggy McGrath		
Michael McGuinness	
Rev. James Curry and Kathleen McIntosh	
John M. McNally		
Robert and Nancy McNamara		
Michael W. Menard	
Benedict J. Mennillo	
Richard Messenger		
Dave Messenger		
Sharon Mierzwa		
Bettie Jean Mink		
Phillip and Andrea Montgomery		
Margaret Moore		
Juan and Karen Moreno		
Tim and Rosemary Moynihan		
Leah and Stewart Murchie C	
Dorothea Murray		
Scott Schooley and Giuliana Musilli		
Yolanda Negron		
Martha-Rea Nelson  E	
Elsie Y. Nelson		

William Noonan			 
Sara C. Norris		
A.P. Obelnicki and Kathleen L. Kelliher		
Sharon O’Meara		
Ibrahim and Kenan Orgun		
Cecil and Lina Osho-Williams  E	
Reata O. Overman	
Dorothy Paleologos	
Joanna Penta	
Sandra Pereira		
Alan Perreault	  
Lisa Perrone		
Harvey and Karen Picker		
Betsy Pigeon	
Sister Claire Plamondon		
James and Alzinete Platts		
Michael and Lucille Plouffe		
Raphael L. Podolsky		
Michael Campbell and Rie Poirier-Campbell	
Linda Poland		
Thomas and Judith Porter		
Edward and Maureen Potaski	
Judith G. Pott		
Anthony and Judith Power		
Kathleen Powers		
Susan Quirk		
Gregory and Frances Quish		
Robert Randich		
Renae Reese and David Blatt		
D. Peter and Rosemary Rex		

Jean Rioux	  
Maurice D. Robertson	
Bradford Robinson and Susan Kirschner-Robinson	
John and Linda Robinson		
Curtis Roessler		
Katrease Rogers		
Ada Roman E

Judy and David Rosenthal		
Marilyn E. Rossetti C	
Clare Rossini and Joseph Byrne		
Juan and Ana Rua
William Rubenstein and Judith Eisenberg		
Melina and Ed Rudman		
Steven and Ming Samalot		
Christie Sanders		
Frederick and Philomena Sawyer		
Beth Schiavino-Narvaez		
Salvatrice G. Schultze		
Ted and Ellen See		
Janet Shepard		
Richard W. Shettle		
Doris Shuskus	
Carol Sicbaldi		
Lauren Siembab		
Louise B. Simmons and Peter Chenette		
Ruth Solomkin		
Tai Soo Kim	
Frederick Spaeth and Eliana Tsukroff		
Lawrence and Mary Spellacy		
Judith R. Staknis	

C - Corporator / Bold  Board of Directors Member / E - Employee / * - Deceased / HHC - Hartford History Center
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James and Nancy Stark	
Doreen Stern		
Frank and Dorothy Sterpka		
Charles and Beth Stewart		
Jeannette (Jay) Stewart		
E. Reuel Stoltz		
Jay and Susan Stoppelman		
Michael Stotts	
Dennis Sullivan			 
Patricia Sullivan		
Kathy Sweeney		
Huyen and Jin Mei Tang		
Arthur and Lynne Tarantino		
Allan and Sally Taylor		
Margaret V. Tedone C	
Clarice Thornton		
Amneris Torres			 
Robert and Kathy Tummillo		
Judy Unsworth		
Ana Valentin-Jackson		
Carol Vinick and Thomas Connolly		
Witold Waberski and Joanna Fogg-Waberski	
Joan B. Walden and Jacob E. Mendelssohn	
Janet Wallans		
Arthur Wasserman		
Robert Werner		
Will K. Wilkins		
Bill A. Williams		
Edwin P. Williams		
Jedda Williams	  

R. J. Luke and Araci Williams		
Raymond and Sarah Winter		
Sylvia Wojcik	
Everlin Wright		
Amy F. Xie		
Ruth Yancovich		
Charles and Hyacinth Yennie		
John Zdebski	
Dawn Zumbroski

Matthew K. Poland Fund 
For Early Childhood 
Learning
John Alves and Rodolfo Ramirez  C

Michael and Amy Barron C

Mary and Colin Billings E

Phillip Blumberg and The Honorable Ellen Ash Peters
James and Kristen Boucher
April Goff Brown and William Brown
Joyce and Harold Buckingham
Shari and Michael Cantor
Jeffrey S. Capelle
Dick and Pat Cobb
Bruce and Joanne Crowle
Edwin and Patricia Dahill
Ethel F. Davis
Cate and Terry D’Italia
Anne Farrow

Bill and Janet Faude
Lawrence R. Fish
Kathleen Fitzsimmons
Howard Fromson and Sandra Bender Fromson C

John and Tracy Gale
Patricia and Stephen Goddard C

Louis Golden and Peggy Buchanan
John and Cate Grady-Benson C

Connie Belton Green C

Thomas and Eunice S. Groark C

Carol and Neale Hauss
Doe Hentschel
Stephen and Jacqueline Jacoby
Hope W. Vath & George Kirkutis
Patricia Knapp E

Tao and Amy Labossiere
Robert and Mary LaPorte
Barry N. Lastra C

Estela Lopez
Beverly A. Loughlin C

Mimi and Brendan Lynch
Elizabeth MacKiernan-Miel
Brenda J. Miller and  Pradeep Bajaj E

Homa Naficy E

Ann F. Newbury
Dr. Robert L.  Painter and Nancy Macy C

Sanford and Flora Parisky C

Gregory and Maryanne Petrus
Michael Campbell and Rie Poirier-Campbell
Mary E. Poland

C - Corporator / Bold  Board of Directors Member / E - Employee / * - Deceased / HHC - Hartford History Center
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Kenneth L. Przybysz
Sedrick and Alyce Rawlins
Belle K. Ribicoff C

Nellie Uccello Romaine C

David and Gilda Roncari E

Randy and Helen Ronco
James C. Rouman
John and Theresa Ryan
Scott and Margaret C. Shanks C

Robert H. and Sharon W. Smith C

Donna and Sam Stout
Timothy and Geraldine P. Sullivan C

Tom and Donna Swarr
Frank and Deidre Tavera
Mary T. Tzambazakis E

Marie Denise Voltaire
Edward and Brooke Whittemore
Kendall and Patricia Wiggin
Amy F. Xie
Carl Zyskowski
AdamsAhern Sign Solutions, Inc.
United Way of Central and Northeastern Connecticut

Tribute Gifts

In Memory of
Ann Bandazian	
Ira (Hank) Berger	
Harvey and Elizabeth Goddard	

Benjamin Goldstein	
Philip G. Karas	
Joseph A. Karas	
Joseph E. Karas	
Evelyn J. Kruk	
Erik Linnolt, MD	
Jan Miel	
James Reik	
Henry Sage Goodwin	
James Santa Mo (2)

Frederick W. Sawyer, Jr.	
M. Elizabeth Shepard	
Seymour Stern	
Jerry Watts	
Robert A. Weinerman

In Honor of
Allison Coolbrith*	
Mathew I. Gelfand (4)

Karen Green	
Josef Holthoff	
Barry Lastra	
Harold Lindenthal	
Louise Loomis	
Abdul Marvin Boynes	
Brenda Miller (2)

Carol Poehnert	
Matthew K. Poland (3)

Bridget Quinn-Carey (6)

Helen Ronco	

Christine Routhier	
Phyllis Shikora	
The Children	

Baby Grand Jazz 
Collections
$1,634

In-Kind
Eleanor Benson  HHC

Thomas Condon HHC

Anne-Marie Kinsella HHC

Anwar Ahmed	
James B. Lyon  HHC

Jack McConnell
The Shepherd Family  HHC

John J. Sullivan HHC

Pierre Sylvain  HHC

Jadda Williams	

C - Corporator / Bold  Board of Directors Member / E - Employee / * - Deceased / HHC - Hartford History Center

Please support Hartford Public Library. Contact Gilda 
Roncari, director of donor relations, groncari@hplct.org 
and 860-695-6296.
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Corporators
Harold D. Abrams  

Ana Alfaro 

John F. Alves  

Gregory E. Andrews

Arunan Arulampalam

David Barrett 

Jill Barrett  

Amy M. Barron 

Paul Basch  

Arline Baum 

Linda Bayer 

Shelley Best 

Monica P. Blazic  

David Bobowski 

Mayor Luke Bronin

Sheldon Bustow

Annette W. Carter 

Jo Champlin Casey

Barbara Chatfield

Biagio D. Ciotto 

Maggie Alston Claud

Adam Cloud 

Nicole Plessey Cloud

Sanford Cloud, Jr.

Andrea Comer 

Julio A. Concepcion

Ronald Cordilico

Rodrigo A. Correa

Mary B. Coursey 

Mally Cox-Chapman

Keith Darby 

Gregory C. Davis

Lawrence M. Davis

Andrew B. Diaz-Matos

Jennifer DiBella 

Marc A. DiBella

Hyacinth Douglas-Bailey

Anne Melissa Dowling

Vernice W. Duke

Robert Emma 

Jerry Franklin  

Howard A. Fromson

Sandra Bender Fromson

Juanita Giles 

Stephen B. Goddard

Jack Godsill 

Cate Grady-Benson 

Dr. John Grady-Benson

Connie B. Green

Eunice S. Groark

Nancy D. Grover

Suzanne Hopgood

Myles Hubbard 

Dorothy R. Jackson

Joan Jacobs-Williams

Kenneth D. Johnson

Edward C. Keith, III

Judge Christine Keller

Lillian Kezerian

Joshua King 

Hernan LaFontaine

William M. Large

Barry Lastra 

Lois F. Lewis

Stephanie Lightfoot

Jacquelyn C. Lilly

Frank C. Lord  

Beverly A. Loughlin

James B. Lyon  

Mary Elizabeth Mahler

Marcia McCormack

Duby McDowell 

Irene Melo 

Thirman L. Milner

Thea Montañez 

Jody Morneault

Marjorie E. Morrissey

John Motley 

Timothy J.  Moynihan

G. Stewart Murchie

Leah T. Murchie

Dr. Gislaine Ngounou

Elizabeth B. Noel

Emily R. Noel

Elizabeth Normen

Lynn M. Olson-Douglas

Dr. Robert L. Painter

Daniel I. Papermaster

Flora Parisky

Margaret Patricelli

Brewster B. Perkins

David F. Ransom

James R. Reed Jr.

Cynthia W. Reik

Enid Rey

Belle K. Ribicoff

Alfred R. Rogers

Jason Rojas

Nellie Uccello Romaine

Rosaida Rosario

Janice Rossetti

Marilyn Rossetti

Josephine Sale

Margaret C. Shanks

Christine Shaw

Phyllis Shikora

Paul D. Shipman

Bernadine Silvers

Ronald A. Simpson

Robert H. Smith, Jr.

Sharon W. Smith

Theodore M. Space

Arthur L. Spada

Jeffrey A. Stewart

Richard Sugarman

Michael Suisman

Geraldine P. Sullivan

Shirley Surgeon

Allan B. Taylor

Elizabeth Taylor

Margaret V. Tedone

James Thompson

Samuel H. Title 

Dr. Humphrey Tonkin

Antonina P. Uccello

Carlos Valinho

Walter Wick 

Shawn Wooden 
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Big Read Inspires Community Gardeners
Anwar Ahmad started a community project this sum-
mer inspired by composting workshops he ran at 
SAND Ropkins branch as part of The Grapes of Wrath, 
The Big Read initiative, supported by the National En-
dowment for the Arts.

The result has been helping his customers grow fresh 
food in a community garden near the 
library.

“Last summer I took an organic farming 
class at Capital Community College,” 
says Anwar, manager of the SAND/Ropkins branch.  
“That class enabled me to learn a little more about 
something I was always interested in.”

Over the winter he gathered seeds that he used in the 
adult summer reading program.

“I wanted to put together the folks from my composting 
class, the seeds and start an organic garden,” he says.  
He did just that.

He had the summer adult readers study “Grow or Die: 
The Good Guide to Survival Gardening.”

“I invited the adults to take the seedlings we grew and 
plant them in the shared space at the Battles Street 
Garden, “  says Ahmad, who secured the 30 foot by 60 
foot plot that he divided into 3 foot by 4 foot plots.

They grew tomatoes, peppers, onions, sqaush, herbs, 

gandules (pigeon peas), recao (similar to cilantro), in 
this community garden.

Latroya Blue, a mother of three who works at St. Fran-
cis Hospital, is one of the gardeners.

”I went to visit the library with the children and Mr. 
Anwar told me about the garden that he had. He had 
different plots. He invited me to visit and one Saturday 
I came with my kids. We had a chance to plant some 
tomatoes and some onions. My kids were so excited 
about it. They never planted anything like this. We never 
had a garden. I always wanted a garden. This was my 
opportunity to learn. I think it’s so great that he has 
this. He opened up to the public to share his love and 
interest of garden and have other learn about it. I think 
it’s a great way. I love the fact we get to grow our own 
vegetables. It’s a way to save money and it’s a way to 
teach others to get a plot and garden.

“I read somewhere when you garden and put your 
hands in the dirt it’s a way to relieve stress. It’s a way for 
young children to get out, get involved in the commu-
nity, and learn something new.”

SAND Ropkins Branch Manager Anwar Ahmad runs his composting 
class as part of the NEA sponsored The Big Read program featuring 
John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath.
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Generous Neighbors
Howard and Sandy Fromson live on the same street 
as the downtown Hartford Public Library. They are 
frequent visitors.

“I think it’s the one institution in town where almost 
everybody feels welcome,” Howard says. “And it’s really 
central to the existence of downtown Hartford. In the 
morning I am always amazed. I see this line of people 
waiting to get in when the library opens. It’s such a 
welcoming place.  It fills almost everybody’s need.  
Everytime I pass by I get a wonderful feeling.”

The Fromsons are generous donors. 
But they give in other ways, too.

Howard, a graduate of Harvard and a 
World War II veteran, started his own 
company, Ano-coil, in Rockville in 1957.  He recently 
sold the printing plate manufacturing company, but he 
keeps his art workshop in the building’s basement.

About a decade ago he started making art.  His spe-
cialty is a triangular pyramid called a tetrahedron.  He 
has made chairs and sculptures using this shape by 
bending, crimping and folding sheets of steel in repeat-
ing patterns.  One of his most common creations is the 
Fromson Tetra Chairs.

A photo of a pair of these chairs is found in the South 
Reading room. His “Tête-à-Tête” sculpture shows two 
chairs welded together, which would be the perfect 
arrangement for a private conversation between two 
people who would face each other.

Howard’s “Skin and Bones,” two complementary 13-foot 
high structures made of tetrahedron shapes that oscillate 

when you touch them, stand tall in the Kitchen@HPL.

His “Who, What, When, Where, Why” is a question mark 
made of small tetrahedron shapes that hangs at the 
end of a hallway on the second floor, and is visible from 
the main floor.

Sandy Benson Fromson is also an artist. She works 
in fiber, creating felted garments including hats, coats 
and capes. She will be showing her work in the Library’s 
ArtWalk Gallery, along with Ellen Schiffman, in: Fiber 
Alchemy: Two Viewpoints, Oct. 14 through Nov. 27.

Howard  From-
son, below, is the 
creator of “Skin 
and Bones,” far left, 
and “Tête-à-tête,” 
above, which make 
use of his favorite 
tetrahedron shape.
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Teens Can Be Creative At YOUMedia
YOUMedia, a teen learning space, opened at Hartford 
Public Library on Oct 2, 2014.

The model for the program came out of a digital learn-
ing space in the Chicago Public Library begun in 2009.

The philosophy of YOUMedia is 
based on the research of Mizuko Ito, 
a Japanese cultural anthropologist at 
the University of California, Irvine and 
author of the book Living and Learning 
with Digital Media.

YOUMedia is a HOMAGO space, which stands for 
Hang Out, Mess Around and Geek Out, based on Ito’s 
research about how teens interact digitally.

The six content areas in YOUMedia are: video/photo; 

music production;  computer programming; gaming; 
design; and creative maker spaces.  YOUMedia staff 
work with teens with an eye to college and career readi-
ness.

Teens in Hartford created digital projects, a Best of 
Hartford Hip Hop album, and projects involving textiles, 
3D printing, laser cutting, and game design.

YOUMedia is open to teens ages 13 to 19, Tuesday 
through Thursday, 3 to 8 pm; Friday, 3 to 5 pm; and 
Saturday, 10 to 5 pm.

Funders for Hartford Public Library’s YOUMedia include 
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, the Travelers 
Foundation, The Hartford Financial Services Group, 
Fund for Greater Hartford, and Lincoln Financial.

YOUMedia at Hartford Public Library is a creative learning environment open to teens to “hang out, mess around, and geek out.”
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Learning Later In Life
The Creative Aging program runs workshops for adults 
55 years and older.  These classes continue the pro-
gramming initiated in the Library’s Arts and Archives: 
Master Classes in the Arts and Humanities for Older 
Adults series. 

The goal is to have social and informa-
tive creative learning experiences, foster 
lifelong learning through the arts, and 
most importantly, to have fun.

For each HPL class, a master artist signed on to 
present eight, two-hour sessions. Each group had a 
public display of the students’ work at the end of the 
sessions.

Karen O’Maxfield, an artist and photographer from 
Hartford, taught her students the basics of working 
with a digital camera, how to create a PowerPoint pre-
sentation, and how to compose good pictures. 

Julio Valencia Cortijo’s students from the Hispanic Se-
nior Center learned Plena folkloric songs and dances. 

Irma Nelson held a quilting class in the Downtown Li-
brary. Participants began with 27-inch squares, learned 
to use templates, hand pieced the blocks, created 
borders, and bound the edges with mitered corners. 

Creative Aging in America’s Libraries is supported by 
a National Leadership Grant from the U.S. Institute of 
Museum and Library Services in collaboration with 
Lifetime Arts, Inc., AARP Foundation, American Library 
Association and Westchester Library System.

Park Branch Manager Letty Cotto, top photo, introduces the senior students in the Puerto Rican music class.  Below, quilters from a series of 
Creative Learning classes showed off their work in an exhibition.
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Leap Into Learning
Leap Into Learning is the Hartford Public Library’s 
early learning and literacy network for Hartford’s 
youngest residents.

The target audiences are children from birth to 
age 5; parents and caregivers; childcare providers 
in homes, schools and centers; and community 
groups and organizations that serve young children 
and their caregivers.

Being prepared for kindergarten is the key for 
academic success and lifelong learning. Children 
take part in play activities and classes in the library.  

The program also delivers services into the 
community with its Leap Into Learning 
Literacy van, donated by the Hoffman 
Auto Group.

Donors who have made Leap Into 
Learning possible include: The Ahern Family 
Foundation, The Brown Rudnick Charitable 
Foundation, Howard & Sandy Fromson, George A. 
and  Grace Long Foundation, Cate & John Grady-
Benson, Hoffman Auto Group, J. Walton Bissell 
Foundation, Barry N. Lastra & Alison Coolbrith, 
Monday Reading Club of Hartford, Newman’s Own 
Foundation, John & Terry Ryan, Tim & Gerri Sullivan, 
The College Club of Hartford, The Robert and 
Margaret Patricelli Family Foundation. 

Rajranie Busgith, early literacy specialist, 
drives the Leap Into Learning van.

Young children can find story hours, reading preparation, and other learning readiness activities in the Leap Into Learning program.

Auden di-Corcia-D’Amato, library assistant in the children’s department, reads to children in the 
downtown library.
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Locations
1 Downtown Library

500 Main Street 
860.695.6300

2 Albany Branch
1250 Albany Avenue  
860.695.7380

3 Barbour Branch
259 Barbour Street 
860.695.7400

4 Blue Hills Branch
649 Blue Hills Avenue 
860.695.7420

5 Camp Field Branch
30 Campfield Avenue 
860.695.7440

6 Dwight Branch
7 New Park Avenue
860.695.7460

7 Goodwin Branch
460 New Britain Avenue
860.695.7480

8 Mark Twain Branch
55 Forest Street
860.695.7540

9 Park Branch
744 Park Street 
860.695.7500

10 SAND/Ropkins Branch
1750 Main Street
860.695.7520

Young children can find story hours, reading preparation, and other learning readiness activities in the Leap Into Learning program.
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Representatives from Hartford 
Public Library, the City of Hart-
ford, and the University of Con-
necticut, sign the partnership 
papers on April 21 to locate the 
university’s downtown library 
inside Hartford Public Library.

In attendance: UConn President 
Susan Herbst, HPL CEO Bridget 
Quinn-Carey, Hartford Mayor Luke 
Bronin, HPL Chief Administrative 
Officer Mary T. Tzambazakis, and 
UConn Attorney Robert Sitkowski.

Hartford Public Library Welcomes University of Connecticut


