
Lesson 9
American Government

1

System of Government
The Judicial Branch

Questions: 2, 13, 14, 37, 38, 39, 40, 12
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The Three Branches of Government
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Question #2
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Question #13
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Approves federal judges

Can declare a law 
unconstitutional

CONGRESS

(Legislative Branch)

PRESIDENT

(Executive Branch)

THE COURTS

(Judicial Branch)

Separation of Powers / 
Checks and Balances
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Question #14

9



The Judicial Branch:

– reviews laws

– explains laws 

– resolves disputes (disagreements)

– decides if a law goes against the 
Constitution
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What does the Judicial Branch do?
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Supreme
Court

Courts of 
Appeal (11)

District Courts (94)

The Federal Court System
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The U.S. Supreme Court
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Question #37
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Question #38
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Sonia Sotomayor   Samuel Alito        Elena Kagan       Neil Gorsuch

Ruth Bader Anthony Kennedy      John Roberts Clarence Thomas Stephen Breyer
Ginsburg                                             (Chief Justice)
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The 9 Supreme Court Justices
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Question #39
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Question #40
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The
Rule

of
Law



23



Question #12
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The Supreme Court
Interprets and Upholds the Constitution
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Texas v. Johnson (1989)
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Citizens United v. FEC (2010)Citizens United v. FEC (2010)


