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For Immediate Release
VOYA Awards Grant To YOUmedia For STEM Courses
Dec. 14, 2016 — Hartford Public Library received a grant of $10,000 from Voya
Financial to fund YOUmedia Hartford’s new initiative: LVL ^ — a series of STEM
pathways from here to career.
YOUmedia Hartford is a research-informed digital learning space for teens age 1319 using principles of Connected Learning, the HOMAGO learning theory, and
Positive Youth Development. The space is staffed with tech-savvy mentors
dedicated to helping youth figure out what they love to do, and then do it
more. STEM stands for science, technology, engineering and mathematics.
During the grant period, YOUmedia Hartford will: Clarify and document the
necessary skills and actions to obtain post-secondary education and employment
in computer science; build and launch a web application to track teens along
pathways; connect teens to new organizations, interests, and peers.
Hartford Public Library will accomplish these goals through the development,
launch, and formative evaluation of an online software application called LVL
^. The application is intended to help youth navigate through high school to
college and career.
LVL ^ has three components:
1.
Character Skills Development . Mentors endorse teens for observed
character skills; it’s like LinkedIn for learning.
2.

Professional Development. Teens practice essential professional skills in
their area of interest.
3.
LVL ^ Learning Pathways. Teens complete missions to learn concepts and
progress along a learning pathway.

LVL ^ Learning Pathways is made up of key concepts that teens learn by
completing related missions. Progress through a pathway is incentivized with
extended access to technology and paid work opportunities. Pathways are
prioritized based on student interest and current demand in the professional
field. LVL ^ tracks progression through missions and the completion of essential
professional skills. The more a young person engages with the system, they more
they earn access to technology. As the name suggests, LVL ^ has progressive
levels. Upon completion of all levels, teens reach “Legendary” status and are
eligible to apply for paid work opportunities in the space. Additionally, at this
level students should be prepared to enter college or an apprenticeship with
existing knowledge and confidence in their chosen career field.
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