Hartford Public Library

THE *MERIC*N PLACE

Citizenship Class
Welcome to Lesson 1
An Overview of the Naturalization Process



BECOMING A U.S. CITIZEN

An Overview of the
Naturalization Process




NATURALIZATION

The process of becoming a U.S. citizen is called naturalization.




What are the requirements to become a US citizen?



You must be at least 18 years old at the time of filing
Form N-400, Application for Naturalization.
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You must be in the United States as a legal permanent resident
For five years (or 3 years, if you are married to a US citizen)




You must maintain continuous residence in the U.S.

Continuous residence means that you actually have lived in the US

As a permanent resident without going on a long trip outside of the US
You must not go on a trip that lasts longer than six months.




If you leave the U.S. for more than 6 months on any one trip,
you may break your continuous residence.




30 MONTHS
IN 5 YEARS

Maintain Physical Presence in the U.S.

You must be inside the U.S. for 30 months in the 5 years
before you apply, or 18 months in the past 3 years
if you are married to a U.S. citizen.
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You must file an application for naturalization
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If you are a man between the ages of 18 and 26, you must sign up
with the Selective Service for possible service in the U.S. Armed Forces.




Let USCIS know whenever you move or change your address.




"GOOD MORAL CHARACTER"

To become a U.S. citizen, you need to show
that you have "good moral character.”




"GOOD MORAL CHARACTER"

Lying to get immigration or naturalization benefits




Remember to always respect and obey the law.
Do not commit crimes.




Generally, these are violent crimes that have
a prison sentence of at least one year.




You must show that you can speak, read, and write
basic English to pass the naturalization test.
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HISTORY GOVERNMENT

You must have a basic understanding of
U.S. history and government (civics).




Becoming a U.S. Citizen: An Overview of the Naturalization Process
http://www.hplct.org/tap/Citizenship/ApplyForCitizenship.shtml

A Promise of Freedom (English captions)
http://www.hplct.org/tap/Citizenship/E-Learning.shtml
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