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Cheers to 250 years! 

Hartford Public Library (HPL) has been serving Hartford as the 
go-to center for education, literacy, culture, technology and civic 
engagement for two and a half centuries. Not many institutions in 
our country can make a claim that they are older than the United 
States, but Hartford Public Library proudly holds that honor. We 
look forward to the next 250 years.
 
Each year, we look back at HPL’s services, programs and con-
nections and feel a deep sense of gratitude for the thousands of 
people who make this happen—our staff, board, ambassadors, 
volunteers, partners, donors, elected officials and community 
members who show their support in so many ways. HPL is here 
to serve you—our incredible community, and we’re proud to 
showcase some of this work in our 2024 Annual Report. 
 
While we continue to repair, renovate, and reimagine the Down-
town Library in response to the catastrophic flood of December 
2022, we have worked hard to bring back access along the way: 
on the patio, in the Center for Contemporary Culture, in our class-
rooms, through the Downtown Library’s new StoryStash and in 
reopening the Cafe. A shout out to all the branch and Boundless 
Library locations, community partners and to our outreach teams 
for shouldering the increases in visits and services while the 
Downtown Library is closed. 
 
As we wrap up our 250th year, we take this moment to recognize 
our Library staff for their steadfast commitment to the HPL mis-
sion, and our community for your continued support. We look 
forward to welcoming you back through our Main Street doors 
this fall.

“For 250 years, the 
Hartford Public Library 
has been a pillar of our 

community, meeting the 
changing needs of our 

City. Today, it stands 
as a vital center for 

learning, innovation, 
and community services 

for residents in every 
corner of Hartford.  As we 
celebrate this milestone, 

we look forward to the 
library’s continued role in 
shaping the future of our 

City, always changing, 
always evolving, and 

always striving to better 
serve the residents of 

Hartford.”

Hon. Arunan D. Arulampalam, 
Mayor

Bridget E. Quinn

David S. Barrett
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Bridget E. Quinn
PRESIDENT & CEO

Hon. Arunan D. Arulampalam
MAYOR, EX-OFFICIO
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2023–24 AT A GLANCE

TOTAL CIRCULATION

118,079
TOTAL NUMBER OF VISITORS

303,349 
TOTAL PROGRAMS (LIVE & VIRTUAL)

4,369 
REFERENCE QUESTIONS ANSWERED

35,733 
TOTAL PROGRAM ATTENDANCE

70,088

TOP: A customer browses during the Downtown Library Patio 
Service. BOTTOM: Young explorers from Catholic Charities 
Archdiocese of Hartford’s Summer Survivor youth program 
delved into Hartford’s rich history with interactive puzzles, 
engaging books, a lively game of I-Spy, and historical photos.
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The collaboration between Capital Workforce Part-
ners (CWP), CT State Department of Adult Educa-
tion, and Hartford Public Library (HPL) has facilitated 
employment access to hundreds of unemployed and 
underemployed youth and adults

The American Place (TAP) integrates career read-
iness into all of its adult education classes, and has 
introduced several certificate training programs in 
high-demand industries including, IT, Food & Hospi-
tality, Security, and Health. In response to state and 
national home-care workforce shortages and aging 
immigrant population, TAP offered a Personal Care 
Aide and CPR certificate training to students enrolled 
in HPL’s ESL Program, leveraging students’ cultural 
and language assets.

Disconnected youth are a high priority for HPL’s 
workforce development programs. Supported in part 
by Capital Workforce Partners, TAP enrolled twenty 
youth, between the ages of 18–24, in its Saturday 

Academy IT Certificate Training held at the Boundless 
Library @ West Middle. Participants receive inten-
sive IT training, job shadowing, and internships in 
preparation for passing the industry-recognized Comp-
TIA A+ certificate. A key aspect of this program is the 
individualized mentorship, attention, and care provid-
ed by Library staff.

HPL’s personalized approach to youth continued this 
spring and throughout the summer. The Library part-
nered with CWP’s Summer Youth Employment Learn-
ing Program to offer 15 youth 2-weeks of professional 
development activities and 6-weeks of direct work 
experience. Participants were placed at the various 
branches where they served as Digital Navigators, 
Citizenship Ambassadors, Summer Learning Program 
Assistants and YOUMedia mentors. Overseen by the 
Library’s Human Resources, the interns gained invalu-
able workforce experience in a safe, inclusive, and 
productive way and received a subsidized wage.

workforce

TOP: Zachary Peters, IT Support Associate (left), works with Arman Shabestari, a student from TAP’s 
CompTia A+ IT training program (right). BOTTOM: Summer Youth Employment and Learning Program.
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Providing for the community in creative ways is 
a hallmark of our neighborhood libraries and we 
continue to find new ways to introduce resourc-
es. The Barbour Library continued its partnership 
with Foodshare, with funding from Peoples Bank, 
adding The Emergency Food Assistance Program 
(TEFAP), Midwest Food Bank, and oral hygiene 
kits from Sun Life Financial/DentaQuest. The Al-
bany Library distributed food weekly on Wednes-
days from Food Rescue.

The Camp Field Library set up a Hat & Mitten Tree 
for all ages in the entrance of the library resulting 
in fifteen items being donated and distributed. In 
January, Dwight had its 3rd annual Winter Warm 
Hands event collaborating with Button Up Con-
necticut, who donated over 100 coats of all sizes 
for children and adults. The event was well attend-
ed, and customers enjoyed refreshments and 
left excited with their choice of coats. The Albany 
Library, partnering with community stakeholder 
Violette Haldane with Advocacy to Legacy, Inc., 
organized a holiday party for over 65 children 
spreading festive cheer. The Park Library @ the 
Lyric implemented their Youth Service Prevention 
Grant by providing weekly Family Game Nights 
January through April including both dinner and 
activities, tabling by community partners and pre-
sentations related to resources.

community care

This past September, HPL was awarded $30,000
from the Network of the National Library of
Medicine (NNLM) to work with partner Com-
munity Health Center Inc., for health related 
programming to create awareness around the 
National Institutes of Health initiative, “All of Us”. 
A wide range of programs was provided through-
out the Library system. Albany Library hosted 
aroma therapy, sleep harmony and weight 
management workshops. Barbour Library held 
weekly science-based practices paired with 
creative activities designed to rewire the brain. 
Camp Field Library hosted author Djuly Fleurant 
for an enriching dialogue to bring awareness to 
generational trauma and how our past experi-
ences have impacted us. At Dwight Library there 
were six monthly healthy cooking demonstra-
tions by Lindsey Kent, a registered dietitian. 
Seven Zumba fitness classes took place at the 
Park Street Library @ the Lyric over a 2-month 
period. While at Ropkins Library, participants 
learned about the pickling process with a con-
nection to gut health. 

A bilingual HPL Health and Wellness Libguide, 
viewed over 1,300 times, was created to con-
nect people to health resources and materials in 
HPL’s collection. The Library on Wheels distrib-
uted 400 health kits containing stress balls, 
pedometers, exercise bands, mandala coloring 
kits, lotions, and more.

health &  
wellness

Food distribution at Barbour Library.

Last summer and again this year, Vision to Learn 
visited Hartford Public Library to provide no-

cost eye exams and glasses to children.
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It’s no cliche to say that The American Place (TAP) 
volunteers make a difference at Hartford Public Library. 
Year-round, these individuals dedicate up to 2 hours 
per week supporting and prepping our citizenship 
applicants to get ready for their naturalization tests and 
interviews. Non-native English-speaking applicants 
face the additional linguistic challenge of sitting for an 
in-depth exam requiring them to communicate and 
comprehend in a language not their own. 

Our Citizenship Coach volunteers participate in train-
ing sessions that offer a range of tutoring strategies 
and techniques to address these applicants’ dual need 
of mastering test content and acquiring a level of En-
glish proficiency to competently navigate the interview. 
One outstanding Citizenship Coach is Rick Porter, who 
has served as a volunteer for four years. Most Satur-
day mornings, Rick is providing 1-on-1 or small group 
prep sessions cheering on applicants whose interview 
appointments are fast approaching. He quizzes them 
on the facts of the 100 Civics questions with both hu-
mor and gentle guidance.

Carolyn Dorais is another longtime volunteer for TAP. 
A former English teacher, Carolyn has been especial-
ly helpful to students for whom English is a second 

language. Among the many TAP clients whom Car-
olyn has assisted, one student in particular stands 
out: Apolina Jerome and her family are refugees from 
Tanzania, Africa, and when Apolina was in high school 
she attended Hartford Public Library’s after-school 
program for immigrant and refugee teens. 

Carolyn tutored Apolina in person with her homework 
at Hartford Public Library during the 2019-2020 school 
year. However, in March of 2020, Covid hit. Carolyn 
taught herself Zoom so that she could continue to help 
Apolina virtually, during the spring of Apolina’s senior 
year of high school. Carolyn continued to tutor Apolina 
when she became a student at Capital Community 
College. When Apolina applied for citizenship, Caro-
lyn became her Citizenship Coach. Carolyn was also 
the Citizenship Coach for Apolina’s brother, Wilondja, 
a student at the University of Hartford.Both siblings 
became US Citizens in the last year!

Over the years, it has become apparent that as coach-
es work towards the common goal of their tutees’ citi-
zenship attainment, friendships of mutual regard often 
form that endure beyond the excitement of the natural-
ization ceremonies that many coaches are invited to 
witness.

volunteers

Toussaint Tumaini, a new arrival from Rwanda, works on English language 
and academic skills with tutor Abigail Salcedohernandez
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The Garden Club of Hartford (GCH), in part-
nership with Hartford Public Library, raised 
money from their members to design and 
plant the garden beds in the Park Street 
Library @ the Lyric’s Fromson Courtyard this 
past spring.

garden club

 Pictured left to right: Kathy Kraczkowsky, GCH 
member; Laura Berrera, HPL Volunteer; Donna 
Stout, HPL Ambassador & GCH member; Mem 
Morrissey, GCH member and garden designer; 
Katie Nixon, GCH President; Susan Rathgeber, 

CGH member; Al Gatti, GCH member, Carrie 
Hammond, HPL Ambassador & GCH member.
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Hartford Public Library was one of 62 organizations na-
tionwide selected to receive a National Endowment for 
the Arts Big Read grant. Funding supported a commu-
nity reading program focused on the novel Homego-
ing by Yaa Gyasi. The Big Read programming series 
kicked off with an author event with Yaa Gyasi at the 
5th Annual Hartford Book Festival. The event coincid-
ed with HPL’s “Our Narratives, Our Power” program-
ming series supporting BIWOC (Black and Indigenous 
Women of Color) writers in Hartford hosted in partner-
ship with local author group Hartford’s L.I.T. (Literary 
Integrated Trailblazers). This year’s festival included 
a focus on literary women’s groups; and featured 
local authors, book stores, workshops, panels, youth 
activities, open mic, literary highlights, publishers and 
a vibrant cultural live stage. 

As an initiative of the NEA in partnership with Arts Mid-
west, the Big Read serves to broaden understanding 

of our world, our communities, and ourselves through 
the power of a shared reading experience. 

The Big Read has been a staple at HPL for years. This 
year’s book selection was about the divergent lives of 
two half-sisters in Ghana and their descendants and 
offered opportunities for programming related to Black 
culture and history, including African Dance work-
shops, Kente cloth crafts, and book and panel discus-
sions.

Youth and Family Services selected the children’s 
book Nana Aka Goes to School, by Tricia Elam Walker, 
as a complement to the adult selection, and hosted 
Adinkra fabric stamping and family history workshops, 
among other activities. In total, more than 400 partic-
ipants of all ages attended this year’s Big Read pro-
grams.

the big read

TOP: Best-selling author Yaa Gyasi speaks with an attendee during a book 
signing held during the 2023 HLIT Hartford Book Festival. BOTTOM: Attendees 

browse vendors featured at the 2023 HLIT Hartford Book Festival
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Hartford Public Library celebrated the 20th season of the Baby Grand Jazz (BGJ) Se-
ries, sponsored by the Kaman Foundation. Longtime partners include the Hartford Jazz 
Society and WWUH 91.3 FM.

For two decades, this iconic series has been a bright spot in cold winter weekends as 
hundreds gather for free performances in the spirit of this city’s great legacy of jazz. 
From singer-songwriters to salsa combos, and all kicked off by a performance by Hart-
ford’s own legendary bassist Nat Reeves, the 2024 season of Baby Grand Jazz brought 
audiences a diverse slate of musical styles from around the region and across the state.

The opening performance also marked the re-opening of the Center for Contempo-
rary Culture, just in time for HPL’s 250th year. Hosted by Hartford Jazz Society board 
member Matt Chasen, this year’s series included Andrew Wilcox, Grammy-winning jazz 
singer and songwriter Nicole Zuriatis, the Thread City Jazz Trio, and many others, con-
cluding with a performance by perennial BGJ favorite and longtime friend of the Library 
Haneef Nelson.

Hartford’s love for jazz is a long and ongoing story, and, as a complement to the beloved 
Sunday performances, this year HPL brought back the popular Jazz 201 series, funded 
by the Greater Hartford Arts Council. This year’s eight-part lecture series on the history 
of jazz featured esteemed local musicians Haneef Nelson, Zaccai Curtis, Dr. Emmett 
Goods, and Alta DeChamplain.

baby grand jazz

TOP: Nat Reeves plays during the 2024 season of Baby Grand Jazz. BOTTOM: Grammy Award-winning Nicole Zuraitis 
performs on March 17th, 2024 at the Downtown Library for Baby Grand Jazz. Photos by Maurice Robertson.
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HPL Studios is a growing and evolving service innovation offering recording and film 
production services including content production, and audio and video production/
post-production workshops and training sessions to enhance user skills and content. 
HPL Studios also develops in-house film and audio projects.

Thoughts are Things, a 2022 short film exploring the impact of libraries and literacy on 
local communities, continues to screen at film festivals and director’s Q&A’s. The film, 
produced by HPL Studios, was selected to be shown at this year’s New England Library 
Association Conference. HPL Studios staff presented an informational session to a 
packed room of library professionals from across the country at the bi-annual Public 
Library Association conference in Columbus, OH.

HPL Studios was awarded a grant from Public Utilities Regulatory Authority which 
supported expanded programming and the purchase of publicly-accessible technology. 
This grant allowed HPL Studios to offer workshops in video and audio production and 
podcasting. Hosted by professional recording artists, videographers, and DJs, these 
workshops took students from idea to production, and culminated with listening parties 
and film screenings.

In celebration of Hartford Public Library’s 250th anniversary, HPL Studios launched 
the 250 Stories project, an archive of 250 community members’ library stories, giving 
tangible context to the impact of HPL on its community, and connecting this ground-
breaking multimedia program to the Library’s history.

hpl studios

TOP: Christopher Brown, Production Manager of HPL Studios, records footage for the 250 
Stories series. BOTTOM: Watch party for the Digital Filmmaking workshop.
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Hartford Public Library (HPL) in partnership with 
Hartford Public Schools (HPS) opened a new library 
media center at West Middle School (Pre-K through 
grade 5). The Boundless Library @ West Middle was 
funded by a generous grant from The Hartford that 
allowed HPL to transform the old media center into a 
renovated school media center and space for HPL’s 
The American Place (TAP) programming. The fund-
ing also allowed HPL to hire a full-time Youth Ser-
vices Librarian to provide services including story 
times, technology access, research assistance 
and book checkouts to West Middle students and 
staff.

In addition to books, students have access to com-
puters, STEAM learning backpacks, Launchpad 
tablets, and audio books. 

“The strong partnership between HPL and HPS 
serves as an impactful and dynamic model that 
creates equitable access to resources and pro-
gramming,” said Bridget E. Quinn, HPL President 
and CEO. “We are excited to be able to grow upon 
the already successful, award-winning model of our 
Boundless program and welcome The Boundless 
Library @ West Middle. We sincerely appreciate the 
investment of time and resources The Hartford has 
contributed to these efforts, which has created a 
seamless integration between the Library and West 
Middle School, opening an array of educational 
opportunities for students and targeted assistance 
for teachers.”

Hartford Public Library provides a rich array of 
literacy resources to summer learning program 
participants including storytelling, poetry, songs and 
hands-on STEAM and art components to expand 
students’ reading and language skills. This year’s 
“3, 2, 1 Blast Off... Summer Learning to the Moon, 
Mars, and Beyond” program participants explored 
science through STEAM-related workshops 
developed around our visiting NASA exhibit. The 
exhibit, which had components at three branches, 
was complemented by related library content includ-
ing books, videos, and other materials designed to 
ignite the students’ interest in reading, science, and 
space exploration. 

Hartford Public Library was honored to be one of 
only eight public libraries across the country select-
ed to receive the NASA exhibit. A formal exhibit 
opening took place at the Ropkins Library on July 
5, 2023 with Kickoff events at the Ropkins Library, 
Camp Field Library, Albany Library, and Park Street 
Library. Participants enjoyed astronaut ice cream, 
raffles, free books, space science demos from UCO-
NN STARS, several space-themed activities along 
with the Children’s Museum STARLAB planetarium 
programming. 

NASA also loaned the Library samples of moon 
rocks for a two-week period in July/August. HPL 
presented several workshops throughout the sum-
mer to HPS Early Start, giving students, teachers, 
youths and adults the opportunity to engage with 
samples from the moon collected by astronauts 
from the Apollo missions and samples of meteorites 
found all over the world.

boundless summer learning

The Boundless Enrichment Program sup-
ported 14 students while they obtained their 
driver’s permits and two students while they 
earned their driver’s licenses, all while provid-
ing 190 hours of driver’s education through 
a partnership with The Next Street. Our 
students felt empowered with greater inde-
pendence as they worked toward these goals 
and reinforced our commitment to removing 
the financial barrier to participate in driver’s 
education.

driver’s ed

Ribbon-cutting ceremony at the new 
Boundless Library @ West Middle.

A family celebrates the Summer Learning Kickoff 
during the Library’s 250th anniversary parade.
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Over the past two years, The American Place (TAP) 
program Barriers Can’t Stop Us has assisted 35 young 
women to gain admission to college and succeed. All 
students are immigrants or refugees from Latin Amer-
ica, the Caribbean, Africa, or the Middle East. These 
young women are graduates of TAP’s English Learner 
Success program for immigrant and refugee teens. 

The goals of Barriers Can’t Stop Us are to: 1) build 
success for young immigrant women as they strive to 

overcome academic, financial, and social barriers to 
earning a college degree 2) guide and support these 
young women as they attempt to navigate the unfamil-
iar channels of US higher education, and 3) reduce 
social isolation by creating networks of support with 
students from similar racial, ethnic, and socio-econom-
ic backgrounds.

Of these 35 students, one graduated from the Uni-
versity of Connecticut last June, and 30 are currently 

building success
enrolled in college and plan to continue their higher 
education this fall. The program, funded by The Aurora 
Foundation for Women & Girls, utilizes the natural as-
sets and strengths of these women—resiliency, com-
passion, and community/family orientation—to build 
nurturing networks of support with other women from 
similar backgrounds who share common educational 
goals.

TAP received grant funds from the U.S. Department of Education: 
Congressionally Funded Community Project to offer high dosage 
tutoring and a summer ESL bridge program to English Language 

Learners in high school. Through this program, 45 high school 
students will be entering college this fall. High school seniors 

(pictured below) were awarded computers for their successful 
completion of this after school ESL Opportunity for All program.
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For Meryth Andrews, the former North-West 
School in Hartford’s north end holds special 
meaning. It will become home to her grandfa-
ther’s collection of materials documenting the 
Black and African American experience in 
the Greater Hartford area. “We were told by the 
appraiser that we were holding on to the largest 
private collection of African American materi-
als in New England,” she said. The collection, 
named after her grandfather, John E. Rogers, is 
now part of HPL’s historical collections housed 
in its Hartford History Center. Formally trans-
ferred to the Library this past year, it will be a 
key holding in a proposed research center 
planned for HPL’s expanded Albany Library into 
the neighboring historic school.

The John E. Rogers African American Cultural 
Center was founded in the early 1990s with the 
goal of finding a permanent home for the col-
lection. It has spent many years being moved 
around to various storage sites in the area.

A ceremony to mark the donation of the col-
lection to the Library, which filled more than 
two moving vans, was held in February at the 
Albany Library.

john e. rogers 
collectionHartford Public Library (HPL) added its 

first social worker to its staff as a means of 
strengthening the organization’s ability to 
respond to social service requests. In the first 
half of 2024, over forty referrals were made to 
various social service agencies by the social 
worker. A formal relationship was established 
with the Connecticut Department of Social 
Services, and HPL now serves as an advisor 
on the creation of the CT Department of So-
cial Services’ Opportunity Centers as well as 
supporting the department’s work on reach-
ing clients virtually. 

social service

HPL expanded the free museum and attrac-
tion passes through new partnerships with 
Theaterworks and the Hartford Symphony Or-
chestra. Theaterworks productions included 
Sanctuary City, a play about teen DREAMers 
forging their place in the US and the produc-
tion Sandra, a psychological thriller about a 
woman’s mysterious disappearance. Hartford 
Symphony Orchestra presented the sym-
phony The Planets, inspired by the musical 
experience of an African American Pentecos-
tal church service.

cultural passes

John E. Rogers’ granddaughter, Meryth Andrews, 
speaks during a press conference held to 

announce the acquisition of the John E. Rogers 
collection to the Hartford History Center.
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Hartford Public Library honored Mayor 
Luke Bronin with the Caroline M. Hew-
ins Medal – for his outstanding work as 
Mayor of Hartford and his partnership 
with the Library. 

beyond words

26

Nicole Hawkins, Leap into Learning Home 
Daycare Program Coordinator
2023 Read to Grow’s Literacy Champion Award

Hartford Public Library 
2023 Leadership Greater Hartford’s Polaris Award, 
Excellence in Community Leadership 

Graciela Rivera, Branch Manager
12th Tribute to Hispanic Women

Hartford Public Schools (HPS)
nominated by HPL for I Partner with My Public Library 
Award.

Homa Naficy, Executive Director, The 
American Place
Carnegie Corporation’s 2024 Great Immigrants, 
Great Americans

Hartford Public Library 2024 logo rebrand
created in partnership with Miranda Creative, won 1 
gold and 3 silver design awards at the Connecticut Art 
Directors Club Awards

JULY 2023 
Alexandra Cabrera, Creativity & Innovation Award 
Nancy Caddigan, Above & Beyond Award 
Maureen Heher, Nurturer Award 
Stephany Dominguez Jorge, Teamplayer Award 
Zachary Peters, Customer Service Award 

SEPTEMBER 2023 
Celebrated Andrea Figueroa, 35 Years of Service 

OCTOBER 2023 
Daniel Alexandre, Above & Beyond 
Marianne Lorio, Teamplayer Award 
Lizandra Matias, Nurturer Award 

JANUARY 2024 
Desiree Anderson, Above & Beyond 
Angel Aviles, Above & Beyond 
Felicia Gardner, Nurturer Award 
Billy Ortiz-Diaz, Teamplayer Award 
Karina Ramirez, Teamplayer Award
Celebrated Elizabeth Davis, 40 Years of Service 

APRIL 2024 
Rajranie Busgith, Community Award 
Alexa Esposito, Departmental Service Award 
Ada Roman, Community Award

awards & 
recognition

staff awards

TOP: Featured author Ayana Mathis was 
interviewed on Stage by HPL Ambassador, Duby 
McDowell. BOTTOM: Greg Davis, past HPL board 

chair; Mayor Luke Bronin,;Bridget Quinn, HPL 
President & CEO; David Barrett, HPL Board Chair.
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The Digital Library Lab @ Hartford Public Library 
(DLL@HPL) enjoyed significant growth this past 
year. The digital lab added staffing and technology, 
increased its training and knowledge-base, and 
expanded its role as a social enterprise for Hartford 
students and young adults. 

Student interns worked on projects ranging from 
digitizing HPL’s large collection of Hartford Times 
newspaper photographs and clippings to digitizing 
historic videotapes of Hartford Puerto Rican culture 
for the University of Connecticut. The DLL@HPL is a 
resource for the City of Hartford’s various agencies and 
authorities including the Hartford Housing Authority 
and the Hartford Development Services Office. This 
past year, the DLL@HPL has worked on grant propos-
als with the Mark Twain House and Museum, Harriet 
Beecher Stowe Center, and the University of Connecti-
cut’s Department of History, developing a scope of 
work for creating, indexing and sharing digital ob-
jects.

Acclaimed architecture and dance photographer Philip 
Trager of Fairfield, CT entrusted his entire collection 

of published and unpublished prints, as well as career 
documents to the DLL@HPL for digitization, index-
ing and metadata services. Trager, whose work is 
archived in the Library of Congress, preferred DLL’s 
high level of technology and expertise coupled with 
personalized local service and simple communication. 

The DLL@HPL is a resource for all. Individuals who 
want personal service and fear the risks inherent in 
shipping have hand-carried their most cherished per-
sonal documents and memorabilia to the Library. The 
Mermin family of New Haven recently contracted with 
the DLL@HPL to digitize ten family notebooks and 
additional family photo albums. For the notebooks, the 
DLL@HPL applied AI tools and techniques to tran-
scribe challenging handwriting into searchable text. 

The DLL@HPL digitized two original oversized scrap-
books maintained for years by the lead guitarist of 
the legendary rock ‘n roll band The Animals. The 
high-quality digitized scrapbook pages will be used in a 
2025 BBC documentary.

digital library lab

The Digital Library Lab Manager, Brad Overturf, works on 
digitizing historic clippings from the Hartford Times 
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HPL’s Library of Things is a collection of non-
traditional items available to be checked out 
with a library card: board and outdoor games, 
sewing machines, kitchen equipment, home 
repair items, craft kits, and beyond. Items are 
available at the branch libraries and Down-
town, and provide opportunities for lifelong 
learning, discovery, and engagement. In April, 
the Dwight Library hosted a Library of Things 
Petting Zoo, showcasing the full catalog of 
items. Customers were able to try, play, and 
check them out with their library card. In the 
spirit of sharing and sustainability, the Library 
of Things allows customers to try before they 
buy, or to borrow an item for which they have 
a brief and temporary need, such as a baking 
pan or cookie cutter in a specific or seasonal 
shape.

Popular with customers, the Library of Things 
has proved to be a favorite online as well: an 
Instagram reel featuring the Library of Things 
was viewed almost 5,000 times!

library
of things

The Emergency Broadband Funds provided 
for the acquisition and distribution of 20 Grand-
Pads, digital tablets designed for older adults, 
to low-income seniors. After a demonstration at 
the Parkville Senior Center, borrowers received 
one-on-one training prior to checking out the 
device. The GrandPads have 24/7 customer 
support and can be used with cellular connec-
tivity, making them accessible for users who 
may not have Wi-Fi at home. They have large 
icons, an easy-to-use interface, and preloaded 
apps such as video calling, email, and internet 
browsing. 

grandpads

A customer using their new GrandPad.
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On January 3, Hartford Public Library launched 
its 250th anniversary celebrations with a reveal 
of a new brand and logo in HPL’s Center for Con-
temporary Culture. The launch event, led by HPL 
President and CEO Bridget E. Quinn and recently 
sworn-in Hartford Mayor Arunan Arulampalam, 
offered attendees the “first look” of the new primary 
brand as well as an anniversary brand that will be 
used through 2024. The new brand is a collection of 
meaningful icons that represent the services, com-
munity, and core values of HPL. “We are so thrilled 
to unveil this new brand, bringing a refreshed visual 
identity to our distinguished institution founded 
in 1774,” said HPL President and CEO Bridget E. 
Quinn.

HPL has a wide range of programs and activities 
planned to celebrate this historic milestone and en-
gage the community in the ongoing legacy of HPL. 
Events to date included birthday parties at all Library 
locations, a February 22nd evening reception, a 
“historic” parade to kick off the 2024 Summer Learn 
programming, and a citywide scavenger hunt. In 
FY 25, the celebrating continues with a “fun”raising 
event at the Thomas Hooker Brewery this Septem-
ber. This October, HPL will debut Caroline Hewins: 
First Lady of the Library, published by HPL and writ-
ten and illustrated by Library staff Marie Jarry and 
Natalie Curtis. 

“This is a major milestone for a library system that 
is older than our nation,” said Mayor Arulampalam. 
“Bridget and her staff are continually innovating and 
expanding the ways in which they serve the resi-
dents of our city. It is part of what makes Hartford 
Public Library the best library system in the country.”

250 years
Deborah Agrella-Raupach 

and Robert Raupach
Frances O. Anderson
Kathleen Arsenault
Arunan and Liza Arulampalam
David Barrett
Amy and Michael Barron
Gloria Bent
Jodiann Black
Catherine Blinder
Sarah Brino
Valerie Bryan
Carol Canino
Patricia Cell
Janet Chambers
Polly U. Champ
Francis Chiaramonte and 

Girvice Archer
Christine Ciccone and Peter Waite
Alex Cielo
Kristen M. Clark
Charles C. Cleary
Susan and Brian Clemow
Andréa Comer
Shannon Cooper
Beth and Rick Costello
Sandra Coyle
Lois DeBoer
Mary-Louise Diaz-Matos
Akia Dieuseul
Catherine and Terry D’Italia
Anne Melissa Dowling
Jessica Emonds

Stuart and Melissa Ewing
Marianne Gilbert Finnegan
Ruth Fitzgerald and David Sageman
Larry and Beverly Fleming
Walter and May-Wo Giger
Barnaby Horton and Hannah 

Granfield-Horton
Violette O. Haldane
Carrie and Jonathan Hammond
Carlos Hernández-Chávez
Herbert G. Isaacson
Deborah Jaramillo
Marie Jarry
Kathleen Kane-Francalangia
Elizabeth and Eamonn Kilmartin
Wendy Kwalwasser
Hernan and Evelyn LaFontaine
Joseph F. Lea
Susan Lennon and Robert Merritt
Robert Lingeman and Jane Howe
Margaret R. Lorence
Sharon and Guy Marhewka
Linda F. Martin
Antonio and Aileen Matta
Brenda Miller
Mary Lee Morrison
Shanee Moses
Leah and Stewart Murchie
Sarah and Jim Needham
Martha-Rea Nelson
Henroy Douglas and Lynn 

Olson-Douglas
Cecil and Lina Osho-Williams

Janet Palmer
Marta Papoosha
Laura Pels
Brewster and Judith Perkins
Lucille and Michael Plouffe
Matthew K. Poland
Elliott and Eileen Pollack
Maureen Potaski
Bridget E. Quinn
Sedrick and Alyce Rawlins
Bessy Reyna and Susan Holmes
Jean Rioux
Maurice D. Robertson
Ellen Robinson and Jim Condren
Gilda and David Roncari
Jerry Kelch and Enid Lynn Rosenthal
Juan and Ana Rua
Wanda N. Seldon
Lynn and Daniel Sharp
Phyllis Shikora and Douglas A. Cohen
Carol Sicbaldi
Robert and Sharon Smith
Donna and Samuel Stout
Gerri and Tim Sullivan
Deidre and Frank Tavera
Karen T. Taylor
Allan and Sally Taylor
Marie Denise Voltaire
Alexandra Wahl
Edwin Williams and Carolyn Carlson
John Wirzbicki
Hyacinth Yennie

250th donors

OPPOSITE: Scenes from Hartford Public Library’s 250th birthday party.

As of 6/30/24
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The repair and first phase of renovation of the Down-
town Library is nearing completion, with plans to re-
open the Main Street doors in the fall of 2024. Over the 
past year significant updates and repairs were made 
including a new main elevator, structural repair of the 
signature stairwell, walls and flooring, lighting, electri-
cal, HVAC, plumbing, signage, acoustical treatments, 
ADA improvements and other updates. Most HPL 
employees were relocated to other Library locations 
or to temporary workspace during the construction. 
We reopened the Center for Contemporary Culture 
and first floor classrooms in early 2023 for meetings, 
classes and events. We welcomed Berkins Café in 
December 2023 to the delight of staff on site, and 
neighborhood residents and businesses. Outdoor Pa-
tio Library service was launched in the summer/fall of 
2023 and was back in the spring of 2024. StoryStash, 
a 24/7 book locker, was launched to provide materials 
to users missing books!

Two other major capital projects continue to move 
forward. The City of Hartford authorized the use of 234 
Barbour Street as the future home of a new 15,000 
square foot standalone Library to replace the current 
storefront Library in Unity Plaza. The new Library 
location ensures long term sustainability and the ability 
to serve as an economic, educational and cultural 
anchor for the community—including an additional 
13,000 square feet of library space. Design develop-
ment is well underway, with groundbreaking anticipat-
ed in 2025.

The renovation and expansion of the Albany Library 
includes an addition to and renovation of the North 
West School to become an expanded cultural, educa-
tional and youth services hub for the community. The 
project, which requires remediation and stabilization 
of the historic former school, is slated to commence in 
2025.

construction update

Construction at the Downtown Library.
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FEDERAL, STATE, & 
MUNICIPAL SUPPORT 

City of Hartford
Connecticut Health & Educational 

Facilities Authority (CHEFA)
Connecticut State Department 

of Education
Connecticut Judicial Branch
Connecticut Public Utilities 

Regulatory Authority
Connecticut State Library
Federal Communications Commission 
Hartford Chamber of Commerce
National Endowment for the Arts
National Film Preservation Foundation
National Library of Medicine
U.S. Department of Education
US Department of Homeland 

Security (DHS / USCIS)

ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT  
$100,000+ 
Capital Workforce Partners, Inc.
Eversource Energy
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
Kaman Foundation, Inc.
Travelers Foundation/Companies, Inc.

$75,000–$99,999 
The Beatrice Fox Auerbach 

Foundation Fund
The Hartford

$50,000–$74,999 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

$25,000–$49,999 
Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation
Global Atlantic Financial Company
Greater Hartford Arts Council
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving

Mandell-Braunstein Family Foundation
Robert & Margaret Patricelli 

Family Foundation

$10,000–$24,999 
Ares Management Corporation
Aurora Women and Girls 

Foundation, Inc.
Bank of America
Brown Rudnick Charitable 

Foundation Corp.
Dalio Education
J. Walton Bissell Foundation, Inc.
Liberty Bank Foundation
Richard P. Garmany Fund at 

the Hartford Foundation 
for Public Giving

Stanley D. and Hinda N. Fisher 
Fund at the Hartford 
Foundation for Public Giving

Talcott Financial Group

The Sharon R. ​O’Meara Fund 
at the Hartford Foundation 
for Public Giving

Verizon

$5,000–$9,999 
Charles Nelson Robinson Fund, 

Bank of America, N.A., Trustee
Evelyn W. Preston Memorial 

Trust Fund, Bank of 
America, N.A., Trustee

PeoplesBank
Wilmington Trust/M&T Bank
Zachs Family Fund

$2,500–$4,999 
Berkins on Main
Endow Hartford 21 Fund
George A. and Grace L. Long 

Foundation, Bank of 
America, N.A., Trustee

Hoffman Auto Group
Lastra Coolbrith Fund
Legrand/Wiremold
Southside Institutions Neighborhood 

Alliance, Inc. (SINA)
Trinity College
UCONN Hartford
Webster Bank

$1,000–$2,499 
American Federation of Teachers
Bland Family Foundation
Capital Region Education Council
CLA
Downes Construction Company
Feged-Vergara Family Fund
Fire by Forge
Jewish Community Foundation
Marion W. Minton & Walter J. 

Minton Foundation, Inc.
Monday Reading Club
Paul H. Eddy and Elizabeth 

J. Normen Fund
The Connecticut Museum of 

Culture and History

The Zachs Family Foundation, Inc.
TSKP Studio
United Way of Central and 

Northeastern Connecticut

UNDER $1,000 
Advocacy to Legacy, Inc.
Amica
Ensign-Bickford Aerospace 

& Defense Company
Hartford Healthcare
Marion and Ellsworth Grant Fund 

at the Hartford Foundation 
for Public Giving

Phillip I. Blumberg Fund
Real Art Ways
Society of the Descendants of 

the Founders of Hartford
The Contreras Family Charitable Fund 

of the Ayco Charitable Foundation
The Mark Twain House & Museum
The Paisely Fund
Trumble Family Fund
Voya Financial

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT 
$20,000+ 
Beth & Rick Costello
Phyllis Shikora & Douglas A. Cohen

$10,000–$19,999 
Anonymous Unknown
Sandra Bender Fromson
Andrew Diaz-Matos & Josye Utick
Margaret & Robert Patricelli
Marc & Laura Shafer
Gerri & Tim Sullivan

$5,000–$9,999 
Alexander Adami
David S. Barrett
Carol Canino
Coleman H. & Jo Champlin Casey
Suzanne M. Hopgood
Don & Nancy Hunt

Sara & Edward Lashetski
Sarah & Jim Needham
Belle K. Ribicoff

$2,500–$4,999 
Rose Marie Cilia 
Cate Grady-Benson
Ruth Fitzgerald & David Sageman
Mary & Robert LaPorte
Barry Lastra
Adlyn & Ted Loewenthal
David & Jane Robinson
Gilda & David Roncari
Ann Thompson & Jim Childress

$1,000–$2,499 
Laura & Robert Arena
Arunan & Liza Arulampalam
Amy & Michael Barron
Maxine Bleiweis
John Bourdeaux
Alison & Stephen Brinkmann
Luke & Sara Bronin
Susan L. Carey
Ellen Robinson & Jim Condren
Catherine & Terry D’Italia
Anne Melissa Dowling
Carlos Espinosa
Stuart & Melissa Ewing
Gina Federico & Kevin Stackow
Carlos R. Feged & Martha P. Vergara
Susan Fiengo
Karen Fitzgerald
Robert & Linda Forrester
John & Tracy Gale	
Floyd W. Green III
Bradley Harper & Scott Walter
Barnaby Horton & Hannah 

Granfield-Horton
Ann & Patrick Kenny
Janice & David Klein
Marcia Lattimore
Susan Lennon & Robert Merritt
Jenn Lovell
Nancy Macy & Robert Painter
Anne E. McAloon

Hartford Public Library Thanks You, Our Donors
July 1, 2023–June 30, 2024
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Patsy L. Mundy
Leah & Stewart Murchie
Homa Naficy
Elizabeth Normen & Paul Eddy
Dan & Peggy O’Shea
Brewster & Judith Perkins
Jenny Minton Quigley & Dan Quigley
Bridget E. Quinn
Chrissie & Ezra Ripple
Donna & Samuel Stout
Laura Santirocco
Allan & Sally Taylor
Debrah Welling & Jack Intrator
Henry & Judith Zachs

$500–$999 
Elizabeth & Harris Appelman
Ronald Apter & Carrie Berman Apter
Capri & John Brighenti
Valerie Bryan
Andréa Comer
Mark Contreras
Frances & Edgar Dalrymple
Cedric DeLaCruz
Mary-Louise Diaz-Matos
Carla Ten Eyck
Carrie & Jonathan Hammond
Jonathan & Kellyanne Ingalls
Kathleen Kane-Francalangia
Marian Kellner & Tim McLaughlin
Robert Lingeman & Jane Howe
Antonio & Aileen Matta
Brenda Miller & Pradeep Bajaj
Maria Miranda
Hon. Daniel A. & Dr. Rebecca A. Morris
Roohan Nistar
Emily Noel & Timothy Sullivan
Linda & Pat Proctor
Tom & Tracey Quigley
Bessy Reyna & Susan Holmes
Thomas Ritter & Christine Keller
Katie Russo
Lynn & Daniel Sharp
John Simoneau
Pamela & Peter Sobering

Mark Socha & Maura McNulty
Charles & Elizabeth Stewart
Karen T. Taylor
Thomas & Dougie Trumble
Theodore Tucci & Nancy Hronek
Tyrone V. Walker
Nancy Wheeler & Tom Willits

$250–$499
Anonymous
Robyne Watkin-Anson & Mark Anson
Wendy Avery
Antay Bilgutay & Paul Ditolla
Russell & Carla Blair
John & Marla Byrnes
Ted & Jane Carroll
Janet Chambers
Jared Chase
Barbara Chatfield
Christine Ciccone & Peter Waite
Edward Clark & Joan Pritchard
Donna Collins
Melvyn Colón
Nicole & Andrew Daly
Benjamin Dubow
Judy Dworin & Blu Lambert
Jack & Alice Ellovich
Lynn Ferrari & Virginia Seeley
Karl & Alison Fisher
Tammy Freeberg
Marilda Gándara & Scott O’Keefe
Blanche & Steven Goldenberg
Frances Brown Holmes
Judy & Rick Keppelman
Robin Kipnis & Penn Ritter
Debbi & AJ Kritzman
Wendy Kwalwasser
Donna Larcen & Ronna Keil
Joseph F. Lea
Duby McDowell
Kathleen McIntosh & James Curry
Linda & Bob McNair
Marie McNamara
Casey Moran
Nina A. Musumeci
Lee Nel

Martha-Rea Nelson
Jeanna Grimes Ogbar & Jeffrey Ogbar
Matthew K. Poland
Elliott & Eileen Pollack
Richard & Susan Ratzan
Rhonda Reiner & John Ritter
Brenda & Robert Roggeveen
David & Judy Rosenthal
Ellen Rossi & James Bly
John & Theresa Ryan
Bob & Marianne Sawicki
Wanda N. Seldon
Allison Simoes & Evan Cohen-Shikora
Lesley Skenderian
Tara N. Spain
Deidre & Frank Tavera
Rachel Taylor
Sandra Ward
Sally Weisman
Carol & Lee West
Carolyn West & David Getomer
Edward Brewster Whittemore, Esq
 
$100–249
Anonymous
Ana G. Alfaro
Frances O. Anderson
Kathleen & Sherwood Anderson
Caitlin Arnold
Kathleen Arsenault
Kristina Baldwin
Elizabeth & Leonard Banco
Laura W. Barry
Ms. Judith Bayer
Jodiann Black
Jonathan Blejewski
Catherine Blinder
Martha Brackeen-Harris 

& Donald Harris
Michele & Kevin Brophy
Gwen Cannon
Patricia Cell
Polly U. Champ
Francis Chiaramonte & Girvice Archer
Charles C. Cleary
Susan & Brian Clemow

Leticia Cotto
Kara & Michael D’Angelos
Ethel F. Davis
Franca L. DeRosa
Jennifer & Marc DiBella
Henroy Douglas & Lynn 

Olson-Douglas
William & Lois Druckemiller
Ms. Lori Fast-Minkema
Mary-Jane Foster
Sharron Freeman
Tim & Roxy Fromson
Austra Gaige
Kathleen Garrity
Elizabeth Gemmiti
Jean L. Gianopoulos
Aaron Gill
Sharon Girard
Constance Belton Green
Arnold Greenberg
Zadelle Krasow Greenblatt
Cathy Gobes
Paul J. Hartung
Violette O. Haldane
Carlos Hernández-Chávez
Ruth Hofstatter
Scott Jacius
James & Mary Ellen Jacobs
Deborah Jaramillo
Mark Jay & Karen Pakula
Jannett Jennings
Rosalind Katz
Jerry Kelch & Enid Lynn Rosenthal
Daniel Kelman & Susan Brown
Elizabeth & Eamonn Kilmartin
Patricia A. Knapp
Dr. Bernard & Gale Kosto
Hernan & Evelyn LaFontaine
Lara Langer
Edna Levy
Daniel Lilly
Margaret R. Lorence
Bonnie Malley
Bland Maloney & Edward Swain
Sharon & Guy Marhewka
Linda F. Martin

Thanks to the Zachs Family Fund and other in-
vestors, Hartford Public Library’s Endow Hartford 
21 Fund raised $85,545 with gifts and matching 
funds. 

Thank you to the following donors who gave gen-
erously 7/2021–7/2024 

ENDOW HARTFORD 21
Anonymous (3) 
David Barrett
Amy and Michael Barron 
CapSpeciality, Inc. 
Susan and Brian Clemow 
Beth and Rick Costello
Andrew Diaz-Matos & Josye Utick
Catherine & Terry D’Italia (2)
Anne Melissa Dowling
Paul H. Eddy & Elizabeth Normen 
Violette O. Haldane
Marian & William Hewett
Linda J. Kelly
Wendy Kwalwasser Ph.D.
Hernan & Evelyn LaFontaine
Marcia Lattimore
Sharon & Guy Marhewka
Anne E. McAloon (2) 
Elizabeth Normen & Paul Eddy
Cheryl Ann O’Meara/Sharon R. O’Meara Fund 
Daniel & Angela O’Shea
Belle K. Ribicoff
Thomas G. Ronalter
Phyliss Shikora & Doug Cohen
Gerri & Tim Sullivan
Debrah Welling & Jack Intrator
Ruth L. Woodford (2)
Zachs Family Foundation 
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Elizabeth Marquis
Michelle & Rick Milczanowski
Scott Miller
Marshall Minoux
Thea Montañez
Mary Lee Morrison
Shanee Moses
Yolanda Negrón
Benjamin Nissim
Don Noel
A.P. Obelnicki & Kathleen Kelliher
Ryan O’Halloran
Shannon O’Shaughnessy
Joseph L. Pace
Janet Palmer
Cindhuja Pandian
Marta Papoosha
April Paterno
Ralph & Elyse Petzold
Lucille & Michael Plouffe
Raphael L. Podolsky
Kenneth L. Przybysz
Beth Putnam
Bruce Putterman
Brie Quinby & Evan Cowles
Megan Ramer
Karen Renstrom
Maurice D. Robertson
Rosalie Roth
Carlvin Sanon
Ted & Ellen See
Doris Shuskus
Robert & Sharon Smith
Sandra & Andrew Stern
Melissa Tearney
Richard Thibodeau & Sandra Fry
Matthew Thompson
Jane Torrey
Beverly & Paul Truebig
Mary T. Tzambazakis
Beth & Jeffrey Ulrich
Marie Denise Voltaire
Alexandra Wahl
Harry Weinerman & 

Hilary Meyers	
Katrina Wheeler

Mary Ellen & Robert White
Olivia S. White
Will K. Wilkins
Karen & Philip Will
Edwin Williams & Carolyn Carlson
Mary Zeman

UNDER $100
Anonymous 
Deborah Agrella-Raupach 

& Robert Raupach
Alexandra Andrea
Joseph Clifford Barber
Benny Bauer
Gloria Bent
Joseph & Michelle Bezzina
Rebecca Brandt
Sarah Brino
Patti Broad
Jonathan Brody
Nancy Caddigan
Amy Casparino
Alex Cielo
Kristen Clark
Jeanne Conrad
Shannon Cooper
Sandra Coyle
Jordan Dean
Lois DeBoer
Akia Dieuseul
Hollis Dorman
Emily Dulle
Donald Eddy
Jessica Emonds
Sherri Enxuto
Nilda Fernandez
Marianne Gilbert Finnegan
Laurence & Beverly Fleming
Richard Frieder & Madeline McClave
Lucretia Fuentes
James Goalder
Sylvia L. Halkin
Ann Harper
Mrs. Daryl Herman
Isaias Longinos Hernandez
Juan Longinos Hernandez

Sophia House
William & Simone Howe
Herbert G. Isaacson
Marie Jarry
Marilyn & Raymond Johnston
Tina Laponte
Jacqueline C. Lewis
Karolyn Maloney & Michael Fitzgerald
Steven J. Mason
Mark & Dawn von Mayrhauser
Robert & Nancy McNamara
Sharon Mierzwa
John O’Connell
Cecil & Lina Osho-Williams
Mark Overmyer-Velázquez 

& Jordanna Hertz
Jane Macy-Painter & Earl Heinrischon
Kimberley Parks
Laura Pels
Maureen Potaski
Robert Randich
John Raye & Frances Trzcinski
Sedrick and Alyce Rawlins
Linda & Dave Redekas
Peter Rex
Jean Rioux
Pieter & Barbara Roos
Juan & Ana Rua
Ron Salm
Carol Sicbaldi
Jennifer Sharp
Jenny Steadman
Susan Stoppelman
Rose Tashjian
Shayna Thomas
Dayl Walker
Diane & Gary Whitney
John Wirzbicki
Hyacinth Yennie
Amy Zarcone

TRIBUTES
IN HONOR OF
James Blair
Mayor Luke Bronin
Leticia Cotto (2)

Cate & Terry D’Italia
Mandell-Braunstein Family
Dan O’Shea (2)
Margaret Sweetland Patricelli
Belle Ribicoff
Thomas Ritter & Christine Keller (2)
Gilda Roncari
Phyllis Shikora & Douglas Cohen

IN MEMORY OF
Frances O. Anderson
Alvin Burgher Jr.
Cesar Hernandez Chavez 
Robert K. Coyle 
James B. Donovan 
Howard Fromson
Larry Gerard, Jr.
Jacquelyn C. Lilly (Jackie) 
Frank C. Lord
Hilda Iris Negrón
Rosemary Rex
John and Lucy Rossi
Hollis Schneider (6)
Robert & Harriet Weinerman
Richard Welling

IN-KIND GIFTS
American Library Association
Astronomical Society of Greater Hartford
Barnes & Noble - UConn Hartford Bookstore
Bartaco
Ben & Jerry’s
Big Y Supermarket
Boost Bowls
Buffalo Wild Wings
Burtons Grill
Cheesecake Factory
Cinemark/Rave Motion Pictures
Cinépolis Luxury Cinemas
Cornerstone Deli
Dave and Buster’s
Dignity Grows
Effie’s Place Restaurant
El Pollo Guapo
Fire by Forge
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar

Through Shipman & Goodwin‘s pro bono 
partnership with The American Place at HPL, 
a conservative value of $31,545 was contrib-
uted by their attorneys assisting immigrants 
applying for US citizenship.

thank you
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Michelle Gavens
Gay, Lesbian and Straight 

Education Network
Hartford Funny Bone Comedy 

Club and Restaurant
Hartford Wolf Pack
Joey Garlic’s Newington
Lena’s First & Last Pizzeria Restaurant
Michelle Milczanowski
Mohegan Sun
Mr. Sparkle Car Wash
Sarah and James Needham
Newbury Comics
Outback Steakhouse
Plan B Burger Bar
Price Rite Marketplace of W. Hartford
Red Lobster
Rush Bowls
Salute Restaurant
Shipman and Goodwin LLP
ShopRite of East Hartford
Stew Leonard’s
Target
The Bushnell Center for the 

Performing Arts
The Connecticut Science Center
The Stop & Shop Supermarket 

Company, LLC
Marilyn Parkinson Thrall
Trader Joe’s
Valvoline Instant Oil Change
Wood-n-Tap Bar and Grill
Zohara Mediterranean Kitchen

LEGACY GIFTS
David Barrett
Arline Baum †
John L. Bonee †

Gladys L. Bronson †
Rose Marie Cilia †
Robert K. Coyle †
Charles DeLeo †
Teresa M. D’Esopo †/The 

Grace Cassell Trust
Cate & Terry D’Italia
Andrew Diaz-Matos & Josye Utick
Morton A. Elsner †
Mary W. Immeln †
Mary & Robert LaPorte
Harry L. Lichtenbaum †
Theodore Molava †
Josephine W. Sale †
Pauline H. Schwind †
Nancy Shepard †
Phyllis Shikora & Douglas A. Cohen
Timothy & Geraldine Sullivan
Marilyn Traiger †
Claudia Tudan †

HPL ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Alice C. Bacon Fund
Anna M. Goodwin Fund
Betsy Tuttle Fund
Calla Hickox Burr Fund
Caroline M. Hewins Scholarship Fund
Charles L. Goodwin Fund
Clarkson N. Fowler Fund
Drayton Hillyer Fund
F.A. Brown Fund
Frances G. W. Williams Fund
Goodwin/Trumbull Fund
The Head to the Library Fund
Helen G. Ulrich Fund
Henry A. Perkins Fund
Henry L. Robinson
Herman P. Kopplemann Fund

Hewins Fund
Isabel G. Buck Fund
John C. Parsons Fund
John Spencer Camp/Louise 

Cogswell Cushman Fund
Joseph & K. Leonora 

Polacek Trust Fund
Kathleen A. Murrett Memorial 

Library Fund
Leonard M. Morse Fund
Mabel A. Bingham Fund
Magnus K. Kristoffersen 

Memorial Fund
Mary C. Burr Fund
Matthew K. Poland Fund
Mildred E. Small Fund
Morton & Marilyn Elsner Fund
NEH Collection Endowment
NEH Programming Endowment
Paul Dorweller Fund
Pauline W. Shulman Fund
Richard E. Mooney Fund
Ruth P. Raymond Fund
Samual O. Prentice Fund
Sarah S. Eddy Fund
Second Century Project Fund
Sheldon & Olcott Memorial Fund
Wilbur F. Gordy Fund
William Glynn Fund
Wm. J. Wood Memorial Fund
Worth Loomis Fund

HARTFORD COLLECTION 
FUNDS

Genevieve H. Goodwin Fund
Hartford Collection Fund
Dorothy Drysdale Fund
Adelaide Stoughton Fund

We strive to recognize our donors accurately and in accordance with individual preferences. Please inform our 
Director of Donor Relations at groncari@hplct.org of any errors and accept our apologies for any oversight.  

† Deceased as of 6/30/2024
Donations 7/1/2023 to 6/30/2024.

Ana G. Alfaro
Aura Alvarado
John F. Alves Jr.
Kristina Baldwin
Amy M. Barron
Mubera Bećirović
Jamey Bell
Shelley Best
Russell Blair
Louise Blalock
Catherine Blinder
Meryl Braunstein
Kathleen Bromage
William M. Brown
Joe D. Calafiore
Jo Champlin Casey
Barbara Chatfield
Kristen M. Clark
Susan B. Clemow
Julio Concepcion
Mark Contreras
Miguel A. Correa
Bill Costen
Mary B. Coursey
Mally Cox-Chapman
Charmaine Craig
Suzette DeBeatham-Brown
Jennifer DiBella
Marc A. DiBella
Jessica Dickens

Catherine C. D’Italia
Terry M. D’Italia
Anne Melissa Dowling
Judy Dworin
Ruth Fitzgerald
Jerry Franklin
Rhona C. Free
Sharron Freeman
Sandra Fromson
Brian Gallagher
Marilda Gándara
Joe Gianni
Aaron Gill
Leslie Giordano​
Cate Grady-Benson
Constance Belton Green
Marion Griffin
Liz Gruber
Violette O. Haldane
Carrie Hammond
Bradley Harper
Duncan Harris
Howard Hill
Abigail Jewett
Edward C. Keith III
Linda J. Kelly
Deborah Kritzman
Mary LaPorte
Courtney Larkin
Barry Lastra

Cynthia Laurencin
Rick P. Lawrence
Joseph F. Lea
Lois F. Lewis
Nancy Macy
Jane Macy-Painter
Joyce Mandell
Nelba Márquez-Greene
Katherine Martin
Gilberto Martinez
Antonio J. Matta
Duby McDowell
Bernie Michel
Thea Montañez
Christopher Montross
Brenda Mulero
Shannon Mumley
Leah T. Murchie
Nina A. Musumeci
Jeanna Grimes Ogbar
Cheryl Ann O’Meara
Daniel I. Papermaster Esq.
Brewster Perkins
Sharon Pope
Jenny Minton Quigley
Tisa Rabun-Marshall
Cynthia W. Reik
Enid M. Rey
Belle K. Ribicoff
Cynthia Rider

Jason Rojas
Nellie Uccello Romaine
Janice Rossetti
Marilyn E. Rossetti
Katie Russo
Kim Schwarz
Constanza Segovia
Marc Shafer
John Simoneau
Robert H. Smith Jr.
Sharon W. Smith
Mark Socha
Tara Spain
Michael Stotts
Donna M. Stout
Bethany Sullivan
Timothy J. Sullivan Jr.
Deidre M. Tavera
Rachel Taylor
Charles A. Teale Sr.
Carla Ten Eyck
Midge Tilney
Josye Utick
Robyne Watkin-Anson
Shawn T. Wooden
Andrew Woods
Hyacinth M. Yennie

As of 1/7/24

hpl ambassadors

Nancy Macy, Ambassador of Distinction 2023
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TRUST INCOME

77,000 

EARNED INCOME

315,000 

CONTRIBUTED INCOME

1,800,000 

ENDOWMENT	

890,804 

TOTAL REVENUE	  12,751,752 

LEASED/RENTAL/MISC

466,594 

GOVERNMENTAL	

9,202,354

LIBRARY MATERIALS

546,282 

PLANT OPERATIONS 
AND MAINTENANCE

578,460 

PERSONNEL COSTS	

9,459,927 

PROGRAM OPERATING/
GRANT EXPENSES

2,167,083  

revenue expense

TOTAL EXPENSE	  12,751,752 
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								        FY24*			  FY23				  
ASSETS		
		
Cash								        596,207		  885,890
Investments							       36,028,796		  31,715,636
Accounts Receivable					     408,780		  440,300
Contributions Receivable					     10,653,506		  3,829,513
Prepaid Expenses						      133,344		  85,104
Property and Equipment, net				    12,143,651		  7,308,962
Right-of-Use Assets, net					     40,722		  90,283
TOTAL ASSETS						      60,005,006		  44,355,688				  
			 
		
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSET		
		
LIABILITIES		
Accounts Payble and Accrued Expenses			   1,068,978		  266,493	
Deferred Revenue						      10,038,257		  525,919
Lease Liabilities						      44,722		  94,283
TOTAL LIABILITIES						     11,151,957		  886,695				  
		
		
NET ASSETS		
Without Donor Restrictions					     42,715,613		  38,295,872
With Donor Restricitions					     6,137,436		  5,173,121
TOTAL NET ASSETS					     48,853,049		  43,468,993
		
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS			   60,005,006		  44,355,688			 
		

*FY24 is unaudited as of the printing of the Annual Report

FY24—statement of financial position top titles
adult

Mafioso
by Colin McLaren

adult ebook

The Devil in the 
White City
by Erik Larson

adult audiobook

The Heaven & Earth 
Grocery Store
by James McBride

 
young adult

Cells at Work!
by Akane Shimiz

young adult ebook

Throne of Glass
by Sarah J. Maas

young adult audiobook

Throne of Glass
by Sarah J. Maas

youth

Dog Man: Grime  
and Punishment
by Dav Pilkey

youth ebook

The Lightning Thief
by Rick Riordan

youth audiobook

No Brainer
by Jeff Kinney

dvd

Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever

magazine

People
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