
Science Tellers: Dragons and Dreams 
In a faraway world, two brave villagers take a daring journey 
to save the entire kingdom from an Evil Ice Sorceress! Join us 
as we learn about dry ice and the changing states of matter 
through interactive and explosive experiments with fog, 
bubbles, flying rockets and more.  
Tuesday, August 15,  10:00-11:00 
 
One Heart/One World Drumming with Craig Norton 
Native American, African, Caribbean and Latin stories, song 
and dance are all integrated in a participatory experience. This 
multicultural experience is fun for students of all ages and 
abilities and an engaging interactive experience for families.  
Saturday, August 19th, 12:00-1:00 
 

Leap Into Learning Programs for Birth-5 
 
Sensational Sensory Wednesdays 
Interactive play time for children. Each week children will 
enjoy a new and exciting sensory, hands-on learning activity.  
Every Wednesday 11:00-12:00 
 
Every Child Ready to Read Storytime 
An interactive program based on the five practices of the 
Every Child Ready to Read initiative: talking, singing, reading, 
writing, and playing. Listen to stories, learn finger plays, and 
sing songs. 
Fridays, 11:00-12:00 
 
First Friends Play Group 
Our play and picture book areas are reserved for you! Share 
toys, books, and music while your child meets other children. 
Mondays,11:00-12:00 

 
Complete your Summer 
Learning Goals to get 
your FREE TICKET to 
the August 31st Yard 

Goats game! 
 
 
 

 

Programs for Children and Families 

Summer 2017 

Downtown Library 
500 Main Street Hartford, CT 06103 

860.695.6330  hplct.org 
M-Th 10-8, F & Sat 10-5 

 

Programs for All Ages 
 
Husky READS 
The Huskies are coming! Interns from the Husky READS will 
have fun programs about nutrition, fitness, and reading for all 
ages throughout the summer to August 10th. 
Wednesdays, 12:30-2:30 
 
Sirius Coyote 
Filled with enchanting rhythms and powerful folklore, this in-
credibly entertaining performance is made up of contempo-
rary and ancient American music. Audiences sing, clap, and 
dance on a journey from Mesoamerica and the Caribbean to 
the music of the North American Eastern Woodlands and 
Plains. 
Friday, July 7th, 11:00-12:00 
 
Country Quilt Llama Farm 
Is Your Mama a Llama? NO? Well, you can still come and 
meet Debbi and her llama!  
Monday, July 10 2:00-3:00 
 
Two Right Feet 
Warm-up with some music followed by a fun “fill in the blank” 
game and a reading of Judy Sierra’s Wild About Books. Then 
get ready for a creative hula hoop group activity that will be 
sure to induce some giggle fits! 
Saturday, July 15th, 12:00-1:00 
 
Playful Engineers—Build a Rube Goldberg Machine 
Jay from Playful Earth Productions provides an interactive 
workshop for all ages to build their own Rube Goldberg con-
traption. 
Thursday, July 20, 10:00-11:00 
 
Team Spirit 
Show your home team pride with some DIY Yard Goats 
swag!  
Wednesday, August 9, 1:30-2:30 
 
Surcari 
Surcari will have you moving and grooving to irresistible Latin 
beats. Kids can sing, clap, dance and play  
Instruments with the band. Learn all about Latin culture 
through music. 
Friday, August 11th, 11:00-12:00 
 

All locations will be closed on: 
Tuesday, July 4th 
 



Programs for Children and Families 

Summer 2017 

 

National Ice Cream Month 
July is National Ice Cream Month. Learn and share some 
amazing facts about this delightful dessert and make your 
very own ice cream afterwards!  
Monday, July 17, 2:00-3:00  
 
Cartooning with Joe Young 
Local cartoonist Joe Young will teach you how to make your 
very own comic. 
Monday, July 24, 1:45-2:45 
 
Oh SNAP! 
Learn how to make healthy and nutritious meals with Krissy 
from SNAP Ed at UCONN. 
Tuesday, July 25 & August 8, 1:00-2:00 
 
Double Dutch Workshop 
Double your summer fun by learning to jump Double Dutch! 
Jump between two rotating ropes and try some exciting  
new moves. Learn from a professional Double Dutch instruc-
tor. 
Thursday, July 27, 2:00-3:00 
 
Scratch It! 
Scratch is a creative learning community developed at 
MIT.  Learn how to create and remix animations and learn 
about computer coding using colorful blocks and your imagi-
nation!  
Tues & Wed, August 1 & 2, 2:30-3:30 
 
Henna Workshop 
Learn about the ancient art of Henna (or Mehndi) and create 
your own beautiful henna tattoo design. 
Thursday, August 3, 1:30-2:30 
 
Back to School: At Your Fingertips 
Put together a Back-to-School organizer in a pocket folder 
with an array of helpful tip-sheets and tools. Personalize it with 
art of your choice.  
Thursday, August 10, 2:30-3:30 
 
Radiant Child: The Art of Jean-Michel Basquiat 
Jean-Michael Basquiat and his unique, collage-style paintings 
and graffiti art rocketed to fame in the 1980s as a cultural phe-
nomenon unlike anything the art world had ever seen. Make 
your own work of art in his style and listen to a reading of this 
year’s Caldecott award winning Book Radiant Child: The Story 
of Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat by Javaka Steptoe.  
Friday, August 11, 1:30-2:30 
 
 
 
 

Downtown Library 
500 Main Street Hartford, CT 06103 

860.695.6330  hplct.org 
M-Th 10-8, F & Sat 10-5 

 
Programs for Students Ages 6-12 
 
Legos in the Library    
We have Legos and a challenge for you. What will you cre-
ate? Do you have what it takes to be a master builder?  
Every Tuesday, 3:30-4:30 
 
Pack-a-Punch of Nutrition: Berry Oats 
Eating a healthy breakfast is easy and delicious with a few 
simple ingredients and a bowl!  Come learn how to make ber-
ry oats. 
Saturday, July 1, 2:30-3:30 
 
Marble Mazes 
Time to put physics to work! Create your own marble maze or 
marble run and let the good times roll!  
Thursday, July 6, 1:30-2:30 
 
Yoga for Kids 
Join us for a fun and relaxing yoga workshop presented by 
West Hartford Yoga Outreach. Learn some fun, healthy, and 
relaxing poses for the summer! Registration is required for 
groups. 
Tuesday, July 11 & August 1, 1:00-2:00 
 
Meet the Hartford Yard Goats! 
Batter up! Meet the mascots of Hartford’s Yard Goats team.  
Wednesday, July 12 & August 9,  11:00-12:00 
 

Family Book Voyager Discussion Series 
Ages 6-10. Read and discuss selections from some of the 
best in children’s traditional and contemporary literature. The 
series is supported by the Connecticut Humanities Council. 
Wed, July 12, 2:30-3:30 Thurs, July 13, 2:30-3:30 
Wed, July 19, 2:30-3:30 Thurs, July 20, 2:30-3:30 
 
Build It with Strawbees 
Do you have dreams about being a future engineer? Come 
see what you can build with our cool straws and connectors.  
Thursday, July 13, 11:00-12:30 
 
Turn Milk  Into Plastic! 
Ever wondered how you can make your own plastic? Join 
other junior scientists at the library and find out how vinegar 
can turn milk into plastic.  
Friday, July 14, 1:30-2:30 
 

 
 
 
 



Programs for Children and Families 

Summer 2017 

Albany Branch  
1250 Albany Avenue Hartford, CT 06112 

860.695.7380  hplct.org 
M-Th 11-6, Fri 12-5, closed Sat. and Sun. 

 
Programs for All Ages 
 
Husky READS 
The Huskies are coming! Interns from the Husky READS will 
have fun programs about nutrition, fitness, and reading for all 
ages throughout the summer to August 10th. 
Mondays, 12:30-2:30 
 
Sirius Coyote 
Filled with enchanting rhythms and powerful folklore, this in-
credibly entertaining performance is made up of contempo-
rary and ancient American music. Audiences sing, clap, and 
dance on a journey from Mesoamerica and the Caribbean to 
the music of the North American Eastern Woodlands and 
Plains. 
Friday, July 7th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Surcari 
Surcari will have you moving and grooving to irresistible Latin 
beats. Kids can sing, clap, dance and play  
Instruments with the band. Learn all about Latin culture 
through music. 
Friday, July 21st, 11:00-12:00 
 
Playful Engineers—Build a Rube Goldberg Machine 
Jay from Playful Earth Productions provides an interactive 
workshop for all ages to build their own Rube Goldberg con-
traption. 
Monday August 7th 2:00-4:00 
 
Team Spirit 
Show your home team pride with some DIY Yard Goats 
swag!  
Tuesday, August 15, 1:30-2:30 
 
Science Tellers: Pirates Lost at Sea 
In a faraway world, two brave villagers take a daring journey 
to save the entire kingdom from an Evil Ice Sorceress! Join 
us as we learn about dry ice and the changing states of mat-
ter through interactive and explosive experiments with fog, 
bubbles, flying rockets and more.  
Monday, August 14,  2:00-3:00 
 
Country Quilt Llama Farm 
Is Your Mama a Llama? NO? Well, you can still come and 
meet Debbi and her llama!  
Wednesday, August 16th, 3:30-4:30 

 

 
Leap Into Learning Programs for Ages Birth-5 
 
Born to Read Story Time and Play Group 
Inspire, stimulate and create a love of reading in your child 
by visiting the library for developmentally appropriate 
stories, songs and finger plays. There will be bubbles and 
parachute games with time for socialization and play time 
afterwards. No registration is required. 
Every 1st and 3rd Wednesday, 11:30-12:30 
 

Programs for Students Ages 6-12 
 
Staying Fresh in Summer  
Come cool off at the library and make your very own bar of 
soap to beat the heat and keep yourself feeling fresh on 
even the hottest days. 
Wednesday, July 5th 2:30-3:30 
 
National Ice Cream Month 
July is National Ice Cream Month. Learn and share some 
amazing facts about this delightful dessert and make your 
very own ice cream afterwards!  
Thursday, July 6th, 2:30-3:30  
 
 

All locations will be closed on: 
Tuesday, July 4th 
 

 
Complete your 

Summer Learning 
Goals to get your 

FREE TICKET to the 
August 31st Yard 

Goats game! 



Programs for Children and Families 

Summer 2017 

Albany Branch  
1250 Albany Avenue Hartford, CT 06112 

860.695.7380  hplct.org 
M-Th 11-6, Fri 12-5, closed Sat. and Sun. 

 
Programs for Students Ages 6-12 ( Cont.) 
 
 
Yoga Time 
Yoga is great for keeping your body healthy and your mind 
relaxed. Come learn some fun poses, no special mat or expe-
rience needed 
Tuesday July 11th 2:00-3:00  
Tuesday July 25th 3:30-4:30 
 
Index Card Tower Challenge   
Work in teams this summer at the library to engineer a free-
standing tower using only index cards and tape! 
Thursday July 13th 2:30-3:30 
 
Cartooning with Joe Young 
Local cartoonist Joe Young will teach you how to make your 
very own comic. 
Friday, July 14, 1:45-2:45 
 
World Emoji Day 
Celebrate World Emoji Day! We’ll create short stories using 
only emojis. If you’re feeling extra creative you can paint or 
draw your faves and share with your friends! 
Monday, July 17th, 2:30-3:30 
 
Oh SNAP! 
Learn how to make healthy and nutritious meals with Krissy 
from SNAP Ed at UCONN. 
Wed, July 19th 3:00-4:00 ; Wed, August 9th 3:00-4:00 
 
Pack a Punch of Nutrition: Berry Oats 
Eating a healthy breakfast is easy and delicious with a few 
simple ingredients and a bowl!  Come learn how to make ber-
ry oats. 
Wednesday, July 26th, 2:30-3:30 
 
Henna Workshop 
Learn about the ancient art of Henna (or Mehndi) and create 
your own beautiful henna tattoo design. 
Thursday, July 27th  1:30 - 2:30 pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marble Mazes  
Time to put physics to work! Create your own marble maze 
or marble run and let the good times roll! 
Thursday July 27th 2:30-3:30 
 
Scratch It! 
Scratch is a creative learning community developed at 
MIT.  Learn how to create and remix animations and learn 
about computer coding using colorful blocks and your imagi-
nation!  
Wed & Thurs, August 2nd & 3rd, 2:30-3:30 
 
 
Double Dutch Workshop 
Double your summer fun by learning to jump Double Dutch! 
Jump between two rotating ropes and try some exciting new 
moves. Learn from a professional Double Dutch instructor. 
Thursday, August 3, 2:00-3:00 
 
Upcycled Paper Butterflies   
Question: What do you call a group of butterflies? Answer: A 
kaleidoscope! Come to the library & learn how to make but-
terflies out of upcycled magazines or books! It’s an easy & 
fun craft for all ages! 
Friday, August 25th, 2:30-3:30 
 
Radiant Child: The Art of Jean-Michel Basquiat   
Jean-Michael Basquiat and his unique, collage-style paint-
ings and graffiti art rocketed to fame in the 1980s as a cul-
tural phenomenon unlike anything the art world had ever 
seen. Make your own work of art in his style and listen to a 
reading of this year’s Caldecott award winning Book Radiant 
Child: The Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat by 
Javaka Steptoe. 
Monday August 28th 4:00-5:00 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Barbour Branch 
261 Barbour St. 

860.695.7420  hplct.org 
M-Th 11-6, Fri 12-5, closed Sat & Sun 

 

Programs for All Ages 
 
Husky READS 
The Huskies are coming! Interns from the Husky 
READS will have fun programs about nutrition, fit-
ness, and reading for all ages throughout the sum-
mer to August 10th. 
Thursdays, 12:30-2:30 
 
Jeff McQuillan’s Drum Tales 
Join Jeff McQuillan and Richard Hill as they take you 
on adventure across the globe. Meet Baduase-
manpensa, the African princess, and Anansi the Spi-
der and other fascinating characters. Learn an Afri-
can dance, a song, and other fascinating characters.  
Wednesday, July 5th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Mikata 
Powerful rhythmic music and dance will carry you to 
the cultures of Nigeria, Ghana, Puerto Rico, Haiti, 
Jamaica, Dominican Republic and the U.S. Learn all 
about percussion and rhythm instruments from 
around the world. In the Ewe language of Ghana, 
Mikata means "all of us." 
Thursday, July 13th, 11:00-12:00 
 
Animal Show on the Go 
All ages. Meet live animals from around the world! 
Who will show up? Will it be a lizard or a snake? Or 
maybe a rabbit? You’ll have to come and find out! 
Monday, July 24th, 2:00-3:00 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Complete your 
Summer Learning 
Goals to get your 

FREE TICKET to the 
August 31st Yard 

Goats game! 
 

 
Programs for Students Ages 6-19 
 
Cartooning with Joe Young 
Local cartoonist Joe Young will teach you how to 
make your very own comic. 
Monday, July 10th, 1:45-2:45 
 
Double Dutch Workshop 
Double your summer fun by learning to jump 
Double Dutch! Jump between two rotating ropes 
and try some exciting new moves. Learn from a 
professional Double Dutch instructor. 
Monday, July 17th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Henna Workshop 
Learn about the ancient art of Henna (or Mehndi) 
and create your own beautiful henna tattoo design. 
Thursday, July 20th, 1:30-2:30 
 
 
 
 
 

All locations will be closed on: 
Tuesday, July 4th 

Programs for Children and Families 

Summer 2017 



 
 
 
 

 

Blue Hills Branch 
649 Blue Hills Ave. 06112 
860.695.7420  hplct.org 

M-Th 11-6, Fri 12-5, closed Sat & Sun 
 

Programs for All Ages 
 
Husky READS 
The Huskies are coming! Interns from the Husky 
READS will have fun programs about nutrition, fit-
ness, and reading for all ages throughout the sum-
mer to August 10th. 
Thursdays, 12:30-2:30 
 
Mikata 
Powerful rhythmic music and dance will carry you to 
the cultures of Nigeria, Ghana, Puerto Rico, Haiti, 
Jamaica, Dominican Republic and the U.S. Learn all 
about percussion and rhythm instruments from 
around the world. In the Ewe language of Ghana, 
Mikata means "all of us." 
Thursday, July 13th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Sirius Coyote 
Filled with enchanting rhythms and powerful folklore, 
this incredibly entertaining performance is made up 
of contemporary and ancient American music. Audi-
ences sing, clap, and dance on a journey from Mes-
oamerica and the Caribbean to the music of the 
North American Eastern Woodlands and Plains. 
Monday, July 31st, 2:00-3:00 
 
Animal Show on the Go 
All ages. Meet live animals from around the world! 
Who will show up? Will it be a lizard or a snake? Or 
maybe a rabbit? You’ll have to come and find out! 
Monday, August 21st, 2:00-3:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Complete your 
Summer Learning 
Goals to get your 
FREE TICKET to 

the August 31st Yard 
Goats game! 

 
Programs for Students Ages 6-19 
 
Cartooning with Joe Young 
Local cartoonist Joe Young will teach you how to 
make your very own comic. 
Wednesday, July 12th, 1:45-2:45 
 
Double Dutch Workshop 
Double your summer fun by learning to jump 
Double Dutch! Jump between two rotating ropes 
and try some exciting new moves. Learn from a 
professional Double Dutch instructor. 
Wednesday, July 19th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Henna Workshop 
Learn about the ancient art of Henna (or Mehndi) 
and create your own beautiful henna tattoo design. 
Tuesday, August 8, 1:30-2:30 
 
 

All locations will be closed on: 
Tuesday, July 4th 

Programs for Children and Families 

Summer 2017 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Camp Field Branch 
30 Campfield Ave. Hartford CT 06114 

860.695.440 hplct.org 
M-Th 11-6, Fri 12-5, closed Sat. and Sun. 

 
Programs for All Ages 
 
Husky READS 
The Huskies are coming! Interns from the Husky READS will 
have fun programs about nutrition, fitness, and reading for all 
ages throughout the summer to August 10th. 
Wednesdays, 12:30-2:30 

 
Jeff McQuillan Drum Tales 
All ages. Join Jeff McQuillan and Richard Hill as they take 
you on adventure across the globe. Meet Baduasemanpensa, 
the African princess, and Anansi the Spider and other fasci-
nating characters. Learn an African dance, a song, and other 
fascinating characters. 
Monday, July 3, 11:00-12:00 
 
Bring the Hoopla 
Build A Better World: Happiness & Hula Hoops —Each partic-
ipant will get to hula hoop with us, engaging through age ap-
propriate games and team building activities and encourage 
self-expression and creativity. 
Wednesday, July 12th, 4:00-5:00 
 
Mikata 
Powerful rhythmic music and dance will carry you to the cul-
tures of Nigeria, Ghana, Puerto Rico, Haiti, Jamaica, Domini-
can Republic and the U.S. Learn all about percussion and 
rhythm instruments from around the world. In the Ewe lan-
guage of Ghana, Mikata means "all of us." 
Monday, July 10th, 11:00-12:00 
 
Team Spirit 
Show your home team pride with some DIY Yard Goats 
swag!  
Thursday, August 3rd, 2:00-3:00 
 
Science Tellers: Dragons and Dreams 
In a faraway world, two brave villagers take a daring journey 
to save the entire kingdom from an Evil Ice Sorceress! Join 
us as we learn about dry ice & the changing states of matter 
through interactive & explosive experiments with fog, bub-
bles, & flying rockets.  
Tuesday, August 15,  2:00-3:00 

 
 
 

Programs for Children and Families 

Summer 2017 

 
 
Leap Into Learning Programs for Ages 
Birth-5 
 
Fun with bubbles 
Thursday July 6th 10:30-11:30 
 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
Join us for an interactive story time experience with songs, 
games, and crafts based on the classic children’s book, 
We’re Going on A Bear Hunt!  
Tues., July 11th & Wed, July 19, 10:30-11:30 
 
All About You 
Join us for stories, songs, finger plays, and activity. 
Wednesday, August 2nd, 10:30-11:30 
 
 
 
 

Complete your Summer Learning 
Goals to get your FREE TICKET to 
the August 31st Yard Goats game! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All locations will be closed on: 
Tuesday, July 4th 



Camp Field Branch 
30 Campfield Ave. Hartford CT 06114 

860.695.440 hplct.org 
M-Th 11-6, Fri 12-5, closed Sat. and Sun. 

 

Programs for Students Ages 6-12 
 

Wiggle Bots 
Design and build your own unique wiggle-bot! This is a real 
engineering project! Can you make it dance in circles, or 
maybe draw? 
Wednesday July 5th, 2:00-3:00  & 
Wednesday August 30th 3:00-4:00 
 
DIY Dangle Earrings   6Join us at the library to handcraft a 
pair of beaded earring for you or a friend. All supplies will be 
provided you just need to bring your creativity. 
Monday, July 10th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Cartooning with Joe Young 
Local cartoonist Joe Young will teach you how to make your 
very own comic. 
Tuesday, July 13th, 1:45-2:45 
 
Yoga for Kids 
Join us for a fun and relaxing yoga workshop presented by 
West Hartford Yoga Outreach. Learn some fun, healthy, and 
relaxing poses for the summer! Registration is required for 
groups. 
Monday, July 17th & 24th, 2:00-3:00   
 
Lunar Love : Celebrate National Moon Day   
La Luna, Oṣupa, Lalin--however you say it, we’re celebrating 
Earth’s only natural satellite: the moon! We’ll make moon 
mobiles and play games related to the moon. There may or 
may not be Oreos involved! 
Wednesday, July 19th, 2:00-3:00 
 
National Ice Cream Month 
July is National Ice Cream Month. Learn and share some 
amazing facts about this delightful dessert and make your 
very own ice cream afterwards!  
Wednesday, July 26th, 2:00-3:00  
 
Double Dutch Workshop 
Double your summer fun by learning to jump Double Dutch! 
Jump between two rotating ropes and try some exciting  
new moves. Learn from a professional Double Dutch instruc-
tor. 
Monday, July 31st, 2:00-3:00 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Henna Workshop 
Learn about the ancient art of Henna (or Mehndi) and create 
your own beautiful henna tattoo design. 
Tuesday, August 1st, 2:00-3:00 
 
Masks in the Making 
Explore the amazing creations of artist and sculptor Kimmy 
Cantrell. Create your very own unique mask in the Cubist 
style to take home. 
Monday, August 7, 2:00-3:00 
 
Staying Fresh in Summer 
Come cool off at the library and make your very own bar of 
soap to beat the heat and keep yourself feeling fresh on 
even the hottest days.  
Wednesday, August 16th, 1:30-2:30 
 
Marble Mazes 
Time to put physics to work! Create your own marble maze 
or marble run and let the good times roll! 
Friday, August 18th, 1:30-2:30 
 
Radiant Child: The Art of Jean-Michel Basquiat 
Jean-Michael Basquiat and his unique, collage-style paint-
ings and graffiti art rocketed to fame in the 1980s as a cul-
tural phenomenon unlike anything the art world had ever 
seen. Make your own work of art in his style and listen to a 
reading of this year’s Caldecott award winning Book Radiant 
Child: The Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat by 
Javaka Steptoe.  
Friday, August 18th 3:30-4:30 
 
Back to School Bucket List   
Although the summer may be coming to an end, there are 
still plenty of things to look forward to during the school year 
ahead. Come to the library and start setting some goals to 
make this the best year ever! 
Monday August 21st 2:00-3:00 
 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle!  We love our earth and we want 
to keep it as beautiful and clean as possible. An easy way to 
do this is making recycling a part of our lives and our librar-
ies. Learn about different steps you can take every day to 
reduce, reuse, and recycle to preserve our world. 
Tuesday August 29th 3:00-4:00 
 
 
 

Programs for Children and Families 

Summer 2017 



Dwight Branch 
7 New Park Ave. Hartford CT 06106 

860.695.7460  hplct.org 

M-Th 11-6, Fri 12-5, closed Sat. and Sun. 
 

Programs for All Ages 
 
Husky READS 
The Huskies are coming! Interns from the Husky READS will 
have fun programs about nutrition, fitness, and reading for all 
ages throughout the summer to August 10th. 
Tuesdays, 12:30-2:30 

 
Jeff McQuillan Drum Tales 
All ages. Join Jeff McQuillan and Richard Hill as they take you 
on adventure across the globe. Meet Baduasemanpensa, the 
African princess, and Anansi the Spider and other fascinating 
characters. Learn an African dance, a song, and other fascinat-
ing characters. 
Monday, July 3, 2:00-3:00 
 
Animal Show on the Go 
All ages. Meet live animals from around the world! Who will 
show up? Will it be a lizard or a snake? Or maybe a rabbit? 
You’ll have to come and find out! 
Monday, July 10th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Team Spirit 
Show your home team pride with some DIY Yard Goats swag!  
Friday, July 14th, 1:30-2:30 
 
Playful Engineers—Build a Rube Goldberg Machine 
Jay from Playful Earth Productions provides an interactive work-
shop for all ages to build their own Rube Goldberg contraption. 
Thursday, July 20, 2:00-3:00 
 
Z City Spotlight Performance 
Come watch your friends from Z-City Spotlight put on their own 
original play. They’ve been working hard all summer, so make 
sure to give them an extra loud round of applause! 
Friday, August 18th, 3:00-5:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Programs for Children and Families 

Summer 2017 

 
 
Leap Into Learning Programs for Ages Birth-5 
 
All About You Story Time 
Join us for stories, songs, and activity to celebrate 
everything about you.  
Wednesday, July 12th, 11:00-11:45 
 
Old and New Story Time 
Join us for a wonderful story time featuring old and new 
picture books. Listen to classic stories and get introduced to 
new picture book authors. 
Wednesday, July 26th, 11:00-11:45 
 
Summer Vacation Story Time 
Join us for stories and songs from countries all over the 
world. Take a vacation without ever having to pack your 
bags! 
Wednesday, August 9th, 11:00-11:45 
 

 

 
Complete your Summer Learning 

Goals to get your FREE TICKET to 
the August 31st Yard Goats game! 



Programs for Children and Families 

Summer 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stronger Together 
Do you know who you are and who you want to be? Learn how 
to find yourself among the crowd in this interactive workshop 
about empathy and compassion.  
Monday, July 24th, 1:30-2:30 
 
Cartooning with Joe Young 
Local cartoonist Joe Young will teach you how to make your 
very own comic. 
Wednesday, July 26th, 1:45-2:45 
 
Masks in the Making 
Explore the amazing creations of artist and sculptor Kimmy 
Cantrell. Create your very own unique mask in the Cubist style 
to take home. 
Monday, August 7th, 1:30-2:30 
 
Elephant Toothpaste   
Create a colorful chemical reaction by combining a few every-
day household materials. Once you see the outcome you will 
know why it’s called "Elephant Toothpaste"! 
Friday, August 11th, 1:30-2:30 
 
DIY Dangle Earrings    
Join us at the library to handcraft a pair of beaded earring for 
you or a friend. All supplies will be provided you just need to 
bring your creativity. 
Tuesday, August 1st, 1:30-2:30 
 
Back to School Bucket List   
Although the summer may be coming to an end, there are still 
plenty of things to look forward to during the school year ahead. 
Come to the library and start setting some goals to make this 
the best year ever! 
Thursday, August 17th, 1:30-2:30 
 
 
 

Dwight Branch 
7 New Park Ave. Hartford CT 06106 

860.695.7460  hplct.org 

M-Th 11-6, Fri 12-5, closed Sat. and Sun. 

 
Programs for Students Ages 6-12 
 
Oh SNAP! 
Learn how to make healthy and nutritious meals with Krissy 
from SNAP Ed at UCONN. 
Thursday, August 17th, 1:00-2:00 
 
Marble Mazes 
Time to put physics to work! Create your own marble maze or 
marble run and let the good times roll!  
Wednesday, July 5th, 1:30-2:30 
 
Double Dutch Workshop 
Double your summer fun by learning to jump Double Dutch! 
Jump between two rotating ropes and try some exciting  
new moves. Learn from a professional Double Dutch instruc-
tor. 
Thursday, July 6th,  2:00-3:00 
 
Henna Workshop 
Learn about the ancient art of Henna (or Mehndi) and create 
your own beautiful henna tattoo design. 
Thursday, July 13th, 1:30-2:30 
 
Yoga for Kids 
Join us for a fun and relaxing yoga workshop presented by 
West Hartford Yoga Outreach. Learn some fun, healthy, and 
relaxing poses for the summer! Registration is required for 
groups. 
Wed., July 12th, Tues, July 18th, Thurs, August 3rd, 2:00-
3:00 
 
World Emoji Day: A Snap Story  
Celebrate World Emoji Day! We’ll create short stories using 
only emojis. If you’re feeling extra creative you can paint or 
draw your faves and share with your friends! 
Friday, July 21st, 1:30-2:30 



Goodwin Branch 
460 New Britain Ave. Hartford CT 06106 

860.695.7480  hplct.org 
M-Th 11-6, Fri 12-5, closed Sat. and Sun. 

 

Programs for All Ages 
 

Husky READS 
The Huskies are coming! Interns from the Husky 
READS will have fun programs about nutrition, fit-
ness, and reading for all ages throughout the sum-
mer to August 10th. 
Tuesdays, 12:30-2:30 
 
Country Quilt Llama Farm 
Is Your Mama a Llama? NO? Well, you can still 
come and meet Debbi and her llama!  
Monday, July 10th, 3:30-4:30 
 
Surcari 
Surcari will have you moving and grooving to irresist-
ible Latin beats. Kids can sing, clap, dance and play  
Instruments with the band. Learn all about Latin cul-
ture through music. 
Friday, July 21st, 2:00-3:00 
 
Sirius Coyote 
Filled with enchanting rhythms and powerful folklore, 
this incredibly entertaining performance is made up 
of contemporary and ancient American music. Audi-
ences sing, clap, and dance on a journey from Mes-
oamerica and the Caribbean to the music of the 
North American Eastern Woodlands and Plains. 
Monday, July 31st, 11:00-12:00 
 
Team Spirit 
Show your home team pride with some DIY Yard 
Goats swag! 
Thursday, August 24th, 2:00-3:00 
 

 
 

Leap Into Learning Programs for Ages 
Birth-5 

 

Market Day 
Ages 3-5 with parent/caregivers. The library market 
is open filled with fruits, breads, vegetables and 
cheese! Join us for stories and songs about going 
food shopping and create your own market book.  
Wednesday, July 12th, 10:00 –10:45 
 
Build It Big Storytime 
Ages 3-5. Join us for creative fun with stories all 
about building things! Then, bring your bright ideas 
to our activity center to design and build your own 
invention from different household materials. Will it 
be a building, a bridge, a boat? It’s your choice! 
Wednesday, July 26th, 10:00-10:45 
 
Happy Piggy Day 
Ages 3-5 with parent/caregivers. Join us for a very 
piggy storytime featuring the Elephant & Piggy 
books by Mo Willems!  We’ll sing silly songs and 
make our own Elephant & Piggie puppets to play 
pretend at home! 
Wednesday, August 9th, 10:00-10:45 
 
Sunflower Storytime! 
Stretch your arms to the sky & grow with the best in 
summertime books! 
Wednesday, August 23rd, 10:00-10:45 
 
 
 

All locations will be closed on: 
Tuesday, July 4th 

Programs for Children and Families 

Summer 2017 



Radiant Child: The Art of Jean-Michel Basquiat 
Jean-Michael Basquiat and his unique, collage-
style paintings and graffiti art rocketed to fame in 
the 1980s as a cultural phenomenon unlike any-
thing the art world had ever seen. Make your own 
work of art in his style and listen to a reading of this 
year’s Caldecott award winning Book Radiant Child: 
The Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat by 
Javaka Steptoe.  
Wednesday, July 19th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Lunar Love : Celebrate National Moon Day   
La Luna, Oṣupa, Lalin--however you say it, we’re 
celebrating Earth’s only natural satellite: the moon! 
We’ll make moon mobiles and play games related 
to the moon. There may or may not be Oreos in-
volved! 
Thursday, July 20th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Cartooning with Joe Young 
Local cartoonist Joe Young will teach you how to 
make your very own comic. 
Tuesday, July 25th, 1:45-2:45 
 
Marble Mazes 
Time to put physics to work! Create your own mar-
ble maze or marble run and let the good times roll!  
Friday, July 28th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Wiggle-Bots  
Design and build your own unique wiggle-bot! This 
is a real engineering project! Can you make it 
dance in circles, or maybe draw? 
The Week of August 7th, 2:00-3:00 
 

Complete your Summer Learning 
Goals to get your FREE TICKET to 
the August 31st Yard Goats game! 

 

Goodwin Branch 
460 New Britain Ave. Hartford CT 06106 

860.695.7480  hplct.org 
M-Th 11-6, Fri 12-5, closed Sat. and Sun. 

 

Programs for Students Ages 6-12  
 

Build Your Own City 
You are the City Planner in this fun program—what 
will your city look like, where will you put roads and 
buildings, do you want to have multiple parks? Use 
fun math skills to bring your vision to life!  
Wednesday July 5th– Friday July 9th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Plant Lab   
Discover the life of plants in your world with fun ac-
tivities and explorations! 
Mondays, July 10th, 17th, & 24th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Henna Workshop 
Learn about the ancient art of Henna (or Mehndi) 
and create your own beautiful henna tattoo design. 
Tuesday, July 11th, 1:30-2:30 
 
Double Dutch Workshop 
Double your summer fun by learning to jump Double 
Dutch! Jump between two rotating ropes and try 
some exciting  
new moves. Learn from a professional Double Dutch 
instructor. 
Wednesday, July 12th, 2:00-3:00 
 
VR Vacation 
Brazil, London, New Zealand, let’s go! Experience 
around the world adventures in Virtual Reality at the 
library this summer!  
Thursday, July 13th, 2:00-3:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Programs for Children and Families 

Summer 2017 



Park Branch 
744 Park Street Hartford CT 06106 

860.695.7500  hplct.org 
M-Th 11-6, Fri 12-5, closed Sat. and Sun. 

 

Programs for All Ages 
 

Husky READS 
The Huskies are coming! Interns from the Husky 
READS will have fun programs about nutrition, fit-
ness, and reading for all ages throughout the sum-
mer to August 10th. 
Mondays, 12:30-2:30 

 
Jeff McQuillan Drum Tales 
All ages. Join Jeff McQuillan and Richard Hill as they 
take you on adventure across the globe. Meet Badu-
asemanpensa, the African princess, and Anansi the 
Spider and other fascinating characters. Learn an 
African dance, a song, and other fascinating charac-
ters. 
Wednesday, July 5th, 11:00-12:00 
 
Team Spirit  
Show your home team pride with some DIY Yard 
Goats swag!  
Friday, July 14th, 1:30-2:30 
 
Terrarium Workshop 
Make your own little world inside a container  to take 
home.  
Wednesday, July 19th, 1:30-2:30 
 
Animal Show on the Go 
All ages. Meet live animals from around the world! 
Who will show up? Will it be a lizard or a snake? Or 
maybe a rabbit? You’ll have to come and find out! 
Monday, August 7th, 2:00-3:00 
 
 
 

All locations will be closed on: 
Tuesday, July 4th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Programs for Children and Families 

Summer 2017 

 
Leap Into Learning Programs for Ages 
Birth-5 
 

Flannel Board Story Time 
Flannel Board stories for the young ones to listen 
and to tell. Color a finger puppet to tell stories to.  
Tuesday, July 11th, 10:00-11:00 
 
Summer Fun Story Time 
This story time offers Summer themed stories and 
rhymes. Also, make a bubble painting. 
Tuesday, July 25th, 10:00-11:00 
 
Delicious Stories 
Enjoy stories that feature foods. Make a picture with 
veggie stamps. 
Tuesday, August 8th, 10:00-11:00 
 
Just Frogs Story Time  
Frog stories and frog rhymes fill this fun story time. 
Make a frog book mark.  
Tuesday, August 22nd, 10:00-11:00 
 
 
 

Complete your Summer Learning 
Goals to get your FREE TICKET to 
the August 31st Yard Goats game! 

 
 
 



 

Marble Mazes 
Time to put physics to work! Create your own marble maze or marble 
run and let the good times roll!  
Tuesday, July 18th, 2:00-3:00 
 
VR Vacation  
Brazil, London, New Zealand, let’s go! Experience around the world 
adventures in Virtual Reality at the library this summer!  
Wednesday, July 19th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Upcycled Paper Butterflies   
Question: What do you call a group of butterflies? Answer: A kaleido-
scope! Come to the library & learn how to make butterflies out of up-
cycled magazines or books! It’s an easy & fun craft for all ages! 
Monday, July 24th, 4:00-5:00 
 
Henna Workshop 
Learn about the ancient art of Henna (or Mehndi) and create your own 
beautiful henna tattoo design. 
Thursday, July 25, 1:30-2:30 
 
Scratch It!   
Scratch is a creative learning community developed at MIT.  Learn 
how to create and remix animations and learn about computer coding 
using colorful blocks and your imagination! 
Wednesday, July 26th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Pack-a-Punch of Nutrition: Chia Seed Pudding 
Who doesn't love chocolate pudding? Learn how to make a simple 
and healthy version.  
Wednesday August 2nd 2:30-3:30 
 
Wiggle-Bots  
Design and build your own unique wiggle-bot! This is a real engineer-
ing project! Can you make it dance in circles, or maybe draw? 
Tues. & Weds., August 9th & 10th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Index Card Tower Challenge   
Work in teams this summer at the library to engineer a free-standing 
tower using only index cards and tape! 
Wednesday, August 16th,  2:00-3:00 
 
Families Learn Together STEM Maker Camp 
Each day at the libraries, with a free field trip on Friday from 
9am – 12pm—   Registration required—Must attend two pro-
grams in a week to guarantee a spot on the trip. Call 860-695-
7500 to register. 
Week of August 21st, 9:00-11:00 
 
 
Back to School: At Your Fingertips 
Put together a Back-to-School organizer in a pocket folder with an 
array of helpful tip-sheets and tools. Personalize it with art of your 
choice.  
Thursday, August 24th, 2:00-3:00 
 

Park Branch 
744 Park Street Hartford CT 06106 

860.695.7500  hplct.org 
M-Th 11-6, Fri 12-5, closed Sat. and Sun. 

 

Programs for Students Ages 6-12 
 
Freedom Stars   
Create a patriotic Fourth of July Freedom Star out of everyday paper 
lunch sacks. Customize your paper star with paint and stickers and 
take home this fun 3D paper ornament. 
Monday, July 3rd, 2:00-3:00 
 
Pack a Punch of  Nutrition: Black Bean Salsa 
Chow down on this delicious recipe and - while you're at it - invent 
some great new puns!  This is nacho mama's black bean salsa!  
Wednesday, July 5th, 2:30-3:30 
 
National Ice Cream Month 
July is National Ice Cream Month. Learn and share some amazing 
facts about this delightful dessert and make your very own ice cream 
afterwards. 
Thursday July 6th 2:30-3:30 
 
Build Your Own City   
You are the City Planner in this fun program—what will your city look 
like, where will you put roads and buildings, do you want to have 
multiple parks? Use fun math skills to bring your vision to life! 
Monday, July 10th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Cartooning with Joe Young 
Local cartoonist Joe Young will teach you how to make your very 
own comic. 
Tuesday, July 11th, 1:45-2:45 
 
Radiant Child: The Art of Jean-Michel Basquiat   
Jean-Michael Basquiat and his unique, collage-style paintings and 
graffiti art rocketed to fame in the 1980s as a cultural phenomenon 
unlike anything the art world had ever seen. Make your own work of 
art in his style and listen to a reading of this year’s Caldecott award 
winning Book Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel 
Basquiat by Javaka Steptoe. 
Wednesday, July 12th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Yoga Time 
Yoga is great for keeping your body healthy and your mind relaxed. 
Come learn some fun poses, no special mat or experience needed. 
Thursday, July 13th & 20th, 2:00-3:00 
 
World Emoji Day 
Celebrate World Emoji Day! We’ll create short stories using only 
emojis. If you’re feeling extra creative you can paint or draw your 
faves and share with your friends! 
Monday, July 17th, 2:00-3:00 
 
 

Programs for Children and Families 

Summer 2017 



Programs for Children and Families 

Summer 2017 

Ropkins Branch 
1750 Main St. Hartford CT 06120 

860.695.7520  hplct.org 
M-Th 11-6, Fri 12-5, closed Sat. and Sun. 

 

Programs for All Ages 
 

Husky READS 
The Huskies are coming! Interns from the Husky 
READS will have fun programs about nutrition, fit-
ness, and reading for all ages throughout the sum-
mer to August 10th. 
Mondays, 12:30-2:30 

 
Mikata 
Powerful rhythmic music and dance will carry you to 
the cultures of Nigeria, Ghana, Puerto Rico, Haiti, 
Jamaica, Dominican Republic and the U.S. Learn all 
about percussion and rhythm instruments from 
around the world. In the Ewe language of Ghana, 
Mikata means "all of us." 
Monday, July 10th, 11:00-12:00 

 
Bring the Hoopla 
Build A Better World: Happiness & Hula Hoops —
Each participant will get to hula hoop with us, engag-
ing through age appropriate games and team build-
ing activities and encourage self-expression and cre-
ativity. 
Wednesday, July 12th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Team Spirit  
Show your home team pride with some DIY Yard 
Goats swag!  
Thursday, August 3rd, 2:00-3:00 
 
Surcari 
Surcari will have you moving and grooving to irresist-
ible Latin beats. Kids can sing, clap, dance and play  
Instruments with the band. Learn all about Latin cul-
ture through music. 
Friday, August 11th, 12:00-3:00 
 
 
 

 
Country Quilt Llama Farm 
Is Your Mama a Llama? NO? Well, you can still 
come and meet Debbi and her llama!  
Wednesday, August 16th, 2:00-3:00 

 
Leap Into Learning Programs for Ages 
Birth-5 
 

Leo Lionni’s Animal Friends 
Celebrate the art and stories of author/illustrator 
Leo Lionni with stories and activities. 
Wed, July 12th, 19th & 26th, 10:00-10:30 & 10:30
-11:00 
 
Whoever You Are 
Join us for an interactive reading of Mem Fox's 
Whoever You Are! We celebrate all the different 
kinds of children in our community and all over the 
world, whoever and wherever they are. 
Wed, August 9th & 16th, 10:00-10:30 & 10:30-
11:00 
 

 
All locations will be closed on: 
Tuesday, July 4th 
 
 
 

Complete your 
Summer Learning 
Goals to get your 
FREE TICKET to 
the August 31st 

Yard Goats game! 



 

 

 
Elephant Toothpaste   
Create a colorful chemical reaction by combining a few 
everyday household materials. Once you see the out-
come you will know why it’s called "Elephant Tooth-
paste"! 
Thursday, July 20th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Double Dutch Workshop 
Double your summer fun by learning to jump Double 
Dutch! Jump between two rotating ropes and try some 
exciting  
new moves. Learn from a professional Double Dutch 
instructor. 
Tuesday, July 25th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Cartooning with Joe Young 
Local cartoonist Joe Young will teach you how to make 
your very own comic. 
Thursday, July 27th, 1:45-2:45 
 
Staying Fresh in Summer 
Come cool off at the library and make your very own 
bar of soap to beat the heat and keep yourself feeling 
fresh on even the hottest days.  
Thursday, August 10th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Families Learn Together STEM Maker Camp 
Each day at the libraries, with a free field trip on Friday 
from 9am – 12pm—   Registration required—Must at-
tend two programs in a week to guarantee a spot on 
the trip. Call 860-695-7520 to register. 
Week of August 14th, 9:00-11:00 
 
Rapunzel Wrap-Up 
If you’ve seen the movie Tangled, then you are familiar 
with the story of Rapunzel.  Listen to the story and 
then try your hand at “letting down your hair”.  
Thursday, August 17th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Marble Mazes 
Time to put physics to work! Create your own marble 
maze or marble run and let the good times roll!  
Thursday, August 24th, 2:00-3:00 

Programs for Children and Families 

Summer 2017 

Ropkins Branch 
1750 Main St. Hartford CT 06120 

860.695.7520  hplct.org 
M-Th 11-6, Fri 12-5, closed Sat. and Sun. 

 

Programs for Students Ages 6-12  
 

National Ice Cream Month 
July is National Ice Cream Month. Learn and share 
some amazing facts about this delightful dessert and 
make your very own ice cream afterwards!  
Wednesday, July 5, 2:00-3:00  
 
Radiant Child: The Art of Jean-Michel Basquiat   
Jean-Michael Basquiat and his unique, collage-style 
paintings and graffiti art rocketed to fame in the 1980s 
as a cultural phenomenon unlike anything the art world 
had ever seen. Make your own work of art in his style 
and listen to a reading of this year’s Caldecott award 
winning Book Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist 
Jean-Michel Basquiat by Javaka Steptoe. 
Thursday July 6th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Legos in the Library 
We have Legos and a challenge for you. What will you 
create? Do you have what it takes to be a master build-
er?  
Thursday, July 13th, 2:00-3:00 
 
World Emoji Day 
Celebrate World Emoji Day! We’ll create short stories 
using only emojis. If you’re feeling extra creative you can 
paint or draw your faves and share with your friends! 
Monday, July 17th, 2:00-3:00 
 
Henna Workshop 
Learn about the ancient art of Henna (or Mehndi) and 
create your own beautiful henna tattoo design. 
Tuesday, July 18th, 1:30-2:30 
 
Yoga for Kids 
Join us for a fun and relaxing yoga workshop presented 
by West Hartford Yoga Outreach. Learn some fun, 
healthy, and relaxing poses for the summer! Registration 
is required for groups. 
Wed, July 19th, July 26th & August 2nd, 2:00-3:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


